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Making the decision to find your passion and learn about yourself is  
one of the greatest things you can do for your future.  Your journey to 
self-discovery begins here, at ELS.

We can help you achieve your dreams, find yourself, and find your future.  As you journey  
toward your goals, you will experience first-rate English language instruction programs, such as 
English for Academic Purposes, Test Preparation and General English at some of the world’s most 
prestigious universities.  You will become part of the international job market and have networking 
opportunities that you never even knew were possible.   Find your future, make new friends from 
all over the world, learn from them, and stay in touch with them after you graduate.
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Founded in 1855, the University of San 
Francisco has a tradition of educating 
people from around the world. Since 
1974, the university has offered intensive 
English courses to non-native English 
speakers. 

USF’s Summer Intensive English Program 
(IEP) is a member of the American 
Association of Intensive English Programs 
(AAIEP). USF is accredited by the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges. 
(WASC).

Intensive English Program

>> Courses offered during the summer

>> Academic preparation 

>> Small classes

>> Dedicated and experienced professors 

>> Beautiful, safe, urban campus

>> Jesuit tradition and values

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT US AT:

Tel: (415) 422-2120  |   Fax: (415) 422-2353
Email: iep@usfca.edu
Web: www.usfca.edu/iep

2130 Fulton Street,  KA  204
San Francisco, CA 94117
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Accelerated Certifi cate Programs (ACPs) 
Expand your professional knowledge and global 
Business skills with our 3-, 6-, and 9-month tracks.
■  Business Administration
■  International Business Operations & Management
■  International Finance
■  Global Human Resources Management
■  International Business Law
■  Marketing
■  Media & Global Communications
■   Data Science & Predictive Analytics for Business 

Professionals
■  International Tourism & Hotel Management
■  Project Management
■   Communications & Embedded Systems Design Engineering
■  Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL)

Internship (and pathway to OPT)
Take on workplace projects, earn academic 
credit, and make professional contacts in 
these 3-month unpaid positions.
■  Optional after all ACPs
■  Receive guidance and support from internship staff
■   Pathway to Optional Practical Training (OPT):

English Language Programs
Sharpen your English to advance your  
career and/or American university studies.
■  10-Week Intensive ESL
■   4-, 8-, 12-Week programs in Business English 

and Conversation & Culture

• GAIN DISTINCTION IN A TOP 10 U.S. PUBLIC UNIVERSITY

• APPLY NEW SKILLS AND CONCEPTS TO REAL-WORLD WORKING SITUATIONS

•  ENJOY CALIFORNIA’S STUNNING COASTLINE AND DYNAMIC BUSINESS CLIMATE

Tel: +1-949-824-5991 
Email: ip@extension.uci.edu
ip.extension.uci.edu      

Live and Study 
                    i n   S o u t h e r n   C a l i f o r n i a !
Live and Study 

ACP ACP Internship
OPT

Work and earn 
pay for up to 
12 months

University Preparation Programs for Undergraduate and Graduate Studies Also Available!
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Study in the USA® magazine 
helps me a lot to pursue my 
dreams studying in the U.S. It  
has been a dream of mine. I 
have been working hard to  
get me there. 

 Citra FROM INDONESIA

Study in the USA® has brought 
me a lot of ideas about USA. 
I have learnt about the many 
opportunities being offered to 
U.S. international students.  

 Malaku FROM HOLLAND

You’re doing a great job. I am 
a school counselor and I had 
received a copy of Study in 
the USA magazine during the 
last fair in Bangkok. I’ll make 
it sure that our high school 
students are updated on the 
information about getting into 
U.S. universities.

 Junjun FROM THAILAND

I’m studying in Wroclaw, 
Poland, but I want to start some 
studies in the USA in 2 years 
time. First of all, I want to know 
the language very well and then 
go abroad. There are some 
colleges I’m interested about. 
They sent me some folders and 
I’m amazed about some offers. 
In my opinion, your website is 
very helpful. I have a wide range 
of variety of all offers I received 
and I can choose exactly what I 
want to study. Thank you :)

 Paulina FROM POLAND

I really liked your magazine 
because it is easy to read 
and you have useful tips for 
international students. I liked 
the article on preparing for the 
visa interview and education 
expenses. Keep up the 
good work!!

 Gianina FROM ITALY

Your site answers all questions 
that may arise in my mind. 
Therefore I am satisfied. Just 
keep it up.

 Leah FROM KENYA

My advisor gave me a copy of 
your magazine, and it helped 
me a lot in deciding to study in 
the United States. Thanks for 
your inspiration! :)

 Senko FROM JAPAN

WHAT YOU SAID!

@studyintheusa

Follow us on 
Instagram

Dear Reader,
There has never been a better 
time to study in the United 
States. Today’s global economy 
needs professionals with 
international experience and 
an excellent command of the 
English language. Choose to 
study English at an EnglishUSA 
or UCIEP member program, 
and you can be assured that it 
meets the highest standards 
for instructional quality and 
services to students.

Choose the USA for the 
beauty of our country and 
the diversity of our people. 
Choose the USA for its 
countless cultural, historical, 
and recreational destinations. 
Choose the USA for its 
outstanding universities and 
vast educational opportunities. 
Choose top quality to make 
the most of your investment 
in your future. Choose a U.S. 
education.

Jack Sullivan
President
EnglishUSA
www.englishusa.org

Patricia Juza
UCIEP President
Director, International  
English Center
University of Colorado 
Boulder
www.uciep.org
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For information:

Office of Global Affairs 
Stony Brook University
Stony Brook, NY 11794-3390, USA
E-mail: gsi@stonybrook.edu
Phone: 631.632.7031   Fax: 631.632.6544

Study at one of the best universities in the world

GLOBAL SUMMER INSTITUTE (GSI)

•  Association of American Universities member, 
which is comprised of the top 62 leading 
research universities in the U.S. and Canada

• Renowned undergraduate and degree programs 
in the sciences, business, social sciences, the 
arts and performing arts

•  Ranked in the top one percent of all universities 
in the world

•  Located between the busy streets of New York 
City and the tranquil beaches of the Hamptons

www.stonybrook.edu/oga

• Participate in one of four program options  
(3-6 weeks)

•  Earn 3-6 academic credits  
(scholarships available) 

• Improve your English skills

•  Live on campus and learn alongside global peers

•  Field trips and activities included

• Explore New York City



What would it mean to have an American 
university listed on your resume? 

Why would potential employers pause and 
take notice of your education credentials from 
the United States? 

It would mean that you have advanced 
English language skills and valuable 
intercultural experience. It would show that you 
studied within one of the best higher education 
systems in the world, with access to advanced 
technology and research. They would know 
that you received in-depth instruction, learned 
to problem-solve and have knowledge of 
modern practices within your field. 

It would mean that you have more 
opportunities. 

Studying in the United States and abroad 
doesn’t just give you tangible degrees and 
certificates. Your experience says something 
about who you are. Living and studying in 
another country—especially where your 
language isn’t spoken—is challenging, requires 
courage and a positive attitude. Sometimes 
these characteristics are more influential than 
your degree. 

You may be pleasantly surprised to find that 
the images from films and television programs 
are not always true. Americans come in a 
variety of sizes, colors, and shapes. In general, 
they are very friendly and will be interested in 
learning about you and your country.

Living and learning in the USA will 
exhilarate you. It will change the landscape of 
your life permanently. We guarantee that you 
will return home changed—more confident, 
more open and knowledgeable, making you 
a citizen of the world with a much broader 
perspective!

Use this Study in the USA® magazine 
and StudyUSA.com to help you embark on 
this exciting academic voyage and make 
your next decision—where to study as an 
international student.  

in the USA
®Why Study “I love the diversity  

of the people here, as 
well as the quality of 

the teachers.” 
—Cruzkaya Barbosa from 

Venezuela, studying English 
and Nutrition and Dietetics 

at Howard Community 
College 

“The education system in the 
USA is very flexible, offering 

courses and topics that 
broaden our worldviews, 

helping us realize our true 
selves and dreams.”

—Elene Beridze from Georgia, 
studying Political Science/Criminal 

Law at Manhattanville College 

“I was surprised that students 
in the U.S. are free to present 
their points of view, and the 
teachers do not deny them; 

rather, they welcome the spirit 
by giving extra points and with 

class discussions.” 
—Nhi Tran from Vietnam,  

studying English at the Intensive 
English Center (IEC) at  

St. Cloud State University

Living and studying in another 
country—especially where 
your language isn’t spoken—is 
challenging and requires courage 
and a positive attitude.
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THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS!

A private, liberal arts university in the Catholic, Franciscan tradition. 
Located 16 km from NYC in the safe and comfortable suburban towns 
of Rutherford and Lodi, New Jersey. ESL summer programs available!

16 kilometers/10 miles from New York City

2,100 total students

Students from 35+ countries

Trips to Boston, New York City, 
Philadelphia and Washington, D.C.

Student participation in the United Nations

Scholarships available

Average class size: 15

FELICIAN UNIVERSITY

Learn more! Office of International Programs:

Phone: +1.201.559.3518
E-mail: oip@felician.edu
Website: www.felician.edu/international
Facebook.com/FelicianInternational

Mercersburg ESL+ 
Intensive Summer English Language Program

For more information and to apply visit mercersburgsummer.com

Adventure Camps
Discovery Day Camps
Summer STEAM Camp 
Young Writers Camp 
Performing Arts Intensive 
Swim Clinics 
Boys Basketball Camp
Girls Basketball Camp
Soccer Camp

Program Features

•  Multiple levels of study in English speaking, 
listening, writing and reading.

•  Consistent success in dramatically  
increasing English proficiency.

• Student-to-faculty ratio of 4 to 1.

•  Structured activities beyond the classroom including 
trips to New York City and Washington D.C.

•  Visits to campuses of prestigious American colleges.

• Diverse student population.

•  Competitive admission and limited enrollment  
in each grade level.

•  More than 70 percent of participants attend, or  
plan to attend, American boarding schools.

AND MORE...

We are located in south-central PA, near 
Washington DC and a few hours from  
Philadlephia and NYC.

StudyUSA.com    7



Why did you decide to enter a  
U.S summer program?
The main reason for starting in the sum-
mer was because I didn’t want to waste three 
months, which would have interrupted the 
progress I had made learning English. I felt 
that taking the summer program would short-
en the time needed to pass the TOEFL exam 
so I could get started in my major at Salem 
State University (SSU).

Why did you choose Salem State 
University? 
I really fell in love with Salem because it is 
well-known for its big Halloween festival and 
its unique history. The city isn’t very crowded, 
it’s safe to live here and public transportation 
makes it convenient to get around. 

I chose Salem State University because I 
knew I needed to improve my language pro-
ficiency to get accepted to university. Salem 
State’s Intensive English Language Program 
offered a lot of support to future undergradu-
ate students who have weak skills in English. 
Furthermore, there are many majors and 
programs, and the modern facilities and resi-
dence halls are amazing. 

What do you like best?
The best thing I liked about studying here was 
the variety of interesting courses and sched-
uling flexibility. There were small groups of 
students, which made me feel more comfort-
able. The relationship between the professors 
and students was friendly and engaging. I also 
liked the modern technology in my school. 

What was your biggest surprise? 
The relationship with my professors was 
much closer than what I was used to in Viet-
nam. The professors are nice and we seemed 
like friends who shared our experiences, opin-
ions and advice. The staff were always ready to 
help the students. Also, there was always some 
information every week on Facebook with de-
tails about events. This information allowed 
me to participate in many events. 

... your biggest disappointment?
At first, I thought I just had to spend a maxi-
mum of six months to complete my English 
program, but the more I learned, the more I 

realized there are a lot of things I didn’t know 
about English, so I had to extend the amount 
of time I needed to improve.

How have you handled:
... language differences?
Honestly, I have had a long struggle to learn 
how to pronounce English words correctly. 
At first, it was really hard for my professor 
and my friends to understand what I was say-
ing; but through their help and patience, my 
English got much better. 

... finances?
The tuition and cost of living are reasonable. 
Luckily, my parents have been supporting me 
the whole time. 

Since you completed the program, 
how has it helped you in your work 
or studies?
Completing the summer program has helped 
me be able to pronounce more correctly, 
understand more easily, and enrich my vo-
cabulary to communicate with others more 
naturally. I feel more confident to achieve my 
professional goals. 

What are your activities? 
Personally, I love to swim and to explore new 
places, at SSU, there’s a swimming pool and a 
gymnasium. However, my school also arrang-
es activities for the students such as Orienta-
tion Program, Thanksgiving Lunch, Interna-
tional Dinner, Cultural Night, etc.

How easy or difficult was making 
friends?
My friends come from all around the world. 
Although they have many different back-
grounds, they’re friendly, educated and 
open-minded. My classes are small groups 
of students, so it can be easier for us to make 
friends.

How relevant was your U.S. 
summer program to your personal 
goals and to the needs of your 
country?
Taking the summer program helped me con-
tinue my progress to improve my English. I’m 

hoping to become a nurse. Studying at SSU 
will help me apply what I learn here to make 
the medical environment in Vietnam become 
better and more acceptable for the poor peo-
ple in my country.

What is your advice to other 
students?
The best advice I can offer is to find a school 
that has a good Intensive English Language 
Program at the same university that you’re 
going to study. I also recommend making 
friends with people who speak English and 
not being shy to ask as questions. As a result, 
these activities will help you practice and im-
prove your English easily as you experience 
new situations. I also suggest exploring the 
place where you’re going to study and getting 
involved with the locals.  

Hoang Minh Tran 
from Vietnam 
completed the 

summer program 
at Salem State 

University in Salem, 
Massachusetts.
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College of the Desert

• University transfer success
• 85 degree & certificate 

programs
• Small class size
• Experienced faculty

• 450/45 TOEFL requirement
• American host family 

program
• Intensive English Academy
• Safe and beautiful Southern 

California location

College of the Desert, International Education Program
43-500 Monterey Ave., Palm Desert, CA 92260  USA  

Tel: 760-776-7205 • Fax: 760-862-1361
email: IEP@collegeofthedesert.edu

www.collegeofthedesert.edu/international

Study in the world-famous  
Palm Springs, California resort area!

Established 1954

Intensive and Academic English Programs

Special Topic ESL

Groups welcome 

Housing Guaranteed

www.smcvt.edu/learnenglish  
ApplyELP@smcvt.edu      +1.802.654.2300

LEARN ENGLISH  
in beautiful Vermont USA

At one of America’s first university-based  
English-language programs

StudyUSA.com    9



Why did you choose an iD Tech 
Summer Camp? 
With the program being at MIT I was at-
tracted to it immediately. The program pro-
vided me with a variety of tools such as sen-
sors, wires, boards ... And an online program 
to learn new programming skills. The food 
there was also delicious.

What did you like best?
The Freedom of Constructing Anything 
course. 

What did you miss most?
Nothing practically, everything was very nice 
there.

What was your biggest surprise? 
Again, not that much of a surprise as I come 
from an international school, but I have 
noticed that mathematics is divided into Al-
gebra, Geometry... Whilst in Europe every-
thing is in a pack.

What are your activities? 
We went to the Boston Museum and to see 
monuments.

How easy or difficult was making 
friends?
It was very easy.

How relevant is your U.S. education 
to your personal goals and to the 
needs of your country?  
In the future, I plan to study robotics, and I 
think that Spain really needs to invest in the 
robotics departments. I think in the future 
I might be able to contribute to that. And, 
I would also love to study in a university in 
the U.S. such as MIT or Carnegie Mellon.

What is your advice to other 
students who are considering a U.S. 
education?
I would advise them to not be afraid to ask 
if in doubt and to be constantly trying new 
experiences. 

Luis Blanco, a ninth-
grade student from 

Spain, attended the iD 
Tech Summer Camp 

at MIT in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

In 1999, iD Tech, a family-owned 
Silicon Valley company pioneered 
the first youth summer STEM 
education programs. Eighteen 
years and 275,000 students later, 
iD Tech remains the powerhouse 
provider of tech education for 
students 6- to 18-years-old in 
subjects like coding, robotics, 
video game design, virtual 
reality, cryptography, 3D printing, 
web design, photography, and 
videography. In each session, 
students explore a top campus, 
create an impressive project, meet 
new friends, and build important 
STEM skills that last long after 
summer ends.
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CITY COLLEGE  
OF SAN FRANCISCO
50 Phelan Avenue
San Francisco, CA  94112
admit@ccsf.edu  +1 415-239-3000

www.ccsf.edu/international  

STUDY IN

CCSF is one of the top 10 community colleges that transfer 
students to the University of California (UC), California State 
University (CSU) and other four-year institutions.

• Accredited by the ACCJC 

• Best value in higher education

• Prepare to transfer to a 4-year 

university or college and obtain 

a Bachelor’s degree

• Obtain an Associate of Arts 

(A.A.) or an Associate of 

Science (A.S.) degree

• Obtain a certificate from a 

short-term occupational program

• Experience life in the  

United States

• Fulfill study abroad requirements 

for their home school

San FRancisco
california

Top Academic 
Programs: 
Mathematics & 
Science, Biological 
Science, English 

as a Second Language, 
Business and International 
Business, Culinary Arts & 
Hospitality Studies, Graphic 
Communications,  
Fine Arts, and more

Why do International students from over 80 countries 
study at City College of San Francisco (CCSF)?

iDTech.com/international

Code Apps

Engineer Robots

Develop Games

The #1 Tech Camp in the U.S.
Your student can learn technology at a 

prestigious U.S. university like Stanford, MIT, 
Harvard, Yale, Princeton & more.

Live and Study in Washington, DC

English as a Foreign Language 
Georgetown University  Box 571054 • Washington, D.C. 20057-1054 U.S.A.

Phone: (202) 687-4337 • Fax: (202) 687-1707 • E-mail: eflgu@georgetown.edu

http://efl.georgetown.edu

Georgetown University
E N G L I S H  L A N G U A G E  C O U R S E S

• Six course levels: Basic to Academic Bridge
• Highly qualified, experienced faculty
•  Conversation partners, guest speaker series, field 

trips and more
• Accredited by CEA, member of EnglishUSA and UCIEP

StudyUSA.com    11
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B usiness, communication, politics and economics are all be-
coming increasingly international, requiring a global per-
spective to better understand other cultures and countries. 
Studying at a U.S. university or college is one way you can 

broaden your cultural understanding.
Each year, hundreds of thousands of students from around the 

world come to study at U.S. universities and colleges. Some students 
spend four years working toward a bachelor’s degree, while others re-
main longer in order to attend graduate or professional school.

Another option, which requires less time away from home and is 
considerably less expensive, is to study in America during the summer.

Most U.S. summer programs take place between May and August, 
and last anywhere from two to twelve weeks. In this short period of 
time, you will have abundant opportunities to improve your English 
skills, learn about U.S. culture, politics and customs, and visit differ-
ent parts of the country.

Who Studies During the Summer
If you do choose a summer program, you will have plenty of company. 
Traditionally, most U.S. university students do not attend classes full-
time during the summer. Instead, they usually spend these months 
traveling, vacationing, or working in order to save money for the fol-
lowing year’s tuition.

However, this has been changing. Many universities now offer a 
wide variety of courses during the summer. In many instances, stu-
dents may take as many classes as they would during any other term. 
You will be sharing the campus with many U.S. students and interna-
tional visitors. 

Where to Study
Your study experience in the USA can extend beyond textbooks and 
the people you meet. Summers are an excellent time to travel and ex-
plore other areas of the country. Although the United States is a large 
country, you can easily plan trips to cities and sites beyond the cam-
pus where you take classes. Consequently, you may want to attend a 
program or university that is located in a region of the country that 
especially appeals to you.

Where can you imagine yourself?  
Where have you always wanted to go?
West: West Coast cities, such as Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, San 
Diego and San Francisco offer dozens of fine summer study programs. 
Magnificent mountain and river views abound from campuses in 
Washington and Oregon. There are spectacular desert locations in 
Arizona and New Mexico. The mountainous settings of Colorado, 
Montana, and Utah offer more opportunities for learning.

“I wanted to have a strong foundation 
in English to be able to communicate 
with people from around the world. 
English is also fundamental for my 
future career.” 
—Romina Ruiz, a student from Mexico who 
attended the summer Intensive English Program 
at the University of San Francisco

English Language Institute

Founded  
in 1954 

Celebrating over 
60 years 
of excellence

UCIEP
1967
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English Language Institute 
Gainesville, FL 32611 USA
Phone: (352) 392-2070 
Fax: (352) 392-3744 
studyenglish@eli.ufl.edu

www.eli.ufl.edu

University  
of Florida

• Cultural Immersion Program
• Volunteering and Conversation Partners
• 6 terms per year
• Located in the heart of campus
• UF Graduate School ELI Conditional Admissions

StudyUSA.com    13



Midwest: What about beautiful lake re-
gions in Wisconsin and Minnesota, and 
large urban settings in Michigan? The 
bustling Midwest city of Chicago offers a 
number of fine study options. And there 
are sprawling campuses in places like Indi-
ana and Ohio.
Southeast: Along the southeastern coast, 
you can choose from schools in Florida, 
Virginia and Maryland, or in the great 
capital city of Washington, D.C.
Northeast: The northeastern section 
includes settings in the hills and towns of 
New England, and urban universities in 
Boston, Philadelphia and New York.

What to Study
Most often, the same amount of academ-
ic credit is awarded for a class no matter 
when it is offered. The only significant dif-
ference is the schedule. Because summer 
term is shorter than fall, winter and spring 
terms, summer classes are condensed. You 
will learn the same material; the lecture 
may just be longer. Depending on your per-
spective, this can be a very efficient form of 
study. Students often select classes that will 
complement their current academic pro-
gram of study, while others choose classes 
out of curiosity or for fun.

In addition to the regular course offer-
ings for the arts, sciences, and humanities, 
you will find a wide variety of classes dur-
ing the summer: special intensive classes 
taught by visiting scholars; workshops that 
combine study and field trips; scientific 
research opportunities; and courses offered 
especially for non-degree candidates.

English Language Programs
If you are not a native speaker of English, 
there is no better way to improve your lan-
guage skills than to spend a few months at a 
U.S. university. Before selecting a program, 
ask yourself if your English is adequate 
enough for you to understand university 
lectures given entirely in English. Is it good 
enough for you to participate in class discus-
sions … to prepare class assignments … to 
take regular written examinations?

Depending on your language abili-
ties, you may want to enroll in an intensive 
English language program that combines 
English study with academic courses. Or, 
you may simply need to supplement your 
academic studies with an English as a Sec-
ond Language (ESL) course.

Many schools do not require a TOEFL 

score as part of the enrollment process. In 
such cases, you may want to check with 
the summer program office to find out the 
criteria they use for accepting non-native 
English speakers.

Contacting Programs
Many schools do not require a formal ad-
missions process for their summer pro-
grams, as opposed to their regular aca-
demic-year programs. If you are applying 
only for the summer and do not intend to 
study for a degree, the admissions process is 
typically simpler.

To begin the process of applying to a 
program, write directly to the summer ses-
sions office of each school that interests you. 
If you use email, please indicate that you 
learned about the program from Summer 
Study in the USA® magazine.

Ask for a catalog of summer session 
courses, an application and housing infor-
mation. Most information is available by 
February or March. In addition, this type 
of information is typically available on the 
institution’s website.

As part of your application process, be 
sure to determine whether you will need a 
visa to study in the United States during the 
summer. (If you qualify based on their regu-
lations, U.S. universities provide the Certifi-
cate of Eligibility—formerly known as an 
I-20—for you to take to the U.S. embassy 
for visa processing.)

If you do require a visa, be sure to allow 
enough time for the embassy to process it and 
return it to you before your departure date. 
(Because of recent regulations put in place 
by the Department of Homeland Security, in 
recent years, visa processing is taking longer 
than ever before.) Some embassies require 
appointments and charge a fee for such pro-
cessing. More information about visas and 
embassy requirements in particular countries 
can be found at https://travel.state.gov/con-
tent/visas/en/study-exchange.html.

You can also find information about U.S. 
summer and full-time academic programs 
at your local educational advising center. 
There, trained advisors can help you select a 
summer program. In addition, many educa-
tion and study abroad professionals have of-
fices in major cities in Europe and Asia.

No matter what courses you choose 
or which university you attend, visit-
ing the USA through a summer study 
program is a rewarding experience that 
you will never forget. 

You will learn best in the 
place where you feel the most 
comfortable. Be sure to examine 
your personal preferences, 
and while you do, consider the 
following criteria:

Size: How large is the university or 
program? Does a major university 
campus with thousands of students 
appeal to you? Or, do you prefer 
a small program with only a few 
hundred classmates?

Location: Do you want to study in 
a large urban city, a small town, or a 
mid-size city?

Recreation: Your summer university 
campus might offer a full range of 
recreational activities, including use 
of the school gymnasium and sports 
complex, swimming pools, tennis 
courts and golf courses. You might 
also want to consider the popular 
outdoor recreational activities of the 
surrounding region. In addition, find 
out if cultural activities like concerts, 
museums, outdoor and indoor 
theatres, and summer festivals are 
easily accessible. These events can 
be as educational as your academic 
program.

Cost and Housing: Costs vary 
widely from school to school. Be sure 
to ask for the exact costs of those 
programs that interest you. Also 
inquire whether the costs quoted 
include room and board. Most school 
brochures and websites will list tuition 
and housing costs separately.

Student Population: Summer 
sessions on some campuses are 
dominated by special interest 
groups such as computer science, 
teacher training or sports camps. 
Your program may share the campus 
with a specialized summer institute 
for adults or high school (secondary) 
students. In some communities, the 
majority of students are commuters 
(people who must travel from home or 
work in order to get to school). Some 
universities, however, are mainly 
residential, meaning that the majority 
of students live and study together 
on campus. If living either on- or off-
campus is important to you, do some 
research before you apply.
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helps students pay for their U.S. education experience
× It’s easy to enter   
× No essay required  
× Open to all prospective students

Study in the USA
®

 
wants to bring  
you one step  
closer towards  
your dream of 
studying in the USA.

Enter 
to WIN!

To enter, please go to

To be eligible for the scholarship, the applicant must fully complete the online survey and submit it. Applications for scholarships will 

not be accepted from Study in the USA, Inc. or affiliated subsidiary current customers, staff or members of their family (spouse, defacto, 

parent, grandparent, child, stepchild, grandchild, brother or sister). All expenditure of funds must be for school related expenses and 

the recipient is accountable for the use of these funds. The amount awarded for the scholarship is final and no additional funds will be 

provided. Applications open through June 2018. One entry per household.

$1,000 Scholarship Giveaway

Simply answer a few questions and fill out your contact information.
The drawing will be held June 21, 2018.

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3613974/StudyUSA-Scholarship
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Summer Studies in the U.S.
Do You Want to Study in the USA this Summer?
Summer is a wonderful time to further your studies and explore 
the United States. With the proper planning you will have an ex-
citing and rewarding experience studying abroad in America! 

How Can I Afford It?
Spending a summer studying abroad in the USA can be one of the 
most challenging and rewarding experiences of your life. Much is 
to be gained from the people you meet, the events you experience, 
and the lessons you learn. The memories you make during one 
summer in America can be some of the best in your life!

As an international student studying in the summer, you can 
experience the U.S. education system in very different ways than 
you would during the regular academic year. Often times, you 
will find summer study abroad programs to be more relaxed than 
semester or year programs, allowing you to more fully experience 
American culture!

If you carefully choose the location and school, you can com-
bine the best features of a foreign holiday with actual study. You 
can improve your English language fluency, gain new professional 
skills and deepen your understanding of life in the USA.

International students can do all this for an affordable price. 
The cost of attending summer school in the United States is low 
compared with the cost of studying for a full year. Also, even if it 
is for just a summer, your U.S. education is an investment that will 
reward you all your life.

Cost of Summer Programs
The amount you spend will depend mainly upon how long you 
study in the U.S. Summer sessions are usually between 4 and 12 
weeks long.

You can find updated information on the cost and length of 
summer courses on a university or college program’s website and 
in their catalog. Go to the “Contact us” form on the school’s pro-
file page at StudyUSA.com. Write directly to the summer session 

office or English language program of each 
school that interests you, and please mention 
Study in the USA when you write.

It is difficult to estimate average total ex-
penses for summer study in the U.S. because 
the cost of tuition and fees varies greatly from 
school to school. One program may include 
total cost from start to finish, while another 
has a lower fee, but charges separately for 
meals, accommodations, etc. To make your 
own comparisons, here are some of the costs 
to expect.

Application Fee:
When you apply to study in a summer pro-
gram, you will send an application fee along 
with your application. This non-refundable 
application fee can range from US$30 to 
US$75. Most institutions accept credit cards, 
or you can pay by check or money transfer.

Admission to some summer programs is 
selective. You may be asked to send copies of 
your grades (marks) from the school or uni-
versity you last attended. If your native lan-
guage is not English, you also may be asked to 
supply your TOEFL or IELTS score. If your 
TOEFL or IELTS score is below a certain 
level, the school may refer you to the English 
language program, or you may have to take 
an English language placement test when you 
arrive.

Not all U.S. institutions require the 
TOEFL or IELTS exam from international 
students. Community colleges often do not 
require the TOEFL or IELTS exam. Students 
who aren’t especially confident with their 
English should consider a summer intensive 
English program or beginning their studies at 
a summer community college program.

Tuition:
Costs of summer programs vary so much 
from program to program and school to 
school that any average price would be mis-
leading. The quality of a program does not 
depend upon its cost. You will consider cost 
in choosing a program, but the education, 
experience, personal attention, facilities, geo-
graphical location, opportunities to partici-
pate in activities and excursions with other 
students are all important factors that should 
determine your final decision. Prioritize what 
is most important to you, and start searching 
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for the perfect match to start your exciting 
summer adventure in the USA!

Similarly, there is no typical or average 
price for English language programs. Impor-
tant factors to consider are accreditation, 
university and TOEFL preparation, class 
size, hours of instruction, and what work-
shops, activities or services are included with 
the tuition.

Health Service and Insurance:
Most summer programs charge a health ser-
vice fee of about US$50 to US$80. For this 
fee, students can use the school clinic for 
treatment of minor injuries and illnesses.

Because U.S. medical costs are extremely 
high, you should also purchase health and 
accident insurance if the program does not of-
fer an insurance plan to their students. Many 
schools may require you to have health insur-
ance regardless. Factor this into your budget. 

Write the school’s international student 
advisor or ask the academic counselor in your 
country about health insurance plans and op-
tions before you go to the USA. Also, always 
check to find out what the school requires. 

Other Fees:
You will pay special fees if you use a sci-
ence laboratory, fine arts studio or ath-
letic facilities. 

Room and Board:
You can live in a residence hall during the 
summer at most U.S. universities and colleges, 
although many community colleges do not 
provide housing, so plan accordingly. Rooms 
on campus usually are available to summer 
program students who want them.

Most schools offer a room and board pay-
ment plan. In this case, you would pay for 
both your room and your cafeteria or din-
ing hall meals. You may also buy food at the 
school’s cafés or campus center. Many cam-
puses now offer a variety of food and café op-
tions, in additions to the cafeteria. An advan-
tage to living in the dorms is that lower rent in 
dorm accommodations often offsets high cost 
of living. However, if you prefer to live off-
campus in an apartment, be aware that costs, 
furnishings, and availability will vary greatly 
depending on location. Some towns have very 
little affordable student housing, and choos-
ing this option can be risky as you may not 
find accommodations as quickly as expected 
and could incur very high hotel costs.

The cost of renting an apartment off cam-

pus varies widely depending upon the type of 
housing you find and the city you select. The 
United States is a large and economically di-
verse country, so cost of living is very different 
from place to place. Metropolitan cities are 
generally going to be more expensive. 

Books and Supplies:
Students in the USA buy their own text-
books, notebooks, and other supplies. You 
can save a lot of money by buying used books. 
This can be done in your campus bookstore or 
online. We recommend www.efollet.com or 
www.amazon.com for used book bargains. At 
the end of your summer course, you may be 
able to sell your textbooks back to the book-
store or online to other students. 

However, you may want to keep them so 
that you can continue your studies of the Eng-
lish language and American culture at home. 
Don’t let your adventures abroad end at the 
conclusion of your program!

Personal Expenses:
You will pay up to several hundred dollars a 
month for transportation, entertainment, and 
necessities like soap, toothpaste, and stamps. 
You will also pay for laundry and dry-clean-
ing. You can often find a self-service laundry 
(coin or debit card operated washers and dry-
ers) in your residence hall or near the campus.

Payment
Students are not always required to register 
in advance for summer programs. At many 
schools, you can register and pay your tuition 
during the first week of classes. However, 
as an international student you should plan 

ahead and reserve space in the course you 
want to attend by writing to the program of-
fice well in advance.

U.S. banks often delay payment of money 
that is transferred from foreign banks. Stu-
dents should bring debit cards or have their 
money available in a checking account. Most 
programs accept credit cards. It is also a good 
idea to order a small amount of U.S. currency 
for your first few days in the USA to take care 
of immediate needs like a taxi or shuttle ride 
home from the airport. Be aware that you 
will also need large sums of money during the 
first few days of your program for things like 
rental deposits, textbooks, course fees, etc. 
Be prepared!

Financial Aid and Working  
in the USA
Financial aid is almost never available for 
summer study, even for U.S. students. There-
fore, do not plan to finance even part of 
your summer experience through university 
scholarships.

You may be able to take out a private loan 
to cover the cost of summer study abroad, 
with your parents or someone else as a co-
signer. It may seem like a lot of money to 
spend, but think of it as an investment in 
yourself and your future. Study abroad in the 
USA now, before the realities of student loans 
and full time work prohibit you from fulfill-
ing your dreams of travel! 

The U.S. Government regulates interna-
tional student employment. International 
students are not allowed to work during the 
first academic year in the United States. You 
may be able to work at an on-campus job. Ask 
the schools you’re interested in if these op-
portunities are available in the summer. Also, 
spouses of students on F visas (most students) 
may not work while they are in the U.S. 

Once you have experienced the life-chang-
ing effects of study abroad you will prob-
ably want to return to the U.S. to study for a 
longer period of time. True appreciation of 
another culture and people often takes a year 
or longer. Intercultural immersion is a life-
long gift that you give yourself, and provides 
you with a special capacity for understanding 
other cultures that cannot be obtained any-
where else.

Summer is a wonderful time to further 
your studies and explore the United States. 
With the proper planning, you will have 
an exciting and rewarding experience! Get 
started today—plan next summer’s adven-
ture abroad to learn English and experience 
America firsthand! 

Community Colleges
A community college is a two-
year school in which you can 
begin your university study. 
You can complete the first two 
years of your bachelor’s degree 
at a community college and 
then transfer your credentials 
to a four-year university. This is 
extremely common in the USA. 
Community colleges offer lower 
tuition costs, smaller class sizes 
and more personal attention. 
Many community colleges 
also offer intensive English 
language programs.
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Summer
English Program?

Why Choose a U.S.

There are so many great reasons to 
study English in a U.S. summer pro-
gram. Here are the top five reasons:

1.) You will learn about 
yourself 
The best way to understand yourself, your 
country, and your own values is to immerse 
yourself among other cultures and people. 
Only then will you be able to begin to dis-
tinguish the differences. This is easy to do in 
the USA. Every year hundreds of thousands 
of students from almost every country in the 
world choose to study in the United States. 
These students, plus other immigrants who 
move to the USA, make the United States a 
fascinating and exciting mixture of languages, 
cultures, and people.

2.) You can prepare for 
regular study at a college 
or university
Many English as a Second Language (ESL) 
programs give students the chance to study 
university courses in addition to the program. 
This is a good opportunity to learn more 
about U.S. university classroom culture and 
discover what campus life is really like.  

Some programs are designed for a specific 

group of people with specific needs. For ex-
ample, there are programs for international 
students who plan to study at a U.S. univer-
sity or college. Such programs include library 
orientation, study skills, and research tech-
niques. Other programs may include English 
for Tourism or Business English. Even if you 
already have the required TOEFL® score for 
academic admission to a U.S. university, it is a 
good idea to spend some time polishing your 
English skills in an intensive English language 
program. It will help you become accustomed 
to the sound of Americans and adjust to cul-
tural and academic differences.

If you haven’t made a decision yet about 
your future college or university, Study in the 
USA can help you.

3.) You have access to more 
colleges and universities 
than any other country in 
the world 
The USA has over 3,500 accredited colleges 
and universities, including two-year colleges, 
four-year institutions, and doctoral/research 
universities. Although some international 
students are familiar with many of the elite 
universities in the USA, most students are 
very happy to discover that there are lit-

erally thousands of excellent schools that 
provide a quality, affordable education that 
meets their needs.

4.) You can travel 
through one of the most 
geographically diverse 
countries in the world 
The USA has it all—oceans, lakes, mountains, 
deserts, plains, outstanding national parks, 
small towns and large cities. Regardless of 
where you live and study, you can take a break 
on weekends and enjoy other parts of the 
United States.

5.) You can gain a 
broader understanding 
of the USA, making you a 
stronger candidate in an 
international job market
Most employers are very impressed with ap-
plicants who have lived and studied abroad. 
Such an experience provides a valuable 
education and insight. You will be seen as 
more knowledgeable and globally mind-
ed than other applicants. Furthermore, by 
choosing the USA you will have studied 
in one of the world’s largest and most in-
fluential economies. 
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Professional Standards
There are a number of professional organizations 
that set standards regarding teaching methods 
and student services. Intensive English language 
programs administered by accredited colleges and 
universities are invited to join the Consortium of 
University and College Intensive English Programs 
(UCIEP). Compliance with the highest college and 
university standards is ensured through UCIEP 
conferences, workshops and regular program-wide 
evaluations.

Another way to identify programs with high 
standards is to choose schools that are members of 
EnglishUSA. This organization was established for 
the sole purpose of setting standards for intensive 
English language programs. While EnglishUSA 
does not accredit programs, its members agree to 
follow standards of excellence established by the 
organization.

Finding an accredited English language program
The Commission on English Language Program 
Accreditation (CEA) is a specialized agency for 
the accreditation of English language programs 
and institutions in the United States. CEA accredits 
both English language programs in universities and 
colleges, as well as independent English language 
schools. Accreditation by CEA means that an English 
language program has met the CEA Standards 
for English Language Programs and Institutions. 
Programs that seek CEA accreditation must offer an 
intensive English program for non-native speakers of 
English, which meets at least 18 hours a week for at 
least 8 months a year.

Because CEA is a relatively new agency and the 
rigorous review process of schools may take months 
to complete, many programs have not yet completed 
the process to become accredited. Accredited 
programs may also indicate their CEA accreditation in 
their brochures, student packets, and advertisements. 
You can contact CEA directly:

Commission on English Language  Program 
Accreditation 
700 S. Washington St., Suite 200 
Alexandria, VA 22314 USA
(703) 518-2481
cea-accredit.org

Many of the programs listed in Study in the USA® 
magazines and on StudyUSA.com indicate their CEA 
accreditation. ESL.COM

SEE THE 
WORLD WITH 

ENGLISH!
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in the USA

You can travel by 
air, bus, train or car.

You can stay in 
hostels, hotels, and 
rentals (i.e. Airbnb) 

or go camping!

Travel

20  Study in the USA®    Summer Study in the USA



For many Americans, the warm summer months of June, July 
and August mean vacation—a time to get into the car and 
head for the open road. Summer travel is especially popu-

lar among U.S. university students, who are typically on summer break 
from classes. With this time, they can travel to different parts of their 
own country. For international students summer is also a perfect time to 
travel, or it is a nice time to visit colleges, universities and English lan-
guage programs.

It is a challenge for people from other regions to fathom the vastness 
of the United States—driving across the USA from New York to Seattle 
or L.A. would take days! The best part of travel in the U.S. is that each 
region of the country has its own geography, flavor and culture, much 
like the different countries of the E.U. or South America. This diver-
sity makes it difficult to make generalities. Take advantage of your free 
time—travel and discover the USA! 

Travel Tips
+  Always look for student discounts 

and deals 

+  Read reviews 

+  Be mindful of your surroundings and 
practice precaution when needed. 
For instance, it may not be wise to 
walk around alone at night 

+  Have your passport with you and 
keep extra copies at home
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as an international student
 in the United States

Working
Many international students 

want to work while 
they are studying in the 

United States to earn extra money and practice 
their English. This can sometimes be a difficult 
and complicated process, but advance prepara-
tion can increase your chances of finding a job. 
Understanding the rules you must follow and 
knowing where to go for help in your job search 
are the keys to success.  

The United States issues different types of 
student visas, but most international students 
receive the F-1, a nonimmigrant visa for full-
time academic study. Because the F-1 visa is 
only for educational purposes, the U.S. govern-
ment places restrictions on the employment 
options for F-1 holders. However, this does not 
mean that you cannot work if you have an F-1 
visa. As long as you understand and follow the 
legal requirements, you can work on a student 
visa.  Here are the most important rules for 
working in the United States on a student visa:

1.  You must maintain full-time student sta-
tus at all times.

2.  You cannot work off campus during your 

first academic year of study. During that 
time, you are permitted to work on cam-
pus part-time (no more than 20 hours a 
week) while classes are in session.

3.  After one academic year, you can work off 
campus in a position related to your field 
of study through the Curricular Practi-
cal Training (CPT) or Optional Practical 
Training (OPT) options.

These are not the only restrictions, and 
the office that issued your I-20 immigration 
document (usually the international student 
office at your school) is your best resource for 
understanding all the rules. Most internation-
al student orientation programs will provide 
information about employment options. Vio-
lating the laws may result in the loss of your 
student visa, so you must follow the directions 
of the international student advising staff at 
your school!

Now that you know the basic restrictions 
on employment for F-1 visa holders, where and 
how do you actually find a job? Universities in 
the United States often have a career develop-
ment office that maintains an online database 

of jobs and provides services such as career 
counseling, practice interviews, and resume-
writing workshops to prepare you for the job 
application process. This is a great place to 
start your search. Many colleges also hold an 
on-campus job fair at the beginning of the se-
mester, so you may find a part-time, on-campus 
position there.  The campus bookstore, coffee 
shops, and other school-owned facilities often 
hire student employees at these events.  

Graduate students have additional on-cam-
pus employment options; graduate assistant-
ships in campus offices, as well as teaching and 
research assistantships, may also be available. 
Jinsun Baek, a former student of the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago’s (UIC) Tutorium in 
Intensive English, now works in the Tutorium’s 
front office as a graduate assistant. 

“Sometimes it’s hard as a language learner 
to find a job on campus. It’s important to be 
honest to yourself about your English profi-
ciency, because you need to be able to compete 
with American candidates, who are typically 
native English speakers,” says Baek. 

However, other valuable qualities and 
workplace skills can help you overcome this 

By Megan Gier
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potential obstacle. Through her enthusiasm 
and participation in program activities as a Tu-
torium student, Baek made a good impression 
on the school’s staff, which helped her to get 
hired there.

To obtain off-campus jobs, you must 
get permission for CPT (Curricular Practi-
cal Training) or OPT (Optional Practical 
Training). If your degree program requires an 
internship, this position counts as CPT. Talk 
with your program director to find a position 
that fulfills the requirements, and file the nec-
essary CPT paperwork with your university. 
After completing your degree, you can remain 
in the United States for an additional year to 
pursue OPT in your field of study. The interna-
tional student office on your campus will help 
you to complete the required OPT paperwork.

Search in the community around you for 
opportunities as well. Networking will take 
you a long way—talk to other international 
students at your school, search Internet job 
databases, and contact the community of im-
migrants from your country if one exists in 
your area. Lexi Wang, a Chinese graduate 
student and research assistant at the Language 
and Culture Learning Center at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago, has some great advice for 
international students who hope to secure an 

guages and may be able to sponsor a work visa.
Over the course of her career, Eileen Cen-

sotti, the International Student Advisor at 
UIC’s Tutorium in Intensive English, has met 
with many international students seeking work. 
She says that, although it can be challenging to 
find work when you are new to a country, being 
flexible and persistent in your job search will 
eventually result in success. 

“If you don’t find work right away, don’t 
give up. Keep looking and applying to any job 
you think you can do,” she advises.

Be resourceful and patient, and investigate all 
possible options during your employment search.  
Most people are happy to assist you if you reach 
out to them, so don’t be shy about asking for 
help. Happy job hunting, and good luck! 

Megan Gier is a graduate of UIC’s Applied 
Linguistics/TESOL program.

OPT position after graduation: 
“Set up your network before you graduate 

from the college. You can talk to your profes-
sors and your friends ... as long as they refer you 
to a job, it’s going to be so much easier than 
finding it on your own.” 

These people are great sources of informa-
tion about existing and future job possibilities.

Many international students volunteer or in-
tern at a non-profit organization while they are 
studying; sometimes these institutions can offer 
you a paying job once you graduate, and they 
are often willing to assist you in applying for the 
required immigrant work visa. If you speak a 
language other than English, consider working 
as a tutor or interpreter at an organization that 
serves immigrants in your community. Compa-
nies and organizations with an international fo-
cus often need employees who speak other lan-

“The education system in the U.S. is one of the best in 
the world and a degree from an American university 
makes one more marketable in the job market.”  
—Nabil Salik from India, Studying Mechanical Engineering at  
Southern Illinois University Carbondale

Tutorium in
I N T E N S I V E  E N G L I S H

University of Illinois at Chicago, Tutorium in Intensive English  
(m/c 324) 1333 S. Halsted St., Suite 260, Chicago, IL 60607 U.S.A.

WEB: tie.uic.edu • EMAIL: tutorium@uic.edu • TEL: +1 (312) 996-8098 • FAX: +1 (312) 996-4394
For academic admission to UIC: www.admissions.uic.edu • admissions@uic.edu

• Small classes; 20-25 hours weekly
• Elementary through advanced levels
• Sessions begin in August, October, January, 
 late February, May, and late June

• Social, cultural, and educational activities
• Vibrant, urban, multi-cultural environment
• Near Chicago’s business, recreation, and cultural centers
• UIC is a large, international research institution
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By Kelly Oto
HOtel & Tourism

programs
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about the hospitality industry, you may dis-
cover a specific area of hospitality you want 
to pursue. This may motivate you to transfer 
to a different school that specializes in that 
area, or that is located near hotels and busi-
nesses offering internships that would be 
strategic to your career goals. 

Wide Choice of Programs
In the past 30 years, the number of U.S. 
post-secondary institutions offering hos-
pitality, travel and tourism programs have 
more than quadrupled. This has resulted in a 
wide variety of philosophies and approaches. 
Guest service is the common thread woven 
through all programs. While not all pro-
grams are available at every school, gener-
ally there are certain areas you may want to 
study: lodging, recreation, travel, tourism, 
convention, culinary, food and beverage, and 
casino.

As an international student, you will find 
that the U.S. educational system offers in-
struction in a broad range of subjects. Most 
likely you will take classes that fall into the 
liberal arts category, as well as courses specif-
ic to your program, such as Hotel and Res-
taurant Accounting, Resort Management or 
Ecotourism.

The University of California, Irvine 
(UCI) offers a three-month International 
Tourism & Hotel Management Certificate 
focusing on the growth of environmental 
consciousness within tourism. Using case 
studies, instructors help students grasp con-
cepts and practices of successful hotel man-
agement that emphasizes sustainability and 
conserving natural resources. Throughout 
the program the students examine real-life 
cases that involve tourism infrastructure, 
super structure (for example, developing a 
new airport) and issues relating to pollu-
tion. They then determine how a tourism 
project will affect the local economy and the 
environment.

Instructors tailor the assignment to each 
student’s country or city of origin, teaching 
students from overseas to learn to iden-
tify how some tourism issues relate to their 
home countries and the possible solutions 
they can apply. They then give a class presen-
tation about their findings. 

Project management and customer ser-
vice skills are important aspects of the pro-
gram. For example, the Customer Service 
class covers a variety of topics: delivering 
better, faster service; increasing customer 
satisfaction; learning how to gain repeat 

business; finding workable solutions to cus-
tomer problems; and motivating employees. 

The Marketing and Branding class covers 
such timely topics as electronic resources, in-
ternational competitive analyses and metrics 
for evaluation.

Professors
Faculty members come from a diverse set of 
professional backgrounds. While qualifica-
tions may differ, generally speaking, faculty 
members have at least a master’s degree and 
extensive experience in the industry. They 
are dedicated, hard-working and genuinely 
care for their students.

Employment Experience
Many hospitality programs offer intensive 
training, cover a variety of subjects, and 
provide a special emphasis on customer 
service—something that many students 
find to be an invaluable component of their 
training. Credentials, or a degree from an 
American school are well respected around 
the world, and most important, many gradu-
ates find great success and mobility in their 
career.

Through internships and work experi-
ence programs, you will gain invaluable 
practical experience in your chosen field. In-
ternships are an ideal way for you to develop 
your customer service skills and to learn how 
to handle unique situations. The best pro-
grams integrate both academic site visits and 
trips to local attractions into the curriculum. 
Along with learning the business aspects of 
hospitality management, you will gain the 
perspective of your future customers.

Lasting Friendships
Last, but certainly not least, is the opportu-
nity you will have to make lifelong friend-
ships. The other students you will meet and 
the friends you will make will, in many cases, 
be in your life long after you complete your 
studies.

Thanks to the diversity and variety of 
excellent programs like these, hospitality 
graduates from U.S. schools are working in 
the hotel and restaurant industry in nearly 
every country of the world.

We are confident this will be the experi-
ence of a lifetime!   

Kelly Oto is the Assistant Director of Professional 
Programs, English & Certificates for 
Internationals at the University of California, 
Irvine.

HOtel & Tourism

Travel and tourism is the 
world’s largest in-
dustry. Internation-

al hospitality management involves working 
with so many people and cultural layers that 
it has the power to help shape international 
relations—and change the world.

For you, this translates to a wonderful 
opportunity for a wide variety of exciting ca-
reer selections. If hospitality and tourism is 
your chosen career, you should study in the 
United States. Here’s why ...

A Model for Global Industry
Students from around the world come to 
this international hub of business and hos-
pitality to learn and experience firsthand 
what customers want, need, and are going 
to demand in today’s global economy. With 
the quality of customer service increasing 
the industry has become highly competitive. 
You need that professional edge to get your 
foot in the door. In the USA, hospitality 
training focuses on preparing students to be-
come managers, rather than staff employees. 
Therefore, creative thinking and leadership 
is emphasized throughout the curriculum of 
a program.

Culture
It may surprise you that by studying and liv-
ing in the United States you’ll increase your 
knowledge not only of American culture, 
but of other foreign cultures as well. The U.S. 
is truly a melting pot. We come from many 
different backgrounds and this is reflected in 
our everyday living. Experiencing a diverse 
set of cultures is especially advantageous for 
those in the hospitality field as clientele is 
not isolated to one country. 

Enhanced English Language Skills
By actually living in the United States you 
will be immersed with English speakers. 
Classes at most schools are taught in Eng-
lish by native speakers. Your speaking skills, 
vocabulary, idiomatic usage, comprehen-
sion and listening skills will all be enhanced. 
What’s more, since English continues to be 
one of the major languages in global busi-
ness, immersion in the language and culture 
is an added benefit.

Flexibility
It is not unusual for Americans to change 
their major or pursue more than one pro-
gram simultaneously. Additionally, students 
often transfer from one educational institu-
tion to another. For example, as you progress 
in your studies at one school, learning more 
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Take IELTS to prove you have the 
right English language skills to 
study in the USA.
Over 3,300 higher education institutions 
and programs in the USA (visiting pro-
grammes, Fulbright scholarships, degree 
programmes, masters, PhD, MBA, etc.) ac-
cept IELTS scores as proof of English lan-
guage proficiency.

Major institutions all over the USA 
recognise that IELTS gives an accurate re-
flection of your ability to understand, read, 
write and speak English. IELTS is:
•  trusted by the USA’s top 25 universities
•  accepted by all Ivy League colleges
•  used by programs at the top 50 US uni-

versities with the most international 
students

Good IELTS scores help you to get into the 
university of your choice. 

What is IELTS?
The International English Language Test-
ing System (IELTS) measures the language 
proficiency of people who want to study or 
work where English is used as a language of 
communication. It uses a nine-band scale to 
clearly identify levels of proficiency, from 
non-user (band score 1) through to expert 
(band score 9).

Ensuring quality and fairness
IELTS is recognized and trusted by indi-
viduals and organisations worldwide for 
its fairness, reliability and high quality 
standards

Fair to test takers
The IELTS approach is recognised as being 
fair to all test takers, whatever their nation-
ality, cultural background, gender or special 
needs. Test takers can feel confident that 
the IELTS test:
•  provides a valid and accurate assessment 

of the four language skills: listening, read-
ing, writing and speaking

•  assesses language skills, not specialist 
knowledge; the topics covered are general 
enough for  all test takers will be able to 
answer questions on them

•  is focused on assessing practical commu-
nication ability

•  serves both academic and non-academic 
purposes through a choice of two versions

•  features a one-on-one, face-to-face speak-
ing component

•  recognises all standard varieties of native-
speaker English, including North Ameri-

Success tomorrow, starts with

IELTS
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IELTS is the globally
trusted test for English that
gets you studying abroad.

USA
ACCEPTS
IELTS

USA
ACCEPTS
IELTS

www.takeielts.org



can and British
•  ensures test questions are extensively tri-

alled with people from different cultures 
to confirm they are appropriate and fair.

Test format
The IELTS test assesses your abilities in lis-
tening, reading, writing and speaking – in 
less than three hours.

There are two types of the IELTS test:  
IELTS Academic and IELTS General 
Training. Listening and Speaking are the 
same for both tests, but the subject matter 
of the Reading and Writing components 
differs depending on which test you take.

The Listening, Reading and Writing 
components of all IELTS tests are com-
pleted on the same day, with no breaks in 
between them.

The Speaking component, however, can 
be completed up to a week before or after 
the other tests. Your test centre will advise.

The total test time is 2 hours and 45 
minutes.

How to Prepare for IELTS Exam
Once you have decided to take IELTS 
exam, the first thing you need to focus on 
is how to prepare. There are many ways to 
prepare for the exam, some of the more 
common being:
IELTS Courses: The British Council 
has over 75 years’ experience in English 
language teaching. We run IELTS 
preparatory courses, workshops, seminars 
and mock tests covering all four skill areas: 
Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. 
Contact your nearest British Council 
teaching centre to find out about the cours-
es in your area. 
Online Courses: There are many IELTS 
MOOCS online where you learn useful 
test-taking strategies and skills, practice and 
develop skills and strategies by completing 
IELTS-style practice tests in reading, listen-
ing, speaking and writing and develop all 
the skills to achieve the score you require.
Self-Study using Study Material: 
A plethora of study material (books and 
CDs) is available in the market and on the 
internet. You can find previous examination 
papers as well. There are free e-books, test 
papers and materials available online. 

Here are a few tips  
to ace IELTS Exam
Be acquainted with the format: The 

foremost thing is to be aware of the test 
format. Read the information for candidate 
booklet and familiarize with the test for-
mat. Be aware of the duration of each test, 
number of questions to answer, what the 
examiners looking for in writing and speak-
ing tests etc.
Practice Sample tests: Practicing 
sample test papers help you build up your 
speed. By taking sample tests, you will be-
come more confident and can able to iden-
tify your weak areas.
Try to use English every day. Speak 
English with your friends and family. Read 
English newspaper, magazines. Listen to 
English shows, films. Reading subtitles help 
you to improve your language.

Key success factors to studying  
in the USA

One: Decide where you want to 
study

•  What kind of qualification do you want 
to achieve?

•  What subject would you like to study?

Two: Decide how you will 
finance your studies

•  Accommodation costs
•  Living costs including food and travel
•  The cost of admission and other 

school fees

Three: Prepare your application
Prepare far in advance of each 

college’s published deadlines to make sure 
all test scores, transcripts and other applica-
tion materials are received in time.

Four: Make sure you have a valid 
visa to study in the U.S.

Make sure you’re familiar with the type of 
visa you will need, and the information you 
need to make your visa application.

Five: Get your IELTS score to 
help you apply to a college 

or university
An IELTS test score can improve your 
chances of being accepted to study in 
the U.S.

You can read our full guide to studying 
in the USA here: www.takeielts.org. 

Test
Format

Listening
4 Sections
40 Items

30 Minutes

Speaking
11 to 14 
Minutes

Academic  
Writing
2 Tasks 

(150 and  
250 words)
60 Minutes

General  
Training  
Writing
2 Tasks

(150 and  
250 words)
60 Minutes

Academic  
Reading
3 Sections
40 Items

60 Minutes

General  
Training  
Reading
3 Sections
40 Items

60 Minutes
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FREE!THE

ESSENTIAL
GUIDE

STUDENT

Planning and Packing
Paper Stuff
+ Passport 
+ F-1 Visa 
+  Certificate of 

Eligibility:  I-20 form  
or DS-2019

+ Credit card 
+ American currency 
+  Copy of your 

prescription and 
medical documents, 
including your 
immunization record

Towels & Bedding  
(bring from home or buy 
in the U.S.) 
+ Towels 
+ Sheets 
+ Pillow 

Miscellaneous 
+  Lightweight, non-

perishable food items, 
such as spices 

+  Photos of friends and 
family 

+  Any sentimental item 
that reminds you of 
home 

Clothes 
+  Shoes (casual, athletic, 

plus one dress pair) 
+ Jeans/pants/shorts 
+  Shirts (short and 

long-sleeved) 
+ Pajamas 
+ Socks & underwear 
+ Bathing suit 

+ Jacket Toiletries 
+ Toothbrush 
+ Toothpaste 
+ Shampoo 
+ Comb/brush 
+ Soap 
+ Deodorant
+  Any special items or 

medication that you 
can only get in your 
country 

Electronics 
+ Adapters  
+ Computer 
+ Flash drive 
+ Camera 
+ Translation calculator
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Visit us on StudyUSA.comGET IN TOUCH!

#youarewelcomehere

“If you have the 
opportunity to study in the 
United States, do it! It is a 

decision that you will never 
regret and that will fill your 

life with unforgettable 
experiences, people, 
and at the same time 

your world perspective 
will open and definitely, 

the opportunities will 
come to you!”

—Priscilla Araya from Costa Rica
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Programs/majors
Accounting

AdministrAtion of Justice

Architecture

Art

Business

chemistry

child development

cinemA/television

computer science

dentAl technology

electronics

engineering

english

english As second lAnguAge

food services

humAnities

JournAlism 

lAnguAges

mArketing

music

nursing

photogrAphy

physicAl science

physics

pre-lAw

psychology

speech communicAtion

theAter

Los Angeles City College, located minutes from the heart of Hollywood, 
is a two-year community college. At LACC you may complete the first two years of a 
Bachelor’s degree then transfer to a 4-year university like UCLA, USC or UC Berkeley to complete 
the last two years of the degree. LACC also offers a two-year Associate Degree; 6 to 24 month 
certificates; and 1 to 2-year career training programs.

History & Diversity: LACC was founded in 1929 and is the original campus site of UCLA. 
We are one of the largest community colleges in the United States with one of the most diverse 
student populations to be found anywhere.

A Great Location: LACC is easily accessed by public transportation and car. In minutes, you 
can travel to Downtown LA, the LA Philharmonic, ballet performances, the Hollywood Bowl, plays, 
musicals, museums, sporting events, Universal Studios, Dodger Stadium, The Greek Theater 
and the Hollywood Walk of Stars. In less than an hour, you can relax on a wide stretch of scenic 
beach. Or, head in the other direction up the mountain for winter skiing. And, Disneyland is in the 
nearby town of Anaheim.

Affordable Tuition and Housing: Like most California community colleges, we do not offer 
on-campus housing. However, there are many apartments for rent in the area. Average monthly 
rent is $800.

English Language Academy: LACC’s comprehensive English Language Academy 
provides intensive language training for college-bound students and professionals.

For morE inFormATion visiT:   www.lacitycollege.edu
LACC international student Center:  http://intl.lacitycollege.edu
855 N. Vermont Avenue | Los Angeles, CA 90029 | (323) 953-4000 ext. 2470
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