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experience Yale
Experience a unique way of learning language and 
culture that will expand your world, your thinking, 

and your confi dence. Experience the energy of
a campus powered by the pursuit of knowledge.

For more information:
Visit us at our website: summer-eli.yale.edu

P.O. Box 208355, New Haven, CT 06520-8355
Telephone: (203) 432-2430, Fax: (203) 432-2434

E-mail: eli2@yale.edu

JULY – AUGUST

6-WEEK SESSIONS 
Intensive English for University Students

English for Graduate
Students & Professionals

3-WEEK SESSION
University Preparation

for High School/Secondary Students

Five Days a Week
Field Trips and a Full Program

of Cultural Activities
On-campus Housing

YALE  ENGLISH
LANGUAGE
INSTITUTE

Join us at Yale to immerse yourself in the university’s 
community  and  academic  programs.  The  English 
Language  Institute  includes  a  3-week  English 
program for high school students, 6-week  intensive 
language  programs  (Intermediate  and  Advanced 
American  English),  as well  as  American  English  for 
Graduate Students and for Professionals in Business 
and Law.
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No TOEFL? No problem!
Through Conditional Admissions, students can 
be accepted into the University of Delaware — 

and no TOEFL is ever required!

successYour path to

* U.S. News & World Report, 2016

Ranked #29 

among Top Public 

Universities in 

the USA!*

www.udel.edu/eli/cap
University of Delaware English Language Institute (ELI) 

189 West Main Street, Newark, Delaware 19716, USA | +1-302-831-0651 | CAPadmissions@udel.edu

Do not let a low TOEFL 

score stop you from 

applying to a top 

American university!



Open Doors with  
a WSU degree!
In the 125 years since WSU’s founding, 
about a quarter million students have 
achieved future success by earning a 
degree here. Choose from more than 
200 fields of study at WSU—many of 
which have been honored nationally 
and internationally for excellence. 

• 90 majors for undergraduates
• 67 master’s degree programs
• 46 doctoral degree programs
• 2 professional degree programs

The WSU Intensive American 
Language Center (IALC) offers 
five eight-week sessions, year-
around, making it convenient 
for students to begin studying 
English at any time.  

•  Intensive English language 
instruction, beginning to 
advanced levels   

•  Preparation for academic 
study 

•  Small classes & experienced 
instructors

•  Best Value tuition rate 

•  Social and cultural events 

•  Accredited by (CEA) 

•  Completion fulfills language 
requirements for admission 
to WSU 

APPLY HERE: www.ialc.wsu.edu

WSU IALC and International 
Undergraduate Admission
E-mail: international@wsu.edu
Phone: 1-509-335-8117
APPLY HERE: www.ip.wsu.edu

Washington State University is accredited by the Northwest 
Commission on Colleges and Universities. Most recently 
reaffirmed in 2013, WSU has been continuously accredited by 
its regional higher education authority since 1918. The WSU 
Intensive American Language Center has CEA accreditation  
and membership in AAIEP.



ESL@unr.edu
www.unr.edu/ielc

international@unr.edu
www.unr.edu/oiss

FULL-TIME ENGLISH  
LANGUAGE PROGRAM
• Six entry dates available year round
• Experience American culture while 

improving your English skills
• University preparation
• Conditional Admission is available

DEGREE PROGRAMS
• Bachelor’s, Master’s and Ph.D. Levels
• Outstanding programs in Engineering, 

Computer Science, Business, Fine Arts, 
Communication, and more

• Affordable tuition and living costs
• Scholarships and graduate 

assistantships available

RENO-TAHOE AREA
• Limitless summer and winter recreation
• Ideal dry climate; sunny days, cool nights
• World-class skiing
• Safe, small city with big 

city attractions
BEST
COLLEGES

U.S. NEWS & 
WORLD REPORT

STUDY IN THE BEAUTIFUL AMERICAN WEST

Join students from 53 countries at Wentworth, conveniently located  
in Boston, a world-class center of technology, business, and culture.  
Don’t miss your chance to attend Wentworth!

A World-Class Education Awaits You in Boston

Focused Academics 
Our collaborative, hands-on education 
prepares students for careers in  
applied mathematics, architecture, 
business management, computer 
science and networking, construction 
management, design, engineering, and 
engineering technology.

Cooperative Learning 
Through two semesters of required 
cooperative learning experiences 
(co-ops), students apply 
classroom knowledge in real-world 
environments, develop valuable 
business contacts, and graduate 
with essential work experience.

Innovation in the Making 
wit.edu

550 Huntington Avenue
Boston, MA 02115-5998
617-989-4030
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ACADEMIC  
EXCELLENCE IN
A CALIFORNIA 
SETTING

International Diploma Programs
Intensive full-time, graduate-level  
business programs:

P  Focused skill building for global  
business success

P  Flexible study options, from four months  
to one year

P  Internship possibilities with U.S. companies

College Foundations Program
Preparation for high school students seeking 
entrance to U.S. universities:

P  Exposure to university-level coursework  
and academic demands

P  Personal college admissions advising
P  Courses on the UC Berkeley campus for 

qualified students

Evening Certificate Programs
International post-baccalaureate study  
in the U.S.:

P  Certificate offerings in business, art, 
interior design and counseling

P  Classes with U.S. adult students and  
working professionals

P  Evening and weekend courses in multiple  
Bay Area locations

UC Berkeley Extension  
International Programs provide  
high-quality instruction in the 
culturally diverse San Francisco  
Bay Area. From college preparation  
to intensive business education,  
Extension offers a world-class  
study-abroad experience.

extension.berkeley.edu/international

DISCOVER WHY STUDENTS WORLDWIDE TRUST THE  
QUALITY THAT COMES WITH THE BERKELEY NAME.
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Seattle, WA 98104
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Visit us on StudyUSA.comGET IN TOUCH! Dear Reader,
There has never been a better 
time to study in the United 
States. Today’s global economy 
needs professionals with 
international experience and 
an excellent command of the 
English language. Choose to 
study English at an EnglishUSA 
or UCIEP member program, 
and you can be assured that it 
meets the highest standards for 
instructional quality and services 
to students.

Choose the USA for the 
beauty of our country and the 
diversity of our people. Choose 
the USA for its countless 
cultural, historical, and 
recreational destinations. Choose 
the USA for its outstanding 
universities and vast educational 
opportunities. Choose top 
quality to make the most of 
your investment in your future. 
Choose a U.S. education.

Suzanne Panferov
UCIEP President
Director, Center for  
English as a Second  
Language (CESL) 
University of Arizona 
www.uciep.org
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Study in the USA® magazine 
helps me a lot to pursue my 
dreams studying in the U.S. 
It has been a dream of mine. 
I have been working hard to  
get me there. 

 Citra FROM INDONESIA

Study in the USA® has 
brought me a lot of 
ideas about USA. I have 
learnt about the many 
opportunities being offered 
to U.S. international students.  

 Malaku FROM HOLLAND

You’re doing a great job. I 
am a school counselor and I 
had received a copy of Study 
in the USA magazine during 
the last fair in Bangkok. I’ll 
make it sure that our high 
school students are updated 
on the information about 
getting into U.S. universities.

 Junjun FROM THAILAND

I’m studying in Wroclaw, 
Poland, but I want to start 
some studies in the USA in 2 
years time. First of all, I want 
to know the language very 
well and then go abroad. 
There are some colleges I’m 
interested about. They sent 
me some folders and I’m 
amazed about some offers. 
In my opinion, your website 
is very helpful. I have a wide 
range of variety of all offers 
I received and I can choose 
exactly what I want to study. 
Thank you :)

 Paulina FROM POLAND

I really liked your magazine 
because it is easy to read 
and you have useful tips 
for international students. I 
liked the article on preparing 
for the visa interview and 
education expenses. Keep 
up the good work!!

 Gianina FROM ITALY

Your site answers all 
questions that may arise 
in my mind. Therefore I am 
satisfied. Just keep it up.

 Leah FROM KENYA

My advisor gave me a copy 
of your magazine, and it 
helped me a lot in deciding 
to study in the United States. 
Thanks for your inspiration! :)

 Senko FROM JAPAN
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Study English in  

FLORIDA
at one of our universities

+  You study in a highly desirable area of the USA.

+  You study with highly qualified instructors.

+  You can gain access to university facilities and activities.

+  You study with students from all over the world.

+  You receive help in securing housing.

+  Your adjustment to a new setting is made easy by a  
friendly and capable support staff.

Florida State University, Tallahassee  

University of North Florida, Jacksonville 

University of Florida, Gainesville

Florida International University, Miami

University of Central Florida, Orlando

Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton

University of Miami, Coral Gables

7 

6

1

5

3
4

2

EnglishInFlorida.org>>>

English Language Program (ELP) 
University of North Florida, 
Jacksonville
www.unf.edu/elp

2

7 English Language Institute
Florida International University, Miami
www.eli.fiu.edu 

6 Intensive English Program
University of Miami, Coral Gables
www.miami.edu/iep 

 4 English Language Institute
University of Central Florida, Orlando
www.international.ucf.edu/eli

3 English Language Institute
University of Florida, Gainesville 
www.eli.ufl.edu

1 Center for Intensive English Studies
Florida State University, Tallahassee
www.cies.fsu.edu

5 Intensive English Institute
Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton
www.fau.edu/intensive-english 

Florida Intensive English Consortium—FIEC
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LIVING AND 
STUDYING IN 

ANOTHER COUNTRY—
ESPECIALLY WHERE 

YOUR LANGUAGE 
ISN’T SPOKEN—IS 

CHALLENGING AND 
REQUIRES COURAGE 

AND A POSITIVE 
ATTITUDE.

W hat would it mean to have an 
American university listed 
on your resume? Why would 

potential employers pause and take no-
tice of your education credentials from the 
United States? 

It would mean that you have advanced 
English language skills and valuable inter-
cultural experience. It would show that you 
studied within one of the best higher educa-
tion systems in the world, with access to ad-
vanced technology and research. They would 
know that you received in-depth instruction, 
learned to problem-solve and have knowl-
edge of modern practices within your field. 

It would mean that you have more 
opportunities. 

Studying in the United States and abroad 
doesn’t just give you tangible degrees and 
certificates. Your experience says something 
about who you are. Living and studying in 
another country—especially where your lan-
guage isn’t spoken—is challenging, requires 
courage and a positive attitude. Sometimes 
these characteristics are more influential 
than your degree. 

Life here, both as an international stu-
dent and visitor, will probably be different 
from what you expect. You may be pleasantly 
surprised to find that the images from films 
and television programs are not always true. 
Americans come in a variety of sizes, colors, 
and shapes. In general, they are very friendly 
and will be interested in learning about you 
and your country.

For any international student, the USA 
has a lot to offer: one of the most presti-
gious, top ranked higher education systems 
in the world, eclectic cities, beautiful natural 
parks, culture, history and a very multicul-
tural population.

Diversity and Variety
The United States offers variety. 

There is a wide range of schools, count-
less areas of study and specialty degrees. If 
you are interested in studying business, you 
are not relegated to just general study, but 
can choose from many concentrations: ac-
counting, marketing, international business, 
business management, business administra-
tion, or finance. (There are many more!) 
This type of specialty study is available at 
the undergraduate, graduate and doctorate 
level, too. 

One option you may not be aware of is 
studying at a community college, which is a 
two-year school in which you can begin your 

university study. You can complete the first 
two years of your bachelor’s degree at a com-
munity college and then transfer your credits 
to a four-year university. This is extremely 
common in the USA. Community colleges 
offer lower tuition costs, smaller class sizes 
and more personal attention. Many com-
munity colleges also offer intensive English 
language programs. 

Or, you can begin your studies at a 
four-year university or college. The varia-
tion and number of choices reflects the 
diversity and enormity of the U.S. You can 
study at a large public university or college. 
If you prefer a more intimate campus and a 
smaller community, you may choose a small 
private university. 

The land and people of the USA are also 
incredibly varied. Wherever you choose to 

While in class, students are encouraged and 
expected to contribute to the discussion. 
Professors meet with students in their offices 
or even share coffee or meals with them. The 
close relationship between students and fac-
ulty serves to motivate students and fosters a 
personal approach to the curriculum. Study-
ing in the U.S. gives you the opportunity to 
gain a mentor in your given career field, an 
invaluable resource.

You may be surprised at your professors’ 
willingness to challenge authority. Academic 
freedom is one of the hallmarks of a U.S. 
university. You will notice different per-
spectives on instruction. Here, students are 
trained to observe and analyze a problem, 
then solve it. You will be expected to listen 
to your classmates and challenge their points 
of view. The goal is pragmatic: this will help 
you gain confidence and the ability to orga-
nize and present an argument.

Most American university students live 
on or near the school campus. You will have 
many opportunities to join planned and in-
formal activities with other students, such as 
hiking, skiing, museum tours, excursions to 
new cities, and visits to local tourist attrac-
tions. Imagine visiting New York City and 
taking a ferry to the Statue of Liberty! Many 
schools have international student organi-
zations and clubs that also plan activities. 
This interaction with other students will 
enhance your English language skills. Your 
fellow students will also teach you about 
American culture and about the diverse cul-
tures represented on any U.S. university or 
college campus.

The Leading Edge
The United States is the leader in many areas 
of technology and research. While studying 
here, you will be exposed to advanced tech-
nology and research. You may be fortunate 
enough to meet, and even study, with the 
leading scholars in your chosen field. Why 
not study with the best?

Living and learning in the USA will ex-
hilarate you. It will change the landscape of 
your life permanently. We guarantee that 
you will return home changed—more con-
fident, more open and knowledgeable, mak-
ing you a citizen of the world with a much 
broader perspective!

Use this Study in the USA® magazine 
and StudyUSA.com to help you embark on 
this exciting academic voyage and make your 
next decision—where to study as an interna-
tional student. 

study, you will encounter a regional culture 
rich in history and local traditions. For 
instance, the West Coast region has many 
beaches, outdoor activities, the people have 
a relaxed attitude and you will probably find 
many local international communities. The 
Midwest has many large research universities 
and the people are known for their hospital-
ity and kindness. The USA is a multiracial 
society that is still absorbing new immi-
grants, which makes it a very dynamic and 
exciting place to experience. While students 
must exercise caution in a few locations, 
streets and university campuses are generally 
clean and safe.

A Unique Higher  
Education System
U.S. universities and colleges may differ 
from those in your home country in several 
ways. For one thing, small class sizes are very 
common. There may be as few as 10 to 20 
students in a class, giving you the personal 
attention you need in order to succeed. 
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  Grade 
Grade  Point Value
A 93-100% 4.00
A- 90-92% 3.67
B+ 87-89% 3.33
B 83-86% 3
B- 80-82% 2.67
C+ 77-79% 2.33
C 73-76% 2
C- 70-72% 1.67
D+ 67-69% 1.33
D 60-66% 1
F 0-59% 1
I Incomplete 0

grading policy

—Vy Cao, from Vietnam, Biochemistry at Alameda College (one of the Peralta Colleges)

[In the U.S.] I can decide on my major when I’m ready; 
and if I change my mind, there are still some general units 
that are accepted for every major and I just need to take 
additional classes to fulfill the requirements to transfer to 
a four-year university.

STUDENT  
TIP

THE American education system 
offers a rich field of choices 

for international students. There is such an 
array of schools, programs and locations 
that the choices may overwhelm students, 
even those from the U.S. As you begin your 
school search, it’s important to familiar-
ize yourself with the American education 
system. Understanding the system will help 
you narrow your choices and develop your 
education plan.

The Educational Structure
Primary and Secondary School
Prior to higher education, American stu-
dents attend primary and secondary school 
for a combined total of 12 years. These years 
are referred to as the first through twelfth 
grades.

Around age six, U.S. children begin pri-
mary school, which is most commonly called 
“elementary school.” They attend five or six 
years and then go onto secondary school.

Secondary school consists of two pro-
grams: the first is “middle school” or “junior 
high school” and the second program is 
“high school.” A diploma or certificate is 
awarded upon graduation from high school. 
After graduating high school (12th grade), 
U.S. students may go on to college or univer-
sity. College or university study is known as 
“higher education.”

Grading System
Just like American students, you will have to 
submit your academic transcripts as part of 
your application for admission to university 
or college. Academic transcripts are official 
copies of your academic work. In the U.S. 
this includes your “grades” and “grade point 
average” (GPA), which are measurements 
of your academic achievement. Courses are 
commonly graded using percentages, which 
are converted into letter grades.

The grading system and GPA in the USA 
can be confusing, especially for international 
students. The interpretation of grades has a 
lot of variation. For example, two students 
who attended different schools both submit 

their transcripts to the same university. They 
both have 3.5 GPAs, but one student attend-
ed an average high school, while the other 
attended a prestigious school that was aca-
demically challenging. The university might 
interpret their GPAs differently because 
the two schools have dramatically different 
standards.

Therefore, there are some crucial things 
to keep in mind:

  You should find out the U.S. equivalent 
of the last level of education you com-
pleted in your home country.

  Pay close attention to the admission 
requirements of each university and 
college, as well as individual degree 
programs, which may have different re-
quirements than the university.

  Regularly meet with an educational 
advisor or guidance counselor to make 
sure you are meeting the requirements.

Your educational advisor or guidance 
counselor will be able to advise you on 
whether or not you must spend an extra year 
or two preparing for U.S. university admis-
sion. If an international student entered 
a U.S. university or college prior to being 
eligible to attend university in their own 
country, some countries’ governments and 
employers may not recognize the students’ 
U.S. education.

Academic Year
The school calendar usually begins in Au-
gust or September and continues through 
May or June. The majority of new students 
begin in autumn, so it is a good idea for 
international students to also begin their 
U.S. university studies at this time. There is 
a lot of excitement at the beginning of the 
school year and students form many great 
friendships during this time, as they are all 
adjusting to a new phase of academic life. 
Additionally, many courses are designed for 
students to take them in sequence, starting 
in autumn and continuing through the year.

The academic year at many schools is 
composed of two terms called “semesters.” 

(Some schools use a three-term calendar 
known as the “trimester” system.) Still, oth-
ers further divide the year into the quarter 
system of four terms, including an optional 
summer session. Basically, if you exclude the 
summer session, the academic year is either 
comprised of two semesters or three quarter 
terms.

The U.S. Higher Education 
System—Levels of Study
First Level: Undergraduate
A student who is attending a college or uni-
versity and has not earned a bachelor’s de-
gree is studying at the undergraduate level. 
It typically takes about four years to earn a 
bachelor’s degree. You can either begin your 
studies in pursuit of a bachelor’s degree at a 
community college or a four-year university 
or college.

Your first two years of study you will 
generally be required to take a wide variety 
of classes in different subjects, commonly 
known as prerequisite courses: literature, 
science, the social sciences, the arts, history, 
and so forth. This is so you achieve a general 
knowledge, a foundation, of a variety of sub-
jects prior to focusing on a specific field of 
study.

Many students choose to study at a com-
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munity college in order to complete the first two years of prerequisite 
courses. They will earn an Associate of Arts (AA) transfer degree and 
then transfer to a four-year university or college.

A “major” is the specific field of study in which your degree is fo-
cused. For example, if someone’s major is journalism, they will earn a 
Bachelor of Arts in Journalism. You will be required to take a certain 
number of courses in this field in order to meet the degree require-
ments of your major. You must choose your major at the beginning of 
your third year of school.

A very unique characteristic of the American higher education sys-
tem is that you can change your major multiple times if you choose. It 
is extremely common for American students to switch majors at some 
point in their undergraduate studies. Often, students discover a differ-
ent field that they excel in or enjoy. The American education system is 
very flexible. Keep in mind though that switching majors may result in 
more courses, which means more time and money.

Second Level: Graduate in Pursuit of a Master’s Degree
Presently, a college or university graduate with a bachelor’s degree 
may want to seriously think about graduate study in order to enter 
certain professions or advance their career. This degree is usually 
mandatory for higher-level positions in fields like library science, en-
gineering, behavioral health, and education.

Furthermore, international students from some countries are only 
permitted to study abroad at a graduate level. You should inquire 
about the credentials needed to get a job in your country before you 
apply to a postgraduate university in the USA.

A graduate program is usually a division of a university or college. 
To gain admission, you will need to take the GRE (Graduate Record 
Examination). Certain master’s programs require specific tests, such as 
the LSAT for law school, the GRE or GMAT for business school, and 
the MCAT for medical school.

Graduate programs in pursuit of a master’s degree typically take 
one to two years to complete. For example, the MBA (Master of Busi-
ness Administration) is an extremely popular degree program that 
takes about two years. Other master’s programs, such as journalism, 
only take one year.

The majority of a master’s program is spent in classroom study and 
a graduate student must prepare a long research paper called a “mas-
ter’s thesis” or complete a “master’s project.”

Third Level: Graduate in Pursuit of a Doctorate Degree
Many graduate schools consider the attainment of a master’s de-
gree the first step towards earning a PhD (doctorate). But at other 
schools, students may prepare directly for a doctorate without also 
earning a master’s degree. It may take three years or more to earn a 
PhD degree. For international students, it may take as long as five or 
six years.

For the first two years of the program most doctoral candidates 
enroll in classes and seminars. At least another year is spent conduct-
ing firsthand research and writing a thesis or dissertation. This paper 
must contain views, designs, or research that have not been previously 
published.

A doctoral dissertation is a discussion and summary of the current 
scholarship on a given topic. Most U.S. universities awarding doctor-
ates also require their candidates to have a reading knowledge of two 
foreign languages, to spend a required length of time “in residence,” to 
pass a qualifying examination that officially admits candidates to the 

freshman
Jane begins  

her undergraduate 
studies at  

Highline College

sophomore
She takes many  

prerequisite courses and 
earns her associate of 
arts (AA) degree from 
Highline College. She’s 

ready to transfer to 
university!

junior
She transfers to  

Washington State University, 
majoring in Marketing. She 

takes two quarters (one 
semester) of classes and 
realizes she would rather 

major in Computer Science. 
She meets with an  

advisor and officially 
switches majors.

senior
Jane graduates!
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innovate

#1Innovative
University
in the U.S.
(U.S. News  
and World Report)

#1Public University
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International
Students
(Institute of International  
Education)

#1Largest
Public
University
in the U.S.
(U.S. Department  
of Education)

#1Producer of  
Fulbright
Scholars
(U.S. News  
and World Report)

                      two unique  
programs just for you at 
Arizona State University.

Earn 25 academic credits 
(freshman) toward selected ASU 
undergraduate degrees.
The credits you earn in ASU-USA 
Pathways are transferable to other major 
U.S. universities.*

Ease Into the American  
Educational System
Learn with Americans and other 
internationals in supportive classes, taking  
3 terms to complete 2 terms of courses.
Guaranteed Admission to ASU  
as a Sophomore
Students who complete our 3-term 
program with a 3.0 grade point average  
(GPA) are guaranteed full admission into 
the 2nd year of a selected Business or 
Arts and Sciences degree program.
A New Beginning
Only the GPA earned in ASU-USA 
Pathways is considered when applying 
to one of the academic degree programs 
linked to it. 
Guaranteed On-campus Housing
Students are guaranteed on-campus 
housing on West Campus. Thrive in 
a supportive environment and enjoy a 
rich cultural experience with maximum 
exposure to our American student body.
Intakes in Fall and Spring. Begin 
your pathway to the future!
 

1>Start your degree with full 
academic and English support in 
the ASU-USA Pathways program.  

2>Learn English in the largest 
Intensive English Program (IEP) 
in America.

Over 150 masters degree educators 
help you achieve your goals.
Our Students
Global Launch students come from over  
160 countries. Our average class size is 15 
students to 1 teacher, and the majority transfer  
to ASU’s world-renowned degree programs.
Conditional Admission to ASU 
Students who do not meet ASU’s English 
requirements can be admitted to an 
undergraduate degree program with the 
condition that they complete their English 
language training at Global Launch. 
TOEFL Waiver 
Students who successfully complete  
the Advanced 2 level of English at  
Global Launch will not be required to  
provide TOEFL or IELTS score for  
admission to most ASU undergraduate  
and graduate degree programs.
Core and Elective Courses
Full-time students study 21 hours per  
week, which includes 3 core courses  
and one elective. 4 different elective  
tracks are offered with over 25 different 
elective courses. Elective tracks include: 
Business, STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics),  
Hospitality, and General Studies.
Intakes occur 5 times per year in Fall, 
Spring and Summer, in 4- and 8-week 
sessions. Apply today! 

Phoenix

Arizona

California

Nevada

Grand Canyon 
National Park

San Francisco

Los Angeles

Las Vegas

San DiegoU.S.A.

 Apply now.   |   Get info.  |   Contact us.

DISCOVER

 Apply now.   |  Get info.  |   Contact us.

* Transfer subject to specific  
  university transfer policy.



PhD program, and to pass an oral examination on the same topic as 
the dissertation.

Characteristics of the  
U.S. Higher Education System
Classroom Environment
Classes range from large lectures with several hundred students to 
smaller classes and seminars (discussion classes) with only a few 
students. The American university classroom atmosphere is very dy-
namic. You will be expected to share your opinion, argue your point, 
participate in class discussions and give presentations. International 
students find this one of the most surprising aspects of the American 
education system.

Each week professors usually assign textbook and other readings. 
You will be expected to stay current with the required readings and 
homework so you can participate in class discussions and understand 
the lectures. Certain degree programs also require students to spend 
time in the laboratory.

Professors issue grades for each student enrolled in the course. 
Grades are usually based upon:

  Each professor will have a unique set of class participation re-
quirements, but students are expected to participate in class 
discussions, especially in seminar classes. This is often a very im-
portant factor in determining a student’s grade.

  A midterm examination is usually given during class time.
  One or more research or term papers, and/or laboratory reports 
must be submitted for evaluation.

  Possible short exams or quizzes are given. Sometimes profes-
sors will give an unannounced “pop quiz.” These may not count 
heavily toward the grade, but is intended to inspire students to 
keep up with their assignments and attendance.

  A final examination will be held after the final class meeting.

Credits
Each course is worth a certain number of credits or credit hours. 
This number is roughly the same as the number of hours a student 
spends in class for that course each week. A course is typically worth 
three to five credits.

A full-time program at most schools is 12 or 15 credit hours (four 
or five courses per term) and a certain number of credits must be ful-
filled in order to graduate. International students are expected to en-
roll in a full-time program during each term.

Transfers
If a student enrolls at a new university before finishing a degree, gen-
erally most credits earned at the first school can be used to complete 
a degree at the new university. This means a student can transfer to 
another university and still graduate within a reasonable time. 

—Xujie Zhao, from China,  
Computer Networking at  
Wentworth Institute of Technology

I like that schedules are 
flexible, classes are fun, 
and the variety of activities 
I can participate in.

STUDENT  
TIP

TYPES OF U.S.  
HIGHER EDUCATION
1/ STATE COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY
A state school is supported and run by a state or local 
government. Each of the 50 U.S. states operates at 
least one state university and possibly several state 
colleges. Many of these public universities have the 
name of the state, or the actual word “State” in their 
names: for example, Washington State University and 
the University of Michigan.

2/ PRIVATE COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY
These schools are privately run as opposed to being 
run by a branch of the government. Tuition is usually 
higher at private schools than at state schools. Often, 
private U.S. universities and colleges are smaller in size 
than state schools.

Religiously affiliated universities and colleges are 
private schools. Nearly all these schools welcome 
students of all religions and beliefs. Yet, there are a 
percentage of schools that prefer to admit students 
who hold similar religious beliefs as those in which the 
school was founded.

3/ COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Community colleges are two-year colleges that 
award associate’s degrees (transferable), as well as 
certifications. There are many types of associate 
degrees, but the most important distinguishing factor 
is whether or not the degree is transferable. Usually, 
there will be two primary degree tracks: one for 
academic transfer and the other prepares students to 
enter the workforce straightaway. University transfer 
degrees are generally associate of arts or associate 
of science. Not likely to be transferrable are the 
associate of applied science degrees and certificates of 
completion.

Community college graduates most commonly 
transfer to four-year colleges or universities to 
complete their degree. Because they can transfer 
the credits they earned while attending community 
college, they can complete their bachelor’s degree 
program in two or more additional years. Many also 
offer ESL or intensive English language programs, 
which will prepare students for university-level courses.

If you do not plan to earn a higher degree than the 
associate’s, you should find out if an associate’s degree 
will qualify you for a job in your home country.

4/ INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
An institute of technology is a school that provides at 
least four years of study in science and technology. 
Some have graduate programs, while others offer 
short-term courses. 
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The world’s leader in aviation and aerospace education offers 
more than 80 degree programs to students who want to fulfill 
their dreams and aspirations for creating a better world. Home 
to a diverse student population from 125 nations, Embry-Riddle 
combines impressive faculty with state-of-the-art buildings, 
laboratories, classrooms and online programs for a rich learning 
experience. You expect a cutting-edge experience-driven 
education, we offer that and more.

1.386.226.6115 | www.erau.edu/international 
international.admissions@erau.edu

The Leader in Aviation, Aerospace, 
and so much more…

Applied Science | Aviation | Business | Computers & Technology 
Engineering | Security & Intelligence | Space

AREAS OF STUDY

®

An Extraordinary Opportunity to Learn English®

The New England School of English
Harvard Square

Perfect Location

Experienced Staff
Small Classes

Specialized Subjects

Flexible Schedule
Housing Options

Pathways to University 

Located Adjacent to Harvard University in Harvard Square, One of the Most Dynamic Student 
Centers in the United States
Teachers Trained at Harvard and Other Top Universities
6 to 12 Students per Class - Programs for Students, Professionals, and Seniors     
Grammar & Idioms ◆ Reading & Writing ◆ Conversation & Listening ◆ Intensive TOEFL® Preparation 
 Business English ◆ Legal English ◆ and More... 
Intensive and Semi-Intensive Programs Beginning Every Month
Live with an American Family or in a Student Residence
University Counseling & University Placement Services ◆ Admittance into Universities and Colleges without TOEFL

For more information, please contact:                                                                                                                                               
The New England School of English
Harvard Square
36 John F. Kennedy Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
USA

Tel: +1 (617) 864-7170
Fax: +1 (617) 864-7282
E-mail: admissions@nese.edu
Apply Online: apply.nese.com
www.nese.edu

®

◆
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Anastasia Borovich from Russia attended Foothill Community 
College in Los Altos, California and then transferred to UCLA 
where she is a senior, majoring in Mathematics and Economics.

Why did you decide to study in the USA?
I came to America for a few weeks in the 
summer as a student at a language school. I 
loved the entire experience so much that as 
soon as I returned home, I told my family it 
would be amazing if I could go back there 
to continue my education. Of course, a big 
part of it was also the fact that American 
universities are prominent and recognized 
around the world.

Why did you choose Foothill Community 
College? 
I found out about Foothill Community 
College from some brochures at my lan-
guage school. I went to campus to check it 
out and immediately fell in love with the 
location. I was also very pleased to find out 
that Foothill and its sister school De Anza 
are ranked among top community colleges 
in the state. Foothill also has a great transfer 
support system. 

What do you miss most?
After spending five years in the United 
States, I feel very much at home here. How-
ever, if I were to name one thing I miss the 
most about Russia, I would say—food! 

What was your biggest surprise? 
Here in California, I came to appreciate the 
cultural diversity. I have had a chance to 
become acquainted with and get to know 
people from many other countries, which 
truly sparked the wanderlust inside me. 

Education-wise, I would say I was most 
surprised at how much freedom is given to 
the students as far as selecting the academic 
program and classes. 

How have you handled:
... language differences?
I started learning English even before I went 
to elementary school, however, learning a 
language in the classroom setting is obvi-
ously very different from practicing it in real 
life, so I did experience difficulties at first, 
especially with expressing myself verbally. 
The truth is, though, most of the pressure 
comes from your own insecurities. One 
simple thing to always remember—nobody 
really cares about your accent or how many 
mistakes you make. People are generally 
very understanding, especially in the aca-
demic setting. 

... finances?
Living and studying in the U.S., especially in 
the vicinity of metropolitan areas is expen-
sive. As soon as I came to Foothill College, I 
was able to get a job as an office assistant at 
Foothill International Office. This addition-
al income helped me a lot. 

During my time in Foothill, I also re-
ceived two scholarships, which helped me a 
lot with my tuition.

... adjusting to a different educational 
system?
The adjustment was not difficult at all. If 
anything, it was a lot of fun. I loved the fact 
that I am in charge of my own curriculum.

How easy or difficult was making 
friends?
It really depends on your personality. Over-
all, I would say, it is not that difficult. The 
main key is to be open-minded and not 
be afraid to interact with people outside 
of your habitual circle. Studying abroad is 
not just about going to school in a different 
country—it is also about increasing your 
knowledge about the world and people all 
around it.

How relevant is your U.S. education to 
your personal goals and to the needs of 
your country?  
After graduation I am intending to find a 
job in a financial or economic field, some-
thing related to economic research and 
analysis to gain some valuable industry ex-
perience. Then, I would like to go back to 
school for my graduate degree, so that later 
on I could teach in college. I love the idea of 
helping others, and I hope I can eventually 
be there to mentor the younger generation.

What is your advice to other students 
who are considering a U.S. education?
My advice is don’t be afraid. This entire ex-
perience seems scary. The truth is, no matter 
what, you will be able to figure it all out, 
and wherever you go, you will always have 
resources that you can utilize and that are 
intended to aid you on your way. The whole 
experience makes you more mature and 
helps you grow as a person. So, regardless of 
what it is you are afraid of, I say—give it a 
shot and see where you end up, because an 
adventure like that is definitely worth it. 

“One simple thing to 
always remember—
nobody really cares 

about your accent or 
how many mistakes 

you make.”
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“You need to make an 
effort to meet new 

people instead of sitting 
at home all the time.”

Why did you decide to study in the USA?
Studying in the USA has been my dream 
since being at the college in Turkey. I believe 
gaining a degree from an American university 
differentiates me from my peers. I can make 
a good career, as well as improve English lan-
guage skills and learn American culture.

Why did you choose Indiana University 
(IU) Bloomington Intensive English  
Program (IEP)? 
It was not a hard decision studying at Indiana 
University Bloomington, which has a very 
good reputation. I found that IEP at IU is a 
perfect fit for my professional goals. It pro-
vides a wide range of courses, aimed mainly at 
preparing international students to study Eng-
lish in an academic way. 

How has this program helped you to 
handle future study at a U.S. university?
I have been studying for two months, but 
what I have learnt so far is innumerable. We 
have highly trained, professional instructors, 
so I can ask all my questions and find its an-

swers explicitly. One thing that I have learnt 
makes me very comfortable in my future stud-
ies is writing an academic paper. 

What do you like best?
Indiana University Bloomington has a fasci-
nating environment offering many free events 
from music to technology. Lastly, I like that I 
can make contact with my instructors anytime 
without hesitation.

What do you miss most?
Although I miss my family and friends, we 
overcome longing by video chatting. How-
ever, my mother’s dishes that I cannot find are 
missed a lot. 

What was your biggest surprise? 
My biggest surprise about U.S. life is tipping. 
People tip for almost everything in the USA, 
while it is not necessary in Turkey. Also, size 
of classes is smaller than I experienced in Tur-
key, yet we can communicate with our instruc-
tors easily in this way.

... your biggest disappointment?
I think the weather condition is the biggest 
disappointment for me as it changes quickly.

How have you handled: 
... language differences?
Firstly, Intensive English Program (IEP) is 
helping to improve my English. Secondly, I 
have joined Practical English Tutorials (PET). 
I talk with native speakers who are eager to 
share their knowledge of the language and 
culture in the tutorials. Lastly, I made lots of 
American and international friends by joining 
a student club.

... finances?
Honestly, living expenses are lower than I 
expected. I live in on-campus and rental rates 
are not high at all. Also, both campus and city 
buses are free for students in Bloomington. I 
have a scholarship from the Turkish govern-
ment and get along easily.

... adjusting to a different educational 
system?
I go to every class that I have. If you are a re-
sponsible person, there is no educational dif-
ference for you. I listen to my instructors and 

do what they tell me to do carefully. 

What are your activities? 
Bloomington has a very good location, so I 
go on small trips whenever I have free time. I 
got involved in a group and we get together 
every weekend to do activities such as cook-
ing, bowling and sports. You never get bored 
in Bloomington.

How easy or difficult was making 
friends?
To me, making American friends is pretty 
easy. People who I have met so far are easy-
going and eager to know different cultures and 
people. The important thing about making 
American friends is that you need to make an 
effort to meet new people instead of sitting at 
home all the time.

How relevant is your U.S. education to 
your personal goals and to the needs of 
your country?  
My career goal is being a knowledgeable schol-
ar at a university upon completing my Masters 
of Science and Ph.D. degrees in the USA. I be-
lieve the United States of America is the best 
place to excel in my professional and academic 
life because universities in the USA are front-
runners in the academic world. 

What is your advice to other students 
who are considering a U.S. education?
Firstly, you need to make the right choice; 
therefore, you need to carefully search about 
universities to find the best place for you. Sec-
ondly and most importantly, improve your 
English skills as much as you can, while you 
are in Turkey. Lastly, get ready for exams that 
are needed for you future studies. 

Semih Isik from Turkey is studying in the 
Intensive English Program (IEP) at Indiana 
University Bloomington in Bloomington, 
Indiana. He plans to pursue a graduate 
degree in Electrical Engineering.
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College of the Desert

• University transfer success

• 85 degree & certificate 
programs

• Small class size

• Experienced faculty

• 450/45 TOEFL requirement

• American host family 
program

• Intensive English Academy

• Safe and beautiful Southern 
California location

College of the Desert, International Education Program
43-500 Monterey Ave., Palm Desert, CA 92260  USA  

Tel: 760-776-7205 • Fax: 760-862-1361
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Study in the world-famous  
Palm Springs, California resort area!
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Indiana University’s  
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Campus
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5.  Academic Placement 
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7.  Exciting Big 10  
Conference Sports 

See us at iep.indiana.edu

Intensive English Program
Memorial Hall 313
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Bloomington, Indiana 47405 - 7005, U.S.A.

Fax: (812) 855-5605
Tel: (812) 855-6457
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A Major Research University
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University: Over 70 
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Language Workshops:  
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Live and Study in Washington, DC

English as a Foreign Language 
Georgetown University  Box 571054 • Washington, D.C. 20057-1054 U.S.A.
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• Accredited by CEA, member of EnglishUSA and UCIEP
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Nabil Salik from India is a master’s student 
majoring in Mechanical Engineering at  
Southern Illinois University Carbondale in 
Carbondale, Illinois.

Why did you decide to study in the USA?
The education system in the U.S. is one of 
the best in the world and a degree from an 
American university makes one more mar-
ketable in the job market. Besides, there are 
a lot of opportunities to do different things 
that aren’t available in every country. 

Why did you choose Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale (SIU)? 
The area that I conduct research in as part 
of my program is not very common to find 
in an academic setting. SIU is one of the 
very few universities in the U.S. with that 
focus.

What do you like best?
The University is very welcoming to inter-
national students. As for the program, the 
professor I work with has advised compa-
nies across the world and is widely pub-
lished. His experience teaches me things 
that aren’t found in textbooks.

What do you miss most?
Primarily family, friends and food. It might 
be amusing, but I also miss the chaotic life 
in a developing country. 

What was your biggest surprise? 
That life is not perfect [here] as I was made 
to believe prior to getting here. Many of the 
problems that exist back home also exist 
here, only the packaging is different. 

... your biggest disappointment?
Food! 

How have you handled:
... language differences?
I was already fluent in English before I came 
here. However, it took me a while to under-
stand the references people make to popular 
culture. Also, conversations here begin with 
a lot of small talk, which felt a little awk-
ward in the beginning, but not anymore.

... finances?
I have a job on campus that qualifies me for 
a tuition waiver and pays a monthly stipend. 
If you are smart with your spending, it is 
not that difficult to survive.

... adjusting to a different educational 
system?
The casual nature of education where you 
can address a professor by his/her first name 
was different than what I was used to. But, 
being able to speak the language made it 
very easy to adjust.

What are your activities? 
Part of my job requires me to plan and orga-
nize the orientation and other social events 
for international students and so I have a lot 
of fun while I’m working. Besides that, I’m 
part of a student run investment fund that 
manages investments on behalf of the uni-
versity’s foundation.

How easy or difficult was making 
friends?
It takes a little bit more time than in it 
would in India, since both me and the per-
son I’m trying to be friends with are extra 
careful to not overstep any boundaries that 
arise from the differences in culture. Having 
travelled quite a bit and due to my igno-
rance regarding video games, most of my 
friends are from an older generation and/or 
from a different country than mine.  

How relevant is your U.S. education to 
your personal goals and to the needs of 
your country?  
I plan to stay in the U.S. after graduation to 
complete my Optional Practical Training 
(OPT) period. I will return home after that, 
taking with me knowledge and experience 
that wasn’t available to most of the people 
in my country. I will use it to contribute to-
wards making India a better place. 

What is your advice to other students 
who are considering a U.S. education?
Opportunities are abundant, but they don’t 
come easily. Hard work and networking is 
critical to succeed in the US.  

“A degree from an 
American university 

makes one more 
marketable in the 

job market.”
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T he United States attracts millions 
of international students to its uni-
versities and colleges because the 

USA offers so many choices and some of 
the best facilities in the world. With more 
than 3,000 colleges and universities in the 
United States, the options are almost limit-
less. Yet, because the choices are so varied, 
deciding which program to attend is not an 
easy choice. Therefore you will have to de-
termine your priorities. 

One of the best characteristics of the 
American higher education system is that 
there are many great school options for just 
about everyone, from community colleges 
to career schools to private, liberal arts col-
leges to large, public universities. Other 
factors you must also consider are the geo-
graphic location of a school, its size, and the 
degree programs it offers.

As an international applicant you have 
a special challenge. You may have never 
visited the USA, or seen the campuses that 
interest you. It’s important that you take ex-
tra care to find out about each school’s loca-
tion and the kind of people who study and 
teach there. These considerations can be as 
valuable to you as the quality of the school’s 
academic programs.

Begin your search early and 
consider your long-term goals
First, you should take plenty of time to re-
search your potential choices. It takes a long 
time to identify which colleges might be 
appropriate, so it is important to begin this 
process 12 to 18 months before you wish to 
begin your studies. (Keep in mind that the 
school year begins in August or September 
in the United States.) 

Many of you also need to consider that 
you will need three to nine months of an 
English as a Second Language (ESL) pro-
gram to prepare for high-level academic 
work. See the list of questions in the sidebar 
at right.

Educational Advisors
With all the choices, it helps to know where 
to find relevant information so you can 
narrow your search. Many students turn to 
educational advisors for guidance. “Educa-
tional advisor” is a broad term and different 
people and organizations can fill this role 
for you. 

The United States government has ad-
vising centers (either sponsored through 
the Public Affairs Section of a consulate or 

embassy), as well as EducationUSA and Ful-
bright Commission offices throughout the 
world. Your country may co-sponsor a bina-
tional center with the United States govern-
ment—these centers are a good resource. 
There are also not-for-profit organizations 
such as AMIDEAST and the Institute of 
International Education.

Many of these organizations do not 
charge a fee for advising, but may charge for 
services such as photocopying or postage. 
Most of them have informational brochures 
and catalogs, as well as Internet access for 
researching universities. You will also find 
valuable information about important ex-
aminations like TOEFL, SAT, ACT, GRE 
and GMAT. These tests may be crucial to 
your admission.  

It is common for advising centers to 
hold group-advising sessions in which stu-
dents watch videos about universities and 
life at American colleges. After the videos, 
an advisor is then available for comments 
and questions.

Many countries also have private educa-
tional advising agencies, but they do charge 
a fee for services. These companies gener-
ally have more resources than the non-profit 
advising offices, and have direct relation-
ships with many intensive English programs 
and universities. For a fee, they can help you 
make a decision about which schools inter-
est you and then help you through the ap-
plication and visa process.

Some students seek advice from fam-
ily members or friends who have studied 
in the United States. The benefit is that if 
you know and trust them, and you can ask 
specific questions about the institutions 
they attended. Keep in mind, however, that 
these informal educational advisors may 
only have information about one or two 
institutions, so it is not in your best interest 
to only depend on their feedback. Everyone 
has a unique study abroad experience—you 
need to decide what’s right for you.

Internet
Of course, because of the Internet, to-
day’s students have access to much more 
information than previous generations. 
The challenge can be that there is TOO 
MUCH information, which can make find-
ing reputable sources difficult. It is usually 
best to use the Internet as a tool when you 
want to research specific institutions or aca-
demic degrees. 

Just like this copy of Study in the USA, 

  What are my career 
goals?
  Am I willing to move 
away from home and 
live in a new country 
for four years or more?
  Have I considered the 
total cost (including 
living expenses) for this 
education?
  Have I determined what 
type of credentials 
my future career path 
requires?
  Does my home country 
impose any regulations 
with respect to 
studying in the United 
States?
  What types of student 
organizations interest 
me?
  Do I have any particular 
religious affiliation 
that needs to be 
considered?
  Are the American 
universities or career 
schools’ degree 
programs recognized 
by the government of 
my country?
  Where can I find 
information about 
American universities?

multilingual websites like StudyUSA.com 
are specially designed for international stu-
dents like you. You will find comprehensive 
information about studying in the USA, 
such as how to choose a program, getting 
a visa, and the estimated costs of tuition. 
There are also numerous featured profiles of 
universities, colleges and English language 
programs. From these profiles you can con-
tact programs directly for more informa-
tion and apply online. Use the customizable 
search engine on StudyUSA.com to help 
you pick the schools and programs that fit 
you best. 

WHAT KIND OF 
EDUCATION  

DO I WANT?
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FACTORS to 
CONSIDER

 Academic Field/Major

 Degrees & Graduate 
Schools

 Academic Standards & 
Prestige (Rankings)

 Location & Region

 City, Suburb or Town

 Total Cost for Your 
Education

 Large University or  
Small College

 TOEFL requirements  
(or TOEFL waivers)

 Accreditation

 Types of Accreditation

A Copy of Study in the USA® 
Look throughout this Study in the USA 
magazine to find many excellent programs 
that welcome international students.

Factors to Consider
We have gathered some criteria to help you 
throughout your search. All of these factors 
can be important, but depending on your 
preferences, some may be more significant 
than others. Think about these things to re-
fine your priorities.

1 / ACADEMIC FIELD (MAJOR)
Unlike universities in most countries, at 
universities in the USA you do not usu-
ally have to decide your main field of study 
(major) when you first enroll. However, if 
you know what you wish to study, make 
sure that each of the universities to which 
you apply has an accredited program in 
this area. Almost all colleges and universi-
ties offer popular majors, such as business 
and information technology. But if you are 
interested in some more specialized fields, 
such as marine biology or archaeology, it is 
important for you to check ahead. 

Aside from a few specialized institutions 
of higher learning, most colleges and uni-
versities in the USA offer a wide variety of 
subjects. It is nearly always possible to study 
your major and pursue other subjects at the 
same time. Traditional liberal arts colleges 
normally award bachelor’s degrees in the sci-
ences and in the arts. These schools have the 
additional advantage of offering a close asso-
ciation with its professors and their research. 

You might decide to attend a school that 
mainly offers courses in your area of study. 
There are U.S. colleges that are exclusive to 
one field, such as business or engineering, 
for example. On the other hand, perhaps 
you would rather study at a school where 
a wider variety of subjects are taught. This 
gives you more options and flexibility. 

2 / DEGREES & GRADUATE 
SCHOOLS
Be sure in your research and application 
process that you are seeking information 
and applying to the correct degree program. 
If you have finished secondary school (high 
school), or have completed some university 
studies without having earned a degree, you 
are applying for undergraduate studies (this 
means for a two-year associate’s degree or 
a four-year bachelor’s degree). For most of 
these programs, you do not have to apply 

for a specific degree, but just for admission 
to the college or university.

Master’s and doctoral degrees are con-
sidered graduate programs, sometimes re-
ferred to as “post-graduate.” It is crucial that 
you make sure that the schools that interest 
you have the appropriate graduate degree. 
A degree program that is merely an evening 
or weekend program may not be intensive 
enough for you to maintain your status as 
a full-time student. (Many MBA programs 
are evening and/or weekend programs.) 
Furthermore, unlike undergraduate admis-
sions, your application needs to be submit-
ted directly to the department at the univer-
sity to which you are applying.

For most graduate degrees, you will have 
to submit standardized test scores from ex-
ams such as the GMAT (for graduate busi-
ness programs) and the GRE. To qualify for 
these degrees you must have the equivalent 
of a four-year university degree.

3 / ACADEMIC STANDARDS &  
PRESTIGE (RANKINGS)
Admission to some U.S. colleges and uni-
versities—particularly the most famous and 
prestigious ones—is highly competitive, 
especially for international students. An 
educational advisor is useful in determining 
whether you have a realistic chance of being 
admitted. For the majority of students, it is 
more practical to find a quality institution 
where they will be academically challenged, 
rather than insisting on attending one of the 
top 50 universities in the United States.

Research each school’s admission stan-
dards and how your own record will mea-
sure up against them. Ask your counselor 
and teachers about your probability of be-
ing admitted to your selected schools. Be 
aware that most colleges and universities 
base their admissions decision on academic 
performance. Your extracurricular activities 
will also be considered. Scores on standard-
ized admissions tests are important, but 
your marks or grades from school are more 
important.

4 / LOCATION & REGION
Geographic region and location can be 
highly influential. You will be living in the 
United States for possibly years and where 
you choose to study could affect your overall 
experience and your access to professional 
opportunities. Think about what you would 
prefer, or at least which areas are acceptable 
to you. In total numbers, the majority of in-

ternational students in the United States live 
on or near either the East or West Coasts. 
Are you from a tropical climate? If so, you 
should consider whether you would enjoy 
living in New England, with world-class uni-
versities but a cold climate.

Along with the geographic location, 
think about extracurricular activities. Are 
you interested in any specific type of cul-
tural, sporting or recreational activity to 
practice outside of your class time? Some 
people are attracted to mountain areas, 
such as Colorado or Vermont, for ski-
ing or snowboarding. Others wish to live 
near Florida’s Atlantic coast or in Southern 
California so they can surf. Theater fans are 
drawn to cities like San Francisco or New 
York City. Some students prefer to live 
close to communities of their countrymen, 
making places like New York City and Los 
Angeles popular. Other students choose to 
be somewhere in “Middle America” where 
they can have an almost complete cultural 
immersion. 

It may surprise you that many of the 
United States’ most important research uni-
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n   Two-year college offering 50 Academic 
Programs

n   Majors in business, computers, liberal arts 
and more

n   Study first two years of BA/BS degree

n   Easy transfer to four year colleges and 
universities

n    Full-time Intensive English Language Program

n  TOEFL exam score not required

n   Dormitory-style apartments available

n Three hour drive to New York City, Boston or 
Montreal

Fulton-Montgomery  
Community College

Johnstown, New York

Intl@fmcc.suny.edu

www.fmcc.suny.edu

Fulton-Montgomery
Community College

State University of New York

FM is located in a rural community in east central New 
York State near the state capital of Albany.

LEARN ENGLISH IN TEXAS
The friendliest people you’ll ever meet

www.tiep.edu  www.tiep.edu/university-express

  Expert teachers and staff
  Extra-curricular activities
  Conditional admission and TOEFL waiver
  Certificates
  University Express:  A pathway to  

university degrees

umflint.edu/scholarships

#umflintic

SCHOLARSHIP
S

FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

FRESHMEN MERIT SCHOLARSHIP
For students with strong academic records applying as 
first-time freshmen, our newly expanded Freshmen Merit 
Scholarship program offers automatic awards up to $7,000 USD 
a year. 

The minimum requirements for scholarship eligibility are a high 
school GPA of 3.25 on a 4.0 scale and a 24/ACT OR 1090/SAT. 

There is no separate scholarship application and applicants 
will automatically be considered for a scholarship.

For details, visit umflint.edu/merit.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP
UM-Flint offers scholarships from $1,000 USD to $4,500 USD 
to qualified undergraduate international students. For priority 
scholarship consideration, students must submit their 
completed application, including all required supporting 
documents, by March 1. 

There is not a separate scholarship application; all applicants 
to UM-Flint are automatically considered for scholarships.

Learn more at umflint.edu/international-scholarships. 

Additional scholarship opportunities become available to all 
students once they have a UM-Flint GPA.
Learn more at: umflint.edu/scholarships.

umflint.edu/international

University of Michigan-Flint • International Center
219 University Center • 303 East Kearsley St. • Flint, Michigan 48502

Email: ic@umflint.edu      Phone: +1 810-762-0867
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versities are located in small cities or towns 
such as Lawrence, Kansas, or Madison, Wis-
consin. These cities might not be famous in 
other countries, but are well known “college 
towns” with relatively low cost of living and 
a high quality of life.

5 / CITY, SUBURB OR TOWN?
Concentrating on the issue of location, the 
type of area can be as important as the re-
gion. Be aware that the majority of univer-
sities are not located in the center of large 
cities such as New York City, San Francisco 
or Chicago. Many of the great universi-
ties—that attract thousands of international 
students each year—are in small cities and 
towns. This can be a very big adjustment 
for students from huge cities, so take that 
into consideration. Yet, tens of thousands of 
students each year settle into their studies in 
small cities or towns. Most people can adapt 
to a new reality.

One compromise can be a suburb—resi-
dential areas outside major cities—where 
there are many attractive colleges. Suburbs 
give the tranquility and space needed for 
world-class facilities but are close to the ex-
citement of large cities. 

If living in a metropolitan or large city is 
really important to you, there are hundreds 
of schools in the heart of major cities. 

6 / TOTAL COST FOR YOUR 
EDUCATION
Try to calculate the total cost for your stud-
ies, including living expenses. You can often 
get this information via colleges’ websites. 
Elite, private colleges and universities usu-
ally have higher tuition costs than public 
universities. There are a few private institu-
tions with very competitive costs compared 
to public universities.

Generally speaking, the areas away from 
the East and West Coasts have a lower 
cost of living, in some cases, considerably 
lower. California’s two excellent univer-
sity systems—University of California and 
California State University—have dozens of 
attractive campus locations with relatively 
inexpensive tuition. But, the cost of living 
can often be twice that in other states, so 
your total cost may be higher in California. 
Please be aware that costs increase every 
year.

7 / LARGE UNIVERSITY OR  
SMALL COLLEGE?
Most international students enroll at large, 

research universities. Typically these are 
public universities that are supported by 
their state government. These offer good 
“brand names” on your resume. Abroad, 
schools like Yale University and the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley are well known 
to families and future employers. But before 
you decide on these large schools, remem-
ber that there are hundreds of smaller 
universities and colleges that might also be 
good options for you.

Small colleges generally provide a more 
sheltered environment and smaller class 
sizes. Usually they have a better ratio of stu-
dents to faculty, therefore you may receive 
more personal attention. This often eases 
the educational and cultural transition. In-
tegration into student life can be easier at a 
smaller college.

Large, research-focused universities have 
more technical majors like architecture and 
engineering. And, if they are public, the 
tuition costs tend to be lower. These schools 
will have more international students and it 
is likely that other students from your coun-
try will be there.

8 / TOEFL REQUIREMENTS  
(OR TOEFL WAIVERS)
For most international students, the 
TOEFL examination is a source of anxiety. 
But, unless you have been educated in the 
English language it is almost unavoidable. 
Each program sets its own requirements and 
usually the more prestigious the university, 
the higher the TOEFL score requirement. 
Always research requirements of each indi-
vidual school and program before you apply. 

Some universities have what is called 
a TOEFL waiver option and this is very 
attractive to international students. It gen-
erally involves studying at the university’s 
intensive English language program (or 
another affiliated English program) through 
the completion of the final level. Some pri-
vate language schools, such as ELS Lan-
guage Centers, have agreements with many 
universities that allow students who success-
fully complete the English program to apply 
for and/or be granted admission without 
the TOEFL score. 

9 / ACCREDITATION
Accreditation is the certification that a 
school or program meets a prescribed 
academic standard. It is very important to 
know that a college or university is accredit-
ed. If you attend a college or university that 

LIBERAL ARTS
U.S. undergraduate students 
often attend a university for a 
year or longer before selecting 
their degree major. Some 
students later change their major, 
even though they might have to 
spend more time studying as a 
result.

If you are still unsure about 
the academic focus you would 
like to pursue, you are not alone. 
Each year, many thousands of 
U.S. students enter their college 
or university as “undecided.” To 
discover what appeals to them, 
they typically opt for the liberal 
arts: an academic area that 
offers a broad range of choices 
in various fields. It is designed to 
give graduates a well-rounded 
educational foundation.

Liberal arts education is an 
academic area that offers a broad 
range of choices in various fields. 
At a school with a strong liberal 
arts program, you will be required 
to take courses in subjects from 
the sciences to the humanities: 
philosophy, history, music, arts, 
and literature. By taking classes 
about different disciplines you 
are given the chance to explore 
other fields and learn new topics. 
You may discover that you have 
talents in areas you had never 
before considered. This may even 
lead you to pursue a field that 
you had no interest in prior to 
attending college or university. 

You will most likely complete 
some liberal arts courses as they 
are weaved into the curriculum 
of most programs. You may 
enroll in a primarily liberal arts 
program simply because it is a 
valuable experience. A liberal 
arts education exposes you to 
new academic subjects and ideas 
and cultivates lifelong skills. 
Effective communication and 
critical thinking skills are essential 
to any career. In fact, many 
students desire a broad and 
balanced education from a liberal 
arts college before going on to 
graduate school or a specific 
profession.
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Many countries do not have 
a direct equivalent of the 
American community college 
(also called “junior college”). A 
community college is a public 
institution where students can 
pursue an associate’s degree or 
the first two years of university 
study. 

They have grown increasingly 
popular among international 
students because they do not 
have high entrance requirements 
and are very economical. For 
example, some students choose 
to earn an associate’s degree 
in a technical area and then 
return to their countries with this 
credential. Many others, however, 
use this as an economical path to 
their degree. You can complete 
the first two years of your 
bachelor’s degree or simply earn 
academic credits. Both are most 
likely transferable to a four-year 
university and without a doubt, 
earning some of your university 
credits at a community college 
will save you money.

—Paolo Kwan, from Hong Kong, Business Administration & English at Sierra College

SIERRA COLLEGE PROVIDES A NICE EDUCATION IN A 
BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY. WHEN I WAS YOUNGER I USED TO 
WATCH AMERICAN MOVIES, AND I WANTED TO VISIT THE 
UNITED STATES. THEY ALWAYS TALKED ABOUT THE  
AMERICAN DREAM, AND I WANTED TO COME AND SEE IT.

COMMUNITY 
COLLEGES

STUDENT  
TIP

Orange Coast College, California

is not accredited, you will not be able to 
transfer your credits to an accredited college 
or university. Your home country may not 
recognize your degrees, and you may not be 
able to get the job you want.

There is no national government author-
ity or Ministry of Education that sets higher 
education standards in the USA. Some 
states authorize or approve schools, but this 
refers to financial and licensing require-
ments, not the quality of education.

Instead, colleges and universities have 
formed associations that set the standards 
themselves. These associations, called “ac-
crediting bodies,” evaluate each U.S. college 
and university. If the institution meets the 
accrediting associations minimum standards 
it receives an acceptable rating; it is now 
designated as “accredited.” This means it 
earns the right to be listed on the accredit-
ing association’s list of acceptable schools. A 
school must maintain these high standards 
in order to remain accredited.

10 / TYPES OF ACCREDITATION
There are different types of accrediting 
bodies: institutional and professional. Your 
government may also require that you earn 
a degree from a school with both types of 
accreditation. Institutional accreditation is 
based upon the entire school. Professional 
accreditation is based on the standards kept 
by a particular school, such as law, medi-
cine, engineering, or business, and is deter-
mined by judges within those professions.

Helpful resources are the Council for 
Higher Education Accreditation at chea.org 
and the U.S. Network for Education Infor-
mation at www.ed.gov/NLE/USNEI.

The degree-granting colleges and uni-
versities listed in this copy of Study in the 
USA® are fully accredited. Accreditation 
for schools or programs that do not grant 
degrees, such as English language insti-
tutes, varies depending upon its professional 
affiliation.

Contacting Schools
When you compile a list of colleges and 
universities that interest you, analyze your 
choices and narrow your list to six to eight 
schools. You can find school’s contact in-
formation within this magazine and on 
StudyUSA.com. 

Before you contact the program, please 
be aware of the distinction between Eng-
lish language, undergraduate and gradu-
ate programs. Each program has its own 
designated admission office. If you will be 
an undergraduate student, write only to the 
undergraduate admissions office. If you will 
be a graduate student, be sure to write only 
to universities with graduate schools. In the 
case of graduate programs, you would con-
tact the admissions office of the graduate 
school in which you would like to study. For 
example, if you are interested in a graduate 
level engineering program at a university, 
you would contact the school of engineer-
ing admissions office. 

You can send an online request for infor-
mation directly to colleges and universities 
via StudyUSA.com. Go to StudyUSA.com 
to read more about your list of schools and 
contact their offices. 

If you contact schools through email, 
please understand that it is important for 
them to know how you learned about their 
school, so please mention Study in the 

USA®. The schools will send you an email 
and/or brochures with descriptions of the 
academic programs and activities. 

David P. Anderson, Vice President - 
Recruitment & Partner Support; ELS 
Language Centers, the world’s largest campus-
based intensive English program provider, 
offering pathways to 650+ universities 
worldwide, www.ELS.edu or www.
UniversityGuideOnline.org.
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APPLYING
FOR ADMISSION

Most schools require  
similar application materials 
from international students—
the application, fee, official 

transcripts, a bank statement, and 
a copy of the student’s passport. 
Many schools also ask for essays 

from the applicant; it is important 
that students make these essays 
personal, and about themselves 

(not their accomplishments and/or 
an elaborated CV). Have  

your essay proofread by a  
native English speaker.

—Mary Meulblok, Manager, 
International Student Services, at 

Pierce College in Washington State



Each U.S. university and college sets 
its own admission standards 

and decides which applicants meet those  
standards. Therefore, you must apply sepa-
rately to each university or college.

Even if you have selected one school where 
you are sure you want to study abroad, you 
should still apply to other schools—it is pos-
sible that your “first choice” school may not 
accept you. At least one or two of your choices 
should be schools where you and your advisor 
are fairly certain you will be admitted. Remem-
ber that you are competing with prospective 
international students from all over the world 
for a limited number of spaces.

Most schools in the USA encourage pro-
spective international students to contact their 
admissions office at least one year before plan-
ning to enter that school.

Follow these helpful steps as you apply for 
admission to U.S. universities and colleges.

Write to Several Schools
After you have selected the schools you want 
to attend, contact each school for an appli-
cation form and more international student 
admission information. You can use the school 
advertisements throughout this magazine and 
StudyUSA.com as information resources to 
help you make your choice. On StudyUSA.
com, you can contact schools directly to re-
quest information.

If you wish to apply for a graduate (post-
graduate) program you should verify the ad-
mission requirements with the specific gradu-
ate school within the university. Many graduate 
programs have higher admission standards and 
some programs require applications to be sent 
directly to their department. You should be in 
good academic standing if you expect to be ad-
mitted to a graduate program. Contact either 
the admissions office of the graduate school or 
the chairperson of the department.

Please mention that you learned about the 
school from Study in the USA®.

Send Application Forms
Universities and colleges in the USA usually 
base their admission decisions on a student’s 
academic record and applicable test scores, 
such as TOEFL, the SAT or ACT. If you are 
applying to graduate schools, additional exam 
scores such as the GRE or GMAT will be 
required.

The admissions office or graduate school 
department will send you information about 
their academic programs and an application 
form. (You might be able to obtain a specific 
school’s application form online or at your lo-

cal educational advising center.)
The fee for each application is US$35 to 

US$100. This money pays for processing your 
application and is non-refundable, even if you 
aren’t admitted to the school. If you mail your 
application, make sure to contact the admis-
sions office to confirm your application was 
received.

The admissions office will review your 
marks earned during the last four years of sec-
ondary school. Your results from your coun-
try’s national secondary school examinations 
will also be reviewed. If you are applying to a 
graduate program your marks from university 
or college will be taken into consideration.

Ask the school you are now attending, or 
the school you have attended most recently, to 
mail a certified copy of your academic record 
or “transcript” to the schools to which you are 
applying. Prior to taking your admissions tests, 
you should arrange for official score reports to 
be sent to the universities or colleges that inter-
est you.

Be sure to send your application to each 

MOST APPLICATIONS WILL 
REQUEST THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION:
Personal information—Include 
your name, age, address, 
family background, birthplace, 
citizenship, and so on.

Activities—Make a list of club 
memberships, awards earned, 
team sports experience, or 
leadership roles you have held.

Education plan—Write a short 
essay explaining why you want to 
attend this school, what course 
of study you want to pursue, your 
career goals, and research plans.

Essay—Some schools require a 
personal essay on a topic of your 
choosing. See sidebar.

Letters of recommendation—
The application form will include 
several blank pages for your 
letters of recommendation. 
Ask several of your teachers to 
compose and mail these letters 
directly to the admissions office 
of each school you choose.

university or college well before the applica-
tion deadline. This gives you some extra time to 
resolve any possible delays.

Register for Admissions Tests
Students applying to universities and colleges 
in the United States must take certain exami-
nations (SAT, ACT, GMAT, etc.) that mea-
sure aptitude and achievement. International 
students must also take a test that measures 
English language proficiency. They are “stan-
dardized” so that students take the same test at 
every test center. Your scores give the admis-
sions office a uniform international standard 
for measuring your ability in comparison with 
other students. These tests are given at test cen-
ters around the world.

Take the Admissions Tests
Your test scores are sent directly to the schools 
to which you are applying. You will be asked to 
indicate the names of these schools when you 
register to take certain tests, such as the SAT 
or ACT. In the case of computer-based tests, 
you will designate the schools at the exam site 
and the testing agencies will mail your scores 
directly to them. There will be a fee for scores 
that you request at a later date.

Receive Acceptance Letters
After the application deadline, you will begin 
receiving letters from your chosen schools. 
Some universities inform candidates of their 
acceptance soon after their documents have 
arrived in the admissions office; this is called 
“rolling admissions.” Other schools, however, 
wait several months and inform all candidates 
at one time.

Pay Your Deposit
Most universities require students to pay a de-
posit by a certain deadline in order to reserve 
a space in the entering class. For international 
students this deposit can be as high as a semes-
ter’s or a full year’s tuition.

You should send your deposit immedi-
ately if you are applying for financial aid or if 
you plan to live in university housing. Because 
many schools do not have enough campus 
housing for all the students, you will have a 
better chance of getting a room on campus if 
you send your housing application and room 
deposit fee as quickly as possible.

You may also be required to provide a 
statement indicating how much money you 
will have available during the years you will 
be attending the school. If you have a schol-
arship or a sponsorship from your govern-
ment and/or company, you will need to send 
details of your award.
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—Paolo Kwan, from Hong Kong, Business Administration & English at Sierra College

AN AWESOME LIFE EXPERIENCE IS WAITING FOR YOU IN THE 
FUTURE. YOU WILL LEARN SO MUCH MORE THAN YOU THINK. 
NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE, SO GO AHEAD AND GIVE IT A TRY.

When preparing for any of the tests discussed 
in this article students should keep in mind that 
good English language instruction is an essential 
foundation. Consider going through an intensive 
English language program prior to your university 
studies. This will make your classes easier. Just like 
any field of study, English language proficiency can 
be achieved with continued study and practice.

Take plenty of time to prepare for each test. Use 
available preparation materials to familiarize yourself 
with the test’s structure and guidelines. Instructions 
on taking computer- and paper-based tests are 
generally available for each exam.

Use available sample questions and exercises. 
Examples of authentic questions and previously used 
topics are often available, as well as sample tests. 
Get as much practice as you can before taking the 
actual exam.

Simulate the test situation. Find out as much as you 
can about the test environment, and practice in a 
similar setting. Allow yourself only the time allocated 
for the actual test. Practice working through sections 
as quickly and effectively as possible, identifying and 
focusing on areas where you need improvement.

Take advantage of all the resources available to 
you. The more you know about a test and how it is 
scored, the more efficiently you can approach it. The 
Internet is an excellent resource, and most online 
information is free. 

Follow directions. Read all the instructions 
thoroughly and completely before beginning any 
test. Make sure you understand your objectives and 
how to achieve them. Don’t worry if you don’t know 
an answer—concentrate on the current question, and 
do the best you can, but don’t spend too much time 
on any one item. Pace yourself so you have enough 
time to answer every question.

Be relaxed and confident. Get plenty of sleep before 
any exam. Remember, the more rested and better 
prepared you are, the more comfortable and positive 
you’ll be during the test. 

STUDENT  
TIP

WRITE AN  
AWESOME ESSAY
You may not be familiar with the 
American practice of writing a 
personal essay to submit with 
your university application. Here 
are some tips on how to write an 
awesome essay!

Step 1 / THINK OF A GREAT 
TOPIC. Your essay topic should have personal 
meaning for you. It should reveal something 
about who you are, your values or interests, and 
how you are different from any other applicant. 
Write something about yourself that cannot 
be reflected by your grades, the list of classes 
that you’ve taken, or in any other part of your 
application. There are several questions you can 
ask yourself that will help you think of ideas: (1) 
What are you like? (2) What have you done? (3) 
What are your goals?

Step 2 / WRITE YOUR ESSAY. Good 
writing takes time. Don’t rush or expect to finish 
your essay in one afternoon. Pay special attention 
to the introduction. Draw in the reader so that he 
or she is interested in finding what the rest of your 
essay will reveal. Use simple words to express your 
ideas; you don’t have to use complex vocabulary 
words to show how much English you know. Use 
the language to express yourself, not to prove how 
smart you are. If you make a statement, give an 
example to demonstrate your point.

Step 3 / TAKE YOUR TIME AND 
ASK FOR HELP. Leave yourself enough time 
so that you can stop working on your essay for 
a few days—even a week—and then come back 
to it. This will allow you to read your essay with 
a fresh perspective. Also, have your friends and 
family read your essay—they will be able to see 
things you’ve missed or neglected to mention. 
Have fun, take your time, be yourself and tell your 
story well!

Test-Taking Tips
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Earn a Certificate at the  
University of California, Los Angeles
UCLA Extension offers more than 50 professional programs to help you take your 
career to the next level.

Contact us today: uclaextension.edu/uclacertificate | certprograms@uclaextension.edu

Popular certificate programs include:

• Accounting
• Cinematography
• Design Communication Arts
• Entertainment Studies
• General Business Studies

• International Trade & 
Commerce

• Marketing
• Project Management
 and more!

“  Optional Practical Training 
(OPT) was one of the main 
benefits of the program. More 
than a university, UCLA is a 
source of inspiration that opens 
many doors! ”

— Oriol Boix, Spain, Marketing 



B rimming with textbooks, yester-
day’s lecture notes and homework, 
over 885,000 international students 

sling their backpacks over their shoulders 
and join the crowds of students on Ameri-
can university and college campuses. While 
these international students have gained ac-
ceptance at both undergraduate and gradu-
ate programs around the United States, they 
may not be fully prepared to gain maximally 
from their studies.

Most international students have not 
studied in an American-style classroom, 
where the expectations for performance 
and daily behavior may differ significantly 
from academic settings they are used to. 
For example, in most universities it is com-
mon to call the professor by his or her first 
name and sit in a semi-circle to foster lively 
discussions. Students are expected to speak, 
respond to other students, ask questions, 
and explain their opinions in an informal 
fashion—all in English.

Without this exposure, international 
students find it hard to adjust to the expec-
tations of an American academic setting. For-
eign student may not actively participate as 
expected, making it difficult for their profes-
sors to appropriately assess their knowledge 
versus that of their U.S.-born peers.

Intensive English Programs (IEPs) sig-
nificantly improve a non-English speaking 
student’s chances of academic success. This 
is why many international students who 
have already been accepted to the univer-
sity of their choice spend a few months at a 
language program prior to beginning classes 
full-time. One student who chose to com-
plete an English program in preparation for 
graduate study said, “In my particular case, 
one of the reasons why I selected NESE (The 
New England School of English) [is] that it 
prepares students for university.”

This student and many others know that 
the valuable speaking experience and cultural 
familiarity they gain living and studying here 
will prepare them to hit the ground running 
when they enter college or university in the 
US. Their transition to a degree program is 
smoother than those who haven’t had this 
preparation and students who have had this 
preparation tend to feel more comfortable in 
their new surroundings.

Intensive English  
Language Programs
Intensive English Program classes tend to 
be smaller, and most have classes with fewer 

By Martha Hall, Ed.M.

IMPROVING 
ENGLISH

FOR UNIVERSITY SUCCESS
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than 15 students. This makes a critical dif-
ference in learning. You will feel more com-
fortable, which ultimately makes it easier 
for you to practice speaking English. Small-
er classes also give teachers the opportunity 
and time to help you and other students 
speak more fluently and more accurately.

In these immersion programs, you will 
speak and listen in English even when re-
viewing grammar or learning how to cite 
research. This gives instructors numerous 
opportunities to provide accent training and 
help you polish your pronunciation. It is ex-
tremely important in order to be understood 
by future classmates and professors and this 
extra practice time prepares you for speaking 
clearly enough that others can understand 
and respond to you.

When speaking, you will be encouraged 
to do so in ways that come naturally to your 
U.S. peers. University students need to be 
able to express original thoughts during a 
class discussion. Doing so, helps you identify 

program, you will feel more at ease in the 
first days and weeks when you will also be 
adjusting to a new program, new academic 
demands and new friends. Former New Eng-
land School of English (NESE) student and 
current PhD candidate at the University of 
Michigan: “Classes are fun because they are 
adapted to students’ needs. We debated a lot, 
laughed a lot and learned a lot.”

With a solid foundation in English you 
will enjoy your university classes more, im-
prove your chances of academic success and 
have a greater ease in making friends.

The New England  
School of English
The New England School of English 
(NESE) is located in Harvard Square, adja-
cent to Harvard University, in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. At NESE, students from 
over 50 countries learn English and are ex-
posed to American language and culture. 
With intensive English language training 

the autumn, NESE takes students to Salem, 
Massachusetts for Halloween and apple pick-
ing. Students also often visit Niagara Falls.

Many students who have successfully 
completed the program have gone on to 
pursue degrees in Engineering, Business and 
International Relations. Students have been 
accepted at the Sloan School of Management 
at MIT, Harvard University, Tufts, Bos-
ton University, Michigan State University, 
Columbia University and many of the State 
University of New York and University of 
California campuses.  

Martha Hall, Ed.M. is the Director of The New 
England School of English (NESE) located in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts (www.nese.edu).

HOW IS 
YOUR 

ENGLISH?   

Simple Questions to  
Ask Yourself …

Can you understand  
English when watching TV, 

movies or listening to songs 
but have problems trying to 
understand native speakers, 
even in basic interactions?

Do you have trouble 
understanding and  

using phrasal verbs and  
idioms naturally?

Does your pronunciation  
and accent make you feel 
nervous when speaking  

English in groups?

Do you feel your vocabulary 
is too basic to allow you to 

express all the ideas you want 
to present or discuss?

Have you achieved  
your target TOEFL score but 
need experience expressing 

yourself in a US-style 
classroom setting?

Can you read sophisticated 
articles and texts and also write 
in a clear and flowing fashion?

SMALLER CLASSES ALSO GIVE TEACHERS THE OPPORTUNITY 
AND TIME TO HELP YOU AND OTHER STUDENTS SPEAK MORE 
FLUENTLY AND MORE ACCURATELY.

the particular distinctions between formal 
written English and spoken English and 
become comfortable switching from regis-
ter to register.

Obviously, having academic success is 
very important; after all, that is why you are 
studying in the U.S. You will also be living in 
the USA. There are countless opportunities 
for friendships, new experiences and life les-
sons. English language schools also provide 
a foundation that can mean the difference 
between becoming fully immersed in your 
university’s culture, or simply remaining with 
other students of the same nationality or lan-
guage background.

By focusing on the speaking and listening 
skills necessary for negotiating the various 
aspects of daily life in the USA, you become 
less afraid of making mistakes and more 
willing to speak with people outside your 
classes. As English becomes easier for you to 
use, you will become more confident using 
it in a variety of settings: the language class-
room, restaurants, doctor’s offices, and on 
public transportation.

Intensive English Programs provide a 
welcome bridge and serve to make your tran-
sition into a university easier and more enjoy-
able. When you enter your degree-awarding 

and complete cultural immersion, students 
maximize language learning.

The intensive curriculum is also specially 
designed to help students achieve their aca-
demic goals. In addition, a TOEFL ® Prepara-
tion course, the Institutional TOEFL® exam 
each month, and a University Preparation 
course are offered.

Also available are extensive educational 
counseling and a university placement ser-
vice, a university resource library to help 
students plan future studies in the United 
States, and admission into a wide range of 
universities without taking TOEFL®.

In their spare time, students enjoy the 
rich culture that Harvard Square offers as 
one of the most interesting and dynamic 
student centers in the United States. “The 
Square” is filled with cafes, restaurants, book-
shops, and boutiques. University lectures 
are a few steps away, films are just across the 
street, theaters and concerts are just around 
the corner, and music is in the parks.

In the winter, students go skiing, to Mon-
treal, and skating in Boston. In spring and 
summer, seasonal activities are arranged and 
include trips to New York, Washington DC, 
and Cape Cod. Whale watching and visits to 
local beaches are among the most popular. In 
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FINANCING 
YOUR U.S. 

EDUCATION

INVEST IN YOURSELF

L ike many students, both internation-
al and American, you are probably 
concerned about how you will pay 

for your studies in the USA. Don’t let this 
ruin the exciting plans you have made. With 
a little planning, you will come out ahead. 
If you are feeling overwhelmed by the cost, 
consider what an American education and 
degree will mean to your future. Educa-
tion is one of the best investments you can 
make—an investment in yourself. Plus, the 
money isn’t all going toward lab fees and 
library late book charges. You are also going 
to be having fun, spending money on things 
like ski trips and nights out on the town eat-
ing sushi with your new friends!

Make an accurate estimate for the over-
all cost of your study in America, and then 
create an accurate budget. There will be 
many components to your budget that you 
need to take into consideration. Be aware 
that many U.S. universities and colleges 
require that international students pay for 
their first year’s tuition in one installment. 
In order to pay this sizable amount you and 
your family will likely need to start saving 
well in advance.

Despite this, don’t let the cost of a uni-
versity education in the USA scare you off ! 
A U.S. education and proficiency in English 
paves the way to more secure and higher 
paying jobs. In the end, your education here 
will pay for itself many times over.

To finance your U.S. education, you may 
have to rely on financial aid packages, which 
include grants, scholarships, loans and 
work/study options. Make time to thor-
oughly research the funding opportunities 
available to you.

Scholarships
Very few U.S. universities and colleges are 
able to offer robust financial aid to inter-
national students. Therefore it is critical 
for you and your family to be responsible 
for all of your education, personal housing, 
and food costs. Scholarships are for vary-
ing amounts and one will only cover a small 
portion of the total amount necessary for an 
academic year in the States.

You can write to the school of your 
choice to ask for a scholarship consider-
ation form. But, you should first check with 
your family, government, home institution, 
and any other organizations to which you 
belong as a source for funding your stud-
ies. You will have greater opportunities and 
you won’t be competing with students from 
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A U.S. EDUCATION AND PROFICIENCY IN 
ENGLISH PAVES THE WAY TO MORE SECURE 
AND HIGHER PAYING JOBS. IN THE END, 
YOUR EDUCATION HERE WILL PAY FOR 
ITSELF MANY TIMES OVER.

all over the world. Plus, if the scholarship 
program originates from your country, the 
process may be easier for you. 

Loans
Loans can make it possible for you to study 
as an international student in the United 
States. There are also international student 
loans that are available. While the major-
ity of American students have to obtain 
loans to study, taking out a loan should not 
be taken lightly. Rigorously research your 
other options first. It is best to gain as much 
funding as possible—money you don’t owe 
back—and then, if need be supplement 
the remaining costs with loans. Compare 
interest rates and terms at various finan-

cial institutions to find the best deal for 
the long term. 

Just like any other investment, remem-
ber the return. You will be investing in your 
future career and earning power. 

Work/Study
An estimated 75 percent of all full-time 
students studying at U.S. universities and 
colleges hold at least part-time jobs. If you 
are coming to the USA for more than a 
short-term program or exchange it is likely 
that you will have an F-1 Student Visa. 
With this type of visa you may qualify for 
work/study programs at your school. You 
might want to work extra hours while still 
in your home country, as visa restrictions in 
the USA reduce the number of hours you 
are able to work.

If are able to get a work/study job, be 
sure not to stress yourself by overloading 
your schedule with too much work and a 
full load of classes. You have come to the 
USA to study and you want to be able to 
enjoy and excel in your classes. However, 
an advantage to holding a part-time job 
is the extra money, as well as the practi-
cal work experience. Find a balance that 
works for you.

Entrance Exams: $500
College or university admission exams, such 

as the SAT, TOEFL, and GMAT, can cost 
from $50 to $500. There may be additional 
fees for processing, sending your scores to 
schools, etc. You may have to take the exams 
more than once, so set aside the funds to do 
so. It’s important to give yourself enough 
time to take the tests so that the school will 
receive your scores before the admission 
deadline. There are additional fees to have 
your score results rush-delivered. 

Application Fees: $250 - $600
Application fees to cover administration 
and processing range from $50 to $75 per 
application. Most applicants apply to four 
to ten schools.

Tuition 
Undergraduate: $2,200–$32,405
Graduate: $8,225–$28,466
Doctoral: $10,354–$40,519
Tuition costs vary greatly from school to 
school and location. Depending on where 
you choose to study, your annual tuition 
can average from $2,200 to $32,405 (un-
dergraduate). Typically, English as a Second 
Language (ESL) schools and community 
colleges cost less than colleges or universi-
ties. State schools, which are financed by 
the local state and U.S. government, cost 
less than private colleges or universities. 
However, most state schools charge a higher 
“out-of-state” rate for international students 
and you should budget for annual inflation 
of tuition costs, around five percent. A help-
ful website for comparing tuition is colleg-
eboard.com.

Room and Board:  
$8,003 - $11,516
Most students choose a dormitory or 
residence hall to live in for at least the first 
academic year. Some schools require that 
freshman live in the dorms during their 
first year. Two or more people usually share 
dorm rooms, which is a great way to make 
friends and you and your roommate can 
explore your American university or college 

COSTS
Entrance Exams:  
$500
Application Fees:  
$250 - $600
Tuition:  
$2,200 - $40,519*
Room & Board:  
$8,003 - $11,516
Travel Costs:  
$500 - $3,000
Books & Materials:  
$900 - $1,300
Health Insurance:  
$350 - $1,500
Personal Expenses: 
$2,500

*Tuition costs ranging from ESL 
programs to doctoral programs

ANNUAL AVERAGE  
TUITION COSTS  
by Type of Institution, 2015–2016

Public Two-Year  
Institution:  $3,435

Public Four-Year  
Institution:  $23,893

Private Four-Year  
Institution:  $32,405

AVERAGE ROOM 
AND BOARD COSTS 
by Type of Institution, 2015–2016

Public Two-Year  
Institution: $8,003

Public Four-Year  
Institution: $10,138

Private Four-Year  
Institution: $11,516
Source: The College Board, Trends in College Pricing 2015
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/student tip
“I have been working and 
saving for this for a long 
time. My government 
provides some help. 
Living in homestay is also 
helpful because dinners are 
provided, so I don’t have to 
spend money on food.”
Maria Kanerva from Finland 
is a Business Administration 
student at California State 
University, San Marcos, 
where she also attended the 
American Language and 
Culture Institute

“My parents give me 
a certain amount of 
money, which I can 
spend for my expenses 
each quarter. And my duty 
is knowing how to balance it in 
a good way so I would not be 
out of money while I am in the 
middle of the quarter.”
Thao Tran from Vietnam is 
majoring in Biochemistry 
at North Seattle College in 
Seattle, Washington. 

“Working as a Resident 
Assistant and as a 
student worker, I have 
managed to balance my 
finances and thus make 
some extra pocket money to 
spend in my leisure time.”
Ioannis Tsangaris from Cyprus 
is studying Information 
Technology and Information 
Management Systems at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University 
in New Jersey

75% OF ALL FULL-TIME STUDENTS STUDYING AT U.S. 
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES HOLD AT LEAST PART-TIME JOBSFACTOID

together. Housing is also available on many 
campuses for married students and families. 

Rural areas are often much less expen-
sive than larger cities. In larger cities, and 
at English language institutes, students can 
live more economically off campus. Rental 
agreements in the USA often include 
first and last month’s rent, plus a security 
deposit.

No matter where you choose to live, 
take a thorough inventory of the apartment 
with your landlord and note any pre-ex-
isting damage. Make sure to have a signed 
contract with rental terms and conditions 
for returning your deposit. If you don’t un-
derstand something in your rental contract, 
have a friend help you. It is important that 
you understand what you are signing; don’t 
feel pressured by your landlord to hurry.

Another option many students enjoy is 
living with an American family. This is com-
monly referred to as a “homestay.” If your 
school is equipped, they can help you co-
ordinate a homestay. Otherwise, the school 
can provide you with a list of companies 
that help arrange stays in family homes. 
Don’t be afraid to ask for guidance. 

The family provides you with your own 
room or a shared room, as well as breakfast 
and dinner in a family setting. Living with 
a host family is an especially good option 
for younger students who aren’t used to liv-
ing on their own. It is also one of the best 
ways to become fluent in English and gain a 
firsthand understanding of American fam-
ily life.

Travel Costs: $500 - $3,000
To calculate your travel costs, investigate 
ticket prices from your country to the USA. 
Air travel within the United States typically 
ranges from $300 to $700 per round-trip 
ticket.

Books and Materials:  
$900 - $1,300
You are responsible for paying for books, 
notebooks, computer accessories and other 
study supplies. Expect to spend around 
$1,000 on books and materials each year. 
When possible, buy or rent used textbooks. 
Websites like efollet.com and amazon.com 
are good choices for buying used books. 

This will save you an enormous amount of 
money. You can also sell your books once 
the class is completed. Many school book-
stores have a buy-back day. These are conve-

nient, but depending on the textbook and 
time of year, you may consider selling 
your textbooks online. 

Health Insurance:  
$350 - $1,500

As an international student at a U.S. insti-
tution, you will be required to have health 
insurance. To begin your search for insur-
ance, check with the college or university 
you would like to attend to see what poli-
cies they have available for international 
students. You can then compare the services 
and prices offered through your school to 
those of other organizations and compa-
nies. Make sure that your insurance com-
pany and coverage meets the requirements 
of the school.

Additionally, most U.S. universities 
and colleges have a medical center that 
provides examinations or treatment for 

minor injuries and illnesses for a small fee. 
Campuses usually have counseling centers 
as well. These services cannot substitute for 
a health insurance requirement. 

Personal Expenses: $2,500
Of course, you will require all of the things 
that you usually need at home: personal 
care items, medicine, money for laundry, 
dry cleaning, transportation, recreation, 
entertainment, and so on. Carrying large 
amounts of cash is not advised anywhere in 
the USA. Very rarely is cash even needed; 

most purchases can be made by a debit or 
credit card. 

Don’t let all of this serious talk about 
money stress you! Remember, you are 

going to the USA to study—and to have 
fun! Some of your money will be spent on 
fun things like ordering pizza or going out 
dancing! Maybe you’ll want to splurge on 
an “I  New York” T-shirt, or a pair of au-
thentic, vintage Levis. Balance thrift and 
fun, and your study abroad experience is 
sure to be a financial success!   

*Cost information from The College Board and 
eduPass
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Moraine Valley Community College 
A great place to begin your education in the USA

Moraine Valley Community College  •  Office of International Student Affairs
9000 W. College Parkway, Palos Hills, IL 60465-2478

Email: international@morainevalley.edu  •  Phone: +1-708-974-5334

 www.morainevalley.edu/international

• Over 100 academic programs offered

• Intensive English; TOEFL Not Required

• Arrival services and Orientation Week

• Guaranteed Housing with Homestay 
options

• Career training (over 60 different programs)

• University transfer pathways guaranteed

• Transfer to universities throughout the US

• Personal attention every step of the way

• International student support

• Convenient location 23 km from downtown 
Chicago, 3rd largest US city

• Peaceful and safe environment

• Comprehensive campus, high-tech 
classrooms

• Small class sizes, attention from faculty

• Fine arts center, science labs, business 
center, fitness center, gymnasiums, 
athletics, sports, clubs and student activities



GETTING YOUR 

By William Fish

STUDENT VISA
Here are some 
guidelines to 

help make your 
student visa 
application 

process smooth 
and successful.



6 TIPS FOR YOUR 
VISA INTERVIEW

 Wear a business  
suit or dress

 Be specific when you 
answer questions

 Bring bank statements  
or proof of employment

 Provide details of  
your study plans

 Stay calm and  
be professional

 Tell the truth

LAST YEAR 644,204  F-1 STUDENT VISAS WERE ISSUED,  
AND THERE ARE CURRENTLY 1.2 MILLION  STUDENTS IN  

THE UNITED STATES ON F AND M VISAS!

G etting your visa to study in the 
United States takes time but can 
be a surprisingly easy procedure. It 

is well worth the effort. In many countries, 
the number of student visas issued by the 
United States has grown significantly in the 
last year.

While the application process for an in-
ternational student or exchange visitor visa 
can be confusing, hundreds of thousands of 
students are able to meet the requirements 
for a visa each year. 

After a college, university, or English 
language school has accepted you for admis-
sion to full-time study, the school will send 
you a document called an I-20 form, which 
is the application for an F-1 visa.

If you will be an Exchange Visitor, the 
organization or U.S. Government agency 
that is sponsoring you will send you a DS-
2019 form, which is for a J-1 visa.

You can visit the website of the United 
States Embassy or Consulate in your coun-
try at usembassy.gov to read about Nonim-
migrant Visas. Go to the section on visas 
and read about the correct procedure cur-
rently in place for Nonimmigrant Visas.

1/ FIRST, your school or university will 
send you a form confirming that you have 
been accepted at an institution authorized 
by the U.S. Citizenship and Naturalization 
Service (USCIS) to enroll non-immigrant 
students (the I-20 for an F-1 visa or the DS-
2019 for a J-1 visa). You will read and sign 
this form.

Be careful to make sure that the name 
and spelling on your passport is consistent 
with the name and spelling on your applica-
tion for acceptance to the school. You must 
also make sure that the school has entered 
your name as it appears on your passport on 
the I-20 or DS-2019 Form.

All applicants’ names have to be sub-
mitted for a security clearance. Citizens of 
some countries and students who will study 
certain subjects at a university have to un-
dergo additional screenings that take several 
additional weeks of processing. Again, it is 
crucial that you allocate plenty of time for 
the visa application process.
2. SECOND, you will need to make an ap-
pointment for a visa interview and to pay 

some required fees. Student visas can be is-
sued up to 120 days before the starting date 
of your program stated on your form I-20. 
Exchange Visitor Visas can be issued any 
time before the date on the DS-2019. You 
should apply as early as possible for your visa.

Each U.S. Embassy has a website pro-
viding instructions on how to make an ap-
pointment for a visa interview and other 
information on the visa application process. 
The website for the Embassy in your coun-
try can be located at usembassy.gov.

The website can also tell you the ex-
pected wait time for a visa in your country. 
International student visa applicants should 

html to pay, and make sure you print a copy 
of your receipt. You must pay the SEVIS fee 
at least three days before the date of your 
visa interview. Bring a copy of your receipt 
to your visa interview.

You will also need to pay an additional 
US$160 for the visa application fee. Pay-
ment can be made in your country at the 
U.S. Embassy, Consulate, or at a bank that 
the embassy designates. Specific informa-
tion on where to pay the visa application fee 
can be found at the website of the U.S. Em-
bassy in your country.

3/ THIRD, the United States is using a new 
non-immigrant visa application form, DS-
160, that should be completed online. This 
form replaces all of the other forms. Instruc-
tions for completing the form and links 
to the form can be found at https://ceac.
state.gov/genniv/. 

Complete the DS-160 form online com-
pletely. Again, remember to use the exact 
same order and spelling of your names as 
listed in your passport. Then you will print 
out the completed form and bring it with 
you to the Embassy when you go for your 
visa interview.

You will upload your photo while com-
pleting the online Form DS-160. Your photo 
must be in the format explained in the Pho-
tograph Requirements: https://travel.state.
gov/content/visas/en/general/photos/
digital-image-requirements.html

If the upload of your photo fails, you 
must bring the photo with you when you go 
for your interview.

4/ FOURTH, prepare for your visa inter-
view. It is extremely crucial that you apply 
for your visa well in advance of the date 
your studies begin. If possible, apply three 
months before you plan to travel to the 
USA. This will give you extra time if there 
are delays at the embassy, or if you wish to 
appeal a decision in the event of a denial. 

What you wear is important. Consider 
the interview a formal event. Business attire 
is appropriate. First impressions can be cru-
cial, since there will be little time to speak 
with the officer, who will often have only a 
few minutes to conduct the interview and 
make a decision.

receive priority by the embassy or consulate. 
So, if your academic program begins soon, 
be sure to explain this when applying for 
your visa.

You may wish to visit or contact the 
nearest U.S. Department of State-affiliated 
EducationUSA advising center office in 
your country. They are located throughout 
the world and listed at educationusa.info/
centers.php. The staff at these centers will 
be able to explain where to pay the visa fees 
and how to schedule your interview.

There is a US$200 fee, which supports 
the cost of the computer system used to re-
cord your stay in the United States (SEVIS). 
You can pay this fee with an internationally 
valid credit card. Go to fmjfee.com/index.

StudyUSA.com    International/European Edition  41



Be prepared to give your information 
quickly and completely. If you are unable 
to answer the questions in English, and the 
visa officer does not speak your language, 
you can ask for an interpreter. Speaking 
English is not a requirement for a student 
visa. In fact, thousands of students come to 
the United States each year to learn how to 
speak English.

The visa officer needs to know your spe-
cific objectives, both academic and profes-
sional, for studying in the United States. Be 
prepared to explain why it is better to study 
your specific field in the United States than 
to study at home. Be ready to say exactly 
what you will study and for what career your 
U.S. studies will prepare you. Calmly state 
your education plans concisely and clearly. 

If you are going to the USA to learn 
English and then earn a degree, you must 
be able to explain your complete program 
of study. Remember, it is not enough to 
just say, “It is better to study in the United 
States.” Give valid reasons why it is better 
for you. Visa officers like to hear honest, di-
rect responses to questions. They generally 
react poorly to applicants who give vague 
answers, memorize a speech, or make overly 
solicitous comments about how great and 
wonderful the United States is.

You should also be able to explain in 
detail why you chose to study at a specif-
ic school and be able to give information 
about that school and where you will live 
(dormitory, host family or apartment).

If you will return home to complete uni-
versity studies after studying English in the 
United States, bring proof of your student 
status in your country. A letter from a univer-
sity professor supporting your study plan can 
be helpful. Young people around the world 
are often unsure of their plans. However, in 
the visa interview it is best to give definite 
answers. If you seem to be unsure about what 
you will be doing, the visa officer may believe 
that you are really going to the United States 
for reasons other than education. 

Grades do make a difference. If your 
marks are below average, be ready to pro-
vide explanation on how you are going to 
succeed in the United States. A letter from 
a school director, teacher, or from your U.S. 
admitting school stating that the proposed 
program of study in the United States 
makes sense and explaining your good pros-
pects for success can be helpful. If there 
were special circumstances (such as a death 
or illness in the immediate family) that con-

tributed to the poor grades, have the school 
explain those special circumstances.

The U.S. Department of State (DOS) 
has implemented an online tool that non-
immigrant and immigrant visa applicants 
can use to check the status of their applica-
tion: https://ceac.state.gov/CEACStat-
Tracker/Status.aspx

Financing
You must have adequate, demonstrable 
financial support to live and study in the 
United States. Visa applications are gener-
ally stronger if the financial support comes 
from family, employers, or other institution-
al sponsors located in your home country.

If your parents will pay for your educa-
tion, bring documents that show how your 
family earns its income. Bring a letter from 
your parents’ employers stating what they 
do, how long they have worked at those or-
ganizations, and how much they earn.

When visa officers see information that 
is contradictory or does not make sense, 
they do not grant visas. If your family can 
only show enough income to support you 
in the United States, the officer will become 
suspicious.

Large sums of money in bank accounts 
may not be sufficient proof of financial sup-
port. When providing information about 
your bank accounts, ask someone at your 
bank for a letter that states how long the ac-
count has existed and what the average bal-
ance in the account has been. That should 
convince the visa officer that you and your 
family have a long and stable history of busi-
ness at the bank.

“Intent to Return”
Most student and exchange visitor visa ap-

plications are approved. The most common 
reason for an application to be denied is that 
the person applying for the visa has not prov-
en to the visa officer that they will return to 
their country upon completing their studies 
in the USA. This rule is called Section 214.b.

To determine your “intent to return” 
home, the visa officer will ask you a series 
of questions about your connections to 
your home country and about your study 
plans. Again, you will have to demonstrate 
to the officer that your family has the abil-
ity to pay for the first year of your proposed 
stay in the United States and that you have 
realistic plans to finance the remainder of 
your education.

You must have all of the required forms 
with you including your I-20 or DS-2019, 
the DS-160 form and the SEVIS payment 
receipt. You should bring any documents 
to demonstrate how you will pay for your 
education and why you will return to your 
country. Some examples of such docu-
ments are previous passports showing travel 
abroad, bank or salary statements, family 
documents or student records.

If all else fails...
If you are denied a visa there may be some-
thing you can do to reverse the denial. You 
may appeal the decision. In most cases, you 
will need to provide additional documenta-
tion that was not presented with the initial 
application. In some cases, a visa officer may 
request additional documents like proof of 
employment, or ownership of a home or 
business. You should respond with the in-
formation requested.

A fax or email from your U.S. school to 
the embassy or consulate in your city con-
taining details about your qualifications, and 
requesting reconsideration, can be helpful in 
pursuing a successful appeal. Faxes should be 
addressed to the Chief of Nonimmigrant Vi-
sas at the Consular post in question. Fax and 
telephone numbers are available on the page 
of the Embassy or Consulate where you will 
apply for the visa on the Department of State 
web site at usembassy.state.gov. Look under 
“Contact Us.”  

William Fish meets regularly with U.S. 
Consular Affairs Officers in Washington, D.C. 
and in overseas embassies and consulates. He 
is President of the Washington International 
Education Council, which promotes 
international educational exchange. He can 
be contacted at wfish@washcouncil.org, www.
washcouncil.org.

Once a visa is approved, 
you should receive your  
visa within a few days.  
The USA issues different  

types of visas to students:
A full-time student would  
receive an F-1 or M-1 visa.

Your spouse and children would 
receive F-2 or M-2 visas.

An Exchange Visitor would 
receive a J-1 visa. Exchange 
Visitors come to the USA for 

consultation, training, research or 
teaching, or for an approved Au 
Pair or temporary work position.
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Location 
LAVC is located minutes from Hollywood, 
Universal Studios, Magic Mountain, Santa 
Monica and the Beach!

Academics 
LAVC offers rigorous, cutting edge academic 
programs in business, computer science, 
graphic design, nursing and much more.

Gateway to Education 
2+2=4 LAVC offers excellent transfer 
programs. Two years at LAVC plus two years 
at a university equal a bachelor’s degree. 
Come to LAVC and transfer to UCLA, USC and 
UC Berkeley or anywhere in the United States.

LAVC
International Student Program

LAVC International Student Program Los Angeles Valley College (LAVC) 
reflects the cultural diversity of the United States. International students 
enrich this diversity and contribute their unique experiences, perspectives 
and voices. Come to LAVC and become a part of our college community. 
More information @ www.lavc.edu/international

Admission Requirements 
Admission is selective. 
High (secondary) school completion 
Proof of funds availability 
TOEFL® (450 written/133 computerized/ 
45 IBT) IELTS (4.0 or higher)

Download the application on our 
website today! 

Los Angeles Valley College | www.lavc.edu

QUESTION: I WANT TO  
STUDY IN THE USA. HOW DO I  
GET STARTED? 

ANSWER: You should plan nine 
months to a year in advance. First 
begin thinking about what you want 
to study and consider the possibility 
that you may need to go through an 
English language program. You should 
also begin familiarizing yourself with 
the U.S. education system and the 
general requirements for testing, grades 
(marks), English language requirements, 
costs, visa, etc. You may find it helpful 
talk to an advisor at your school or at an 
EducationUSA advising office as well. 

CITY COLLEGE  
OF SAN FRANCISCO
50 Phelan Avenue
San Francisco, CA  94112
admit@ccsf.edu  +1 415-239-3000

www.ccsf.edu/international  

STUDY IN

CCSF is one of the top 10 community colleges that transfer 
students to the University of California (UC), California State 
University (CSU) and other four-year institutions.

• Best value in higher education

• Prepare to transfer to a 4-year 

university or college and obtain 

a Bachelor’s degree

• Obtain an Associate of Arts 

(A.A.) or an Associate of 

Science (A.S.) degree

• Obtain a certificate from a 

short-term occupational program

• Experience life in the  

United States

• Fulfill study abroad requirements 

for their home school

• Accredited by the ACCJC

San FRancisco
california

Top Academic 
Programs: 
Mathematics & 
Science, Biological 
Science, English 

as a Second Language, 
Business and International 
Business, Culinary Arts & 
Hospitality Studies, Graphic 
Communications,  
Fine Arts, and more

Why do International students from over 90 countries 
study at City College of San Francisco (CCSF)?

StudyUSA.com    International/European Edition  43



Los Angeles:  
your education destination.
Founded in 1911, Loyola Marymount University is a dynamic, medium-sized 
institution with nearly 6,000 undergraduate and 3,000 graduate students.

• LMU’s 150- acre campus is nestled in a safe, suburban area of Los Angeles 
and sits atop a bluff, providing sweeping views of the city and Pacific Ocean.

• Ranked in the top 3 among “Best regional universities in the West”  
– U.S. News & World Report, 2014.

• Small, intimate class settings, with an average of 21 students per class and a  
student to teacher ratio of 11:1.

• International students journey from nearly 80 different countries to attend 
LMU.

• On-campus housing available all four years.

Take an online tour of 
LMU, ranked as one 
of Princeton Review’s 
“Top 10 Beautiful 
Campuses” at  
http://admission.lmu.
edu/visit/virtualtour

Contact us at: 
international@lmu.edu

The Intensive English Program 
prepares students from around the 
world in English as a second language.
u  Five levels of instruction – beginner to advanced
u  Full and mid term sessions
u  Complete program includes study skills and academic advising
u  Social, cultural, and recreational activities each week
u		Conditional	admission	to	UM	for	academically	qualified	students

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit www.continue.miami.edu/iepusa or call (305) 284-2752

www.continue.miami.edu/iepusa 
TheUMiepFind us on:

DCIE200_IEP_7.5x4.5-FINAL.indd   1 4/1/16   10:26 AM
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goalsgoals

SPRING INTERNATIONAL 
L A N G U A G E  C E N T E R

SPRING INTERNATIONAL OFFERS
■ Intensive English 23-25 hours a week

■ Conditional admissions

■ Academic counseling

■ IELTS and TOEFL preparation

■ GRE and GMAT preparation

■ Experienced instructors with advanced degrees

■ Homestays

■	 Dormitories – Arkansas Center only

■	 Arrival Assistance

■	 Special Programs:

 Executive English

 Programs designed to meet specific needs

R E A C H  Y O U R

A T  S P R I N G
INTERNATIONAL

INTENSIVE ENGLISH 
PROGRAMS IN

COLORADO AND
ARKANSAS

2575 West Church Avenue
Littleton, Colorado 80120 U.S.A.
Phone: (303)797-0100  Fax: (303)797-0127
E-mail: spring@spring.edu
Web Site: www.spring.edu

Intensive English Language Programs at 

■ Littleton, Colorado
 2575 West Church Avenue 

Littleton, CO 80120

■ Denver, Colorado
 1600 Champa Street, Suite 400
 Denver, CO 80202

■ University of Arkansas
 Uptown West (UPTW)
 1 University of Arkansas
 Fayetteville, AR 72701
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non-native English speakers who are planning to enter a U.S. law 
school, or who are working in the field of law in an international 
context. Taught by attorneys and professors of law, Law Seminar stu-
dents learn to analyze cases, identify issues, and understand the prec-
edents formed in “case law,” as well as the reasoning of a court. 

Seminar students have a variety of field trip opportunities that 
give them a direct glimpse into the world of law:

  Trips to federal and state prisons
  Visits to state and federal courts that often include meetings with 
judges, prosecutors and public defenders
  A visit to the United States Mission to the United Nations and a 
meeting with its lawyers, followed by a tour of the United Nations
  A visit to the U.S. Attorney’s Office where students meet with 
its lawyers and with a representative from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.
Meanwhile, instructors of Yale’s Business Seminar focus on read-

ings and cases that deal with international and cross-cultural issues. 
This encourages the sharing of insights across nationalities and the 
examination of culturally based assumptions about behavior in or-
ganizations. Business Seminar students take field trips to small busi-
nesses and the New York Stock Exchange.

Custom designed programs
Often U.S. universities, usually through an intensive English lan-
guage institute, will arrange short- or long-term specific English 
programs for groups. If a university does not offer English instruc-
tion focused on the field you seek, inquire about the possibility of 
developing such a program.

As we are brought closer together, closing the gap of time and 
distance, communication through a common language is becoming a 
pressing need. English for Specific Purposes programs present one of 
the unique ways to address that need.  

How is English for Specific Purposes different 
from general English language courses?

1/ The English words and sentences learned, the subject mat-
ter discussed, all relate to a particular field or discipline, for 

example, a lawyer writing a brief, or a diplomat preparing a policy 
paper. The courses make use of vocabulary and tasks related to the 
field, such as negotiation skills and effective techniques for oral 
presentations.

2/ English for Specific Purposes programs use materials that are 
specially designed to meet the needs of a specific group of 

learners, usually adults. 

3/  Tuition for an ESP course may be somewhat higher than that 
of a general English language course. (The specialized teach-

ing, requiring professionals, the broad range of supporting activi-
ties and facilities explain this higher cost.) In general, the course will 
conform to the length of a school’s regular English language pro-
grams, although a highly specialized course lasting only two or three 
weeks might be designed to meet the needs of a specific group.

Apart from differences in ESP programs’ duration and cost, these 
courses have a common purpose: to increase students’ skill and con-
fidence in using English.  

Margaret-Mary Palladino is the Director of the English Language 
Institute at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut.

By Margaret-Mary Palladino

THE world is becoming more of a 
global community through 

air travel, Skype, Facebook and other social 
media. This is making the need to increase 
understanding and improve communication 
among all citizens more urgent. An interna-
tional exchange of ideas addressing crucial 
issues is essential.

Affecting all of us are environmental 
issues, such as global warming and the thin-
ning ozone layer; health and medical issues, 
including research, genetic engineering and 
the distribution of modern drug therapies; 
and finally the political challenges of a glob-
al economy. For this reason, more and more 
individuals are seeking to improve their 
English language skills for highly specific 
academic or professional reasons. Courses 
that fall under the heading English for Spe-
cific Purposes (ESP) hold particular appeal 
with these students. These types of English 
courses are designed to meet the specific 
academic or professional needs of learners. 
Examples of ESP are courses in English for 
business or law. Each curriculum is centered 
on the language and culture specific to the 
field, while teaching grammar, vocabulary, 
communication style, and study skills. 

Who should enroll in  
English for Specific  
Purposes programs?
Generally, advanced students who have a 
specific area of academic or professional 
interest should consider these programs in-
stead of a general English language course. 
Many programs require that applicants’ 
English be at a high-intermediate or ad-
vanced level.

Learning by example
Yale University offers a Law Seminar for 
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non-native English speakers who are planning to enter a U.S. law 
school, or who are working in the field of law in an international 
context. Taught by attorneys and professors of law, Law Seminar stu-
dents learn to analyze cases, identify issues, and understand the prec-
edents formed in “case law,” as well as the reasoning of a court. 

Seminar students have a variety of field trip opportunities that 
give them a direct glimpse into the world of law:

  Trips to federal and state prisons
  Visits to state and federal courts that often include meetings with 
judges, prosecutors and public defenders

  A visit to the United States Mission to the United Nations and a 
meeting with its lawyers, followed by a tour of the United Nations

  A visit to the U.S. Attorney’s Office where students meet with 
its lawyers and with a representative from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.
Meanwhile, instructors of Yale’s Business Seminar focus on read-

ings and cases that deal with international and cross-cultural issues. 
This encourages the sharing of insights across nationalities and the 
examination of culturally based assumptions about behavior in or-
ganizations. Business Seminar students take field trips to small busi-
nesses and the New York Stock Exchange.

Custom designed programs
Often U.S. universities, usually through an intensive English lan-
guage institute, will arrange short- or long-term specific English 
programs for groups. If a university does not offer English instruc-
tion focused on the field you seek, inquire about the possibility of 
developing such a program.

As we are brought closer together, closing the gap of time and 
distance, communication through a common language is becoming a 
pressing need. English for Specific Purposes programs present one of 
the unique ways to address that need.  

How is English for Specific Purposes different 
from general English language courses?

1/ The English words and sentences learned, the subject mat-
ter discussed, all relate to a particular field or discipline, for 

example, a lawyer writing a brief, or a diplomat preparing a policy 
paper. The courses make use of vocabulary and tasks related to the 
field, such as negotiation skills and effective techniques for oral 
presentations.

2/ English for Specific Purposes programs use materials that are 
specially designed to meet the needs of a specific group of 

learners, usually adults. 

3/  Tuition for an ESP course may be somewhat higher than that 
of a general English language course. (The specialized teach-

ing, requiring professionals, the broad range of supporting activi-
ties and facilities explain this higher cost.) In general, the course will 
conform to the length of a school’s regular English language pro-
grams, although a highly specialized course lasting only two or three 
weeks might be designed to meet the needs of a specific group.

Apart from differences in ESP programs’ duration and cost, these 
courses have a common purpose: to increase students’ skill and con-
fidence in using English.  

Margaret-Mary Palladino is the Director of the English Language 
Institute at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut.

• No TOEFL score needed for admission
• Conditional undergraduate admission
•  Graduate Prep and ESL programs - $3,850 per quarter
• Safe and friendly environment

EASTERN
EWU

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

EWU Office of Global Initiatives

Web: http://global.ewu.edu/studyusa

Phone: 509.359.2331

103 Hargreaves Hall, Cheney, WA 99004 USA

EWU Stats and Facts

• Small Town Environment
• Medium sized Public University
• Number of international students: 600+
• Total size of school: 13,000
• Accommodations: Residence Hall
• School fees: $36,000 total annual cost  

including tuition, room and board  
(2015-16 cost)

• Top Programs:
- Business
- Computer Science
- Engineering
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2 + 2  
AGREEMENTS

BEGIN YOUR BACHELOR’S DEGREE AT A COMMUNITY COLLEGE

   2  years at a  
community college

+ 2  years at a 
university

= 4  years (bachelor’s 
degree)
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M any American students—and over 
91,000 international students—at-
tend a community college for the 

first two years of university studies in the USA. 
With nearly 1,200 community colleges in the 
country, there are many benefits of this model 
in comparison to studying all four years at a 
university. Community colleges offer signifi-
cantly lower tuition, smaller classes and strong 
student support. And oftentimes, they serve as 
pathways to prestigious four-year universities. 

One of the great strengths of American 
higher education is the ease with which stu-
dents can transfer from one college or univer-
sity to another. For students who plan to earn a 
bachelor’s degree the transition from commu-
nity college to a university for the final two 
years can be quite easy. Students will attend 
a community college to complete lower divi-
sion general education requirements and then 
transfer to a university. There, they can take 
upper division courses and thereby complete 
a bachelor’s degree. Such an approach is com-
monly known as “2 + 2,” though it may take 
more than four years to complete all of the 
courses required for a bachelor’s degree.  

In fact, many university advisors recom-
mend that students attend community college 
“college transfer” programs first, and then 
transfer to universities for the final two years. 
For example, students studying at Santa Mon-
ica College, a community college, have trans-
ferred to UCLA upon receiving their two-year 
transfer degree. 

Making Transfers Easy
Many colleges and universities have special 
arrangements known as “articulation agree-
ments” or Transfer Admission Guarantee 
(TAG) partnerships with other institutions. 
Articulation agreements help ensure that the 
classes taken at a community college trans-
fer easily to partner institutions with little or 
no loss of credit and time. For example, the 
10 Maricopa Community Colleges in the 
metropolitan area of Phoenix, Arizona, work 
very closely with the University of Arizona, 

Arizona State University and Northern Ari-
zona University to make sure that Maricopa’s 
courses will transfer.

University Transfer Admission Guarantee 
partnerships guarantee a community college 
student’s admission upon completing specific 
requirements set by the university. These re-
quirements may include a specific grade point 
average, coursework, and TOEFL score. Some 
majors are excluded from TAG agreements. 
For example, Business Administration is ex-
cluded from TAG agreements to the Univer-
sity of California, Irvine. 

Most commonly articulation and TAG 
agreements will be between community colleg-
es and four-year colleges and universities with-
in the same state, but not always. For example, 
all the 115 California community colleges have 
articulation agreements with the Califor-
nia State University (CSU) system and the 
University of California (UC) system. For 
example, if a student successfully completes the 
general education requirements for California 
State University or the University of California 
at Santa Monica College, he or she can transfer 
to one of the universities and complete the last 
two years for the bachelor’s degree. 

These partnerships provide students an 
opportunity to save money on community col-
lege tuition and still transfer and graduate from 
a top-ranked university.

Whether students choose to study the arts 
or sciences depends on what they plan for their 
“major” field of study. During the first two 
years, students are studying a wide variety of 
humanities, social sciences, and natural science 
courses along with some foundation courses to 
prepare for their major.

Don’t allow some of the challenges of 
transferring to deter you. If you plan ahead, a 
transfer can be an excellent way to accomplish 
your educational goals and enrich your experi-
ence with American higher education. Just as 
shifting gears in a car is a way to get more speed 
and power, transferring from one college or 
university to another can propel you to greater 
accomplishments.  

INTERNATIONAL TRANSFER FAIRS
Many community colleges host “transfer fairs” so their students can learn 
about opportunities to earn a terminal degree at a four-year university. At 
these fairs, usually held in a school auditorium on campus, students have 
a great opportunity to talk to admissions representatives from prestigious 
universities around the country.

For example, an international community college student studying in Seattle 
may transfer out of Washington State to places like California or New York. 
Representatives from other U.S. universities come to international transfer fairs 
to recruit outstanding international students into years three and four at their 
universities. 

Sometimes several other community colleges in a region join as well so the 
fairs can draw even more universities to a multi-day event.  

WHAT’S THE 
DIFFERENCE?
Community colleges are 
different than four-year 
universities. Here’s how:

ADMISSION IS EASIER. 
TOEFL (Test of English as a For-
eign Language) scores and aca-
demic requirements are usually 
lower for admission to U.S. com-
munity colleges than to four-year 
institutions. Many community 
colleges also offer ESL (English 
as a Second Language) pro-
grams or developmental math 
for students whose scores are 
too low to begin academic stud-
ies immediately.
COSTS ARE LOWER. Tu-
ition at community colleges can 
be as much as 20 percent to 80 
percent less than at four-year 
American universities and col-
leges. This is a tremendous cost 
savings for the first two years of 
the bachelor’s degree.
STUDENT ENROLLMENT 
in classes, or at the institution 
in general, is often smaller than 
at four-year schools. Teachers 
and advisors are able to provide 
more one-on-one attention to 
students. Many U.S. and interna-
tional students say that attend-
ing smaller schools for the first 
two years helped them make a 
good transition into larger four-
year schools for the final two 
years.
CLASSROOM ENVIRON-
MENTS ARE MORE SUP-
PORTIVE. In the U.S. educa-
tional system, students often 
compete for good grades. In-
ternational students who do not 
speak English fluently are at a 
disadvantage. Often, they do 
better and feel more comfortable 
in smaller classes where there 
is less competition. In addition, 
community colleges typically of-
fer free tutoring to support stu-
dents’ success.
ADJUSTING IS EASIER. 
Two years at a community col-
lege can help an international 
student improve English lan-
guage skills and grow accus-
tomed to the U.S. educational 
system and culture.
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1/ START WHERE YOU WANT 
TO FINISH
First, find out exactly what the re-
quirements are for admission to the 
school and to the academic pro-
gram to which you want to transfer. 
Then, choose classes now at your 
current school based on what you 
know you’ll need in the future.  

2/ BE ORGANIZED AND 
READY TO WORK HARD
Exploring colleges and universities 
to transfer to in the future is excit-
ing and fun, yet it does take effort. 
In addition to general admission 
standards, like the number of cred-
its you have taken and your overall 
GPA, there might also be addition-
al requirements for admission into 
your major, such as specific classes, 
a portfolio, a personal essay or even 
an interview. 

3/ TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE 
OF YOUR RESOURCES
Work closely with advisors at both 
your current school and, if possible, 
at your future school. Clearly com-
municate to everyone what your 
transfer goals are so that you and 
your advisors are all working in 
concert with each other.

4/ ATTEND NEW STUDENT 
ORIENTATION
Don’t assume that because you 
have already attended college you 
don’t need to attend an orientation 
program for new students. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth. 
Even though you are bringing col-
lege credit with you when you ar-
rive, you are a new student, and 
you need to learn how to navigate 
the systems and resources at your 
new school.

Dusan Djokic from Serbia 
is studying at Edmonds 
Community College 
in Washington State 
and plans to transfer 
his community college 
credentials to a university 
so he can study Business 
Administration. 
I chose Edmonds 
Community College 
because I could get my 
high school diploma and 
also, at the same time, 
start earning my Associate 
of Arts degree. It was 
great opportunity for me 
to finish two programs 
in two school years. I am 
now one year ahead of 
my friends in Serbia. I am 
planning to work for one 
year on OPT (Optional 
Practical Training); then I 
will transfer to a university. 
My top two universities are 
California State University 
in Northridge or City 
University of New York.

Coming to America 
and Edmonds Community 
College was the best 
choice I could have possibly 
made. I realized that it is 
very important to stick 
to your goals and do not 
give up. There are so many 
opportunities on campus 
such as activities, clubs 
and jobs. Doing well in 
class and participating 
on campus will help you 
to be successful toward 
your dreams.

STUDENT  
STORY

for a Successful Transfer!
FIVE TIPS

5/ HAVE A DREAM SCHOOL, 
AND A PLAN “B”
If your dream has always been to at-
tend a nationally ranked and highly 
selective university, then develop a 
transfer plan for this school and pur-
sue it with enthusiasm. At the same 
time, keep yourself grounded and 
keep your options open. There are 
thousands of truly excellent colleges 
and universities for you to consider. 
Just because you haven’t heard of a 
school doesn’t mean that in the end 
it might actually be the very best 
school for you and become your 
dream school! 

Elizabeth Lyon, Associate Director and Transfer 
Advisor at Edmonds Community College. Edmonds 
Community College, located 20 minutes north of 
Seattle, is a state college offering two-year university 
transfer degrees, English as a Second Language 
(ESL), professional degrees and certificates; as well 
as High School to University. The campus combines 
excellent coursework, award-winning faculty, and 
superior services to help students with all their needs 
while living in the United States.

Edmonds Community College, Washington

Edmonds Community College, Washington
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edcc.edu/international | +1.425.640.1518 | iss_desk@edcc.edu | 20000 68th Ave. W, Lynnwood, WA 98036, USA

EDMONDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Transfer to Top Universities
Improve Your English

High School to University Program

No TOEFL Required
Low Tuition

Homestays and On-campus Dormitories

Golden West College
GATEWAY TO A CALIFORNIA DEGREE

PHONE +1 714-895-8146   FAX +1 714-895-8973   EMAIL isp@gwc.cccd.edu goldenwestcollege.edu/isp

Huntington Beach Graduation Day Learning Resource Center

•  Low tuition at community college 
saves you money on the first two 
years of your bachelor’s degree.

•  Choose from over 90 Associate  
Degree and Certificate programs.

•  Year-round applications and quick 
admission decisions.

•  Live with an American family through 
our Homestay Program.

•  Enjoy a safe and friendly environment. 
Huntington Beach is ranked among  
the safest cities in the USA.

•  Quality education in the perfect 
destination!

•  Beautiful campus less than 5 miles 
from world famous beaches that  
have made Huntington Beach the 
official Surf City USA.

•  Outstanding transfer rates to  
University of California (UC) and  
California State University (CSU).

CALIFORNIA

San Francisco

Los Angeles

San Diego
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INSPIRING 
CREATIVITY

IN U.S. ART PROGRAMS

Art, Music, 
Dance, 
Design, 
Painting 
and more
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The school you choose 
should employ many 

practicing, successful artists 
and designers. Who better to 
learn from than professionals 
who are already established 

and recognized for their 
accomplishments?

A rtistic people may not look the 
same, understand each other’s lan-
guage or culture, but they share 

a common instinct—the desire to create. 
This desire begins in their imagination, but 
their tools for design can differ dramatically. 
While a painter uses brushes and paint, a 
digital animator uses computers and ad-
vanced software. If you have a passion to 
design and create the United States has ex-
cellent fine arts and design programs, some 
of the best in the world. 

Wide Variety of Programs
You can find a wide variety of arts programs 
to suit your interests in many regions of the 
United States. For example, the USA is a 
leader of the digital arts revolution. Digital 
media and the expanding entertainment 
industry are creating a strong market for 
new technology, creative concepts and fresh 
talent. This has given way to many more ca-
reer opportunities for graphic designers, 3D 
animators, digital editors and the like, all of 
whom need a foundation in the fine arts. 

The global success of special effects films 
has bolstered the position of the USA, 
California in particular, as a leader in digital 
arts, while New York City is at the center of 
the theatre arts scene. Why not study right 
near the pulse of the film industry? You 
can pursue an undergraduate, graduate or 
doctorate program. Each of these programs 
offers different degree opportunities: two-
year associate’s, four-year bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s or doctorate. 

Selecting a Program
The school you choose should employ many 
practicing, successful artists and designers. 
You need a mentor who can not only teach 
you the theory of your discipline, but also 
help you gain the practical, real-world ex-
perience necessary for any career in the arts. 
Who better to learn from than professionals 
who are already established and recognized 
for their accomplishments? 

Research the credentials of faculty 
members and read about their professional 
experience. You may even ask to speak with 
some of the professors or current interna-
tional students. Gaining insight from those 
already in the program can be very helpful. 

The school should also have a com-
mitment to investing in new equipment, 
programs, and technology to keep up with 
the industry’s lightning-fast pace. Having 
knowledge and experience with the most 
current technical programs and equipment 

will make you more appealing to employers. 
Internships, work experience and job 

placement are also important factors to 
consider. The school should have contacts 
within the industry and assist its graduates 
with placement through recruitment drives, 
portfolio reviews and workshops. Find out 
where the graduates are working and ask 
about the placement rate for recent gradu-
ates. Is there an alumni network in place to 
help new graduates find positions? 

Lastly, the reputation of the school is 
important. Do professionals in the field 
speak highly of the school? Does it have ac-
creditation through organizations like the 
National Association of Schools of Art and 
Design, or the Accrediting Council for In-
dependent Colleges and Schools? 

Pursuing your Goals
Admission to arts programs varies 
widely. Some schools require portfo-
lios with examples of artwork or per-
formance auditions, while others do 
not. You should also check whether 
TOEFL scores are necessary. Most 
schools greatly appreciate the diversity 
and unique dimensions that internation-
al students bring to campus. 

Consider conducting informational in-
terviews to learn more about the field.  

Interview someone who has a career in  
your chosen field. What steps do they rec-
ommend to obtain this goal? What do they 
wish they would have known when they 
were your age? No matter what the admis-
sion requirements are, take the time to se-
lect the program that is right for you. 

As schools in the USA embrace new 
technology and ideas it has made the Unit-
ed States a uniquely creative place to study. 
If you have a passion for art and design, cou-
ple it with show-stopping professionalism 
and training, and the sky is the limit.   
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University of Nevada, Reno

ART PROGRAMS
University of 
Nevada, Reno
The conductor 
calmly raises his 
baton. There is si-

lence in the hall as the audience 
quiets in expectation. In an in-
stant, the silence is broken. The 
pianist’s fingers speed across the 
keyboard, pounding the keys with 
great might. In one section, bows 
race across strings and with deep 
breaths, musicians in another sec-
tion blow into their instruments. 
Together, the University of Nevada, 
Reno’s Symphony Orchestra en-
gulfs the Nightingale Concert Hall 
with Saint-Saens’ Piano Concerto 
No. 2. 

The University of Nevada, Reno 
Department of Music is part of a 
lively School of the Arts. Students 
studying music are taught from 
faculty comprised of music per-
formers, scholars, and compos-
ers. Professors and faculty person-
ally guide and mentor students 
through the rigorous and challeng-
ing program. 

The program is focused on 
building strong musical founda-

tions, enabling students to devel-
op their own musical “voice” and 
style. In addition to foundational 
courses, students can study unique 
history courses such as Television 
Music, Jazz Cultures, and History 
of American Musical Theater. 

Other than their courses, stu-
dents have numerous opportuni-
ties to practice their music and 
perform. Private music lessons are 
offered and students can partici-
pate in chamber music settings 
and large ensembles (including 
the renowned Nightingale String 
Quartet), both on campus and in 
the community. There are many 
festivals throughout the year or-
ganized by the Music Department, 
including the Reno Jazz Festival, 
the Winter Chamber Music Festival 
and the Argenta Festival. The Uni-
versity also collaborates with the 
Reno Philharmonic Orchestra and 
Reno Chamber Orchestra. 

Taking advantage of the many 
performance opportunities is in-
ternational student and pianist, 
Bomin Park. He has been the Ne-
vada state winner two years in a 
row of the Music Teachers National 

Association Competition, and was 
honored with the Dean’s Award for 
Artistic Achievement. 

Students of the program are 
prepared to pursue careers in mu-
sic, from teaching and performing, 
to musicology and composition. 
They can pursue Bachelor of Art 
degrees, Bachelor of Music Educa-
tion, and Music Performance de-
grees, focusing on classical or jazz 
and improvisational music. The 
University also offers master’s de-
grees in Performance, Education, 
and Musicology. 

Many graduates are now teach-
ers in major graduate programs 
across the U.S., or are playing in 
orchestras, chamber groups, and 
jazz and popular music groups 
worldwide. Mezzo-soprano Dolora 
Zajick, for example, has enjoyed a 
career performing in the premiere 
opera houses of the world, includ-
ing the Metropolitan Opera in New 
York, Chicago’s Lyric Opera, San 
Francisco Opera, and London’s 
Covent Garden. 
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www.marquette.edu/oie

• Ranked in the top 10% of American  
universities by U.S. News & World Report.

• Scholarships available for high achievement.

• Transfer credit for previous higher education.

• Conditional admission for qualified students  
who need intensive English language study.

MORE THAN 70 FIELDS OF STUDY AVAILABLE:

Business Administration 
Communication 
Education 
Engineering 

Health Sciences 
Humanities
Physical Sciences 
Social Sciences  

MARQUETTE 
UNIVERSITY

M I LWAU K E E ,  W I S C O N S I N

BE THE DIFFERENCE HERE.

www.marquette.edu/oie | world@marquette.edu
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By Robbin Beauchamp

COOPERATIVE 
EDUCATION  

PROFESSIONAL WORK EXPERIENCE + DEGREE
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By Robbin Beauchamp

COOPERATIVE 
EDUCATION  

PROFESSIONAL WORK EXPERIENCE + DEGREE

T he first step toward your career 
could be cooperative education 
(co-op). If you participate in a “co-

op” program you enter the work force one 
step ahead of your classmates. You gradu-
ate with a university degree as well as pro-
fessional work experience in your field of 
study.

Academic and Professional
As part of a long tradition in this country, 
over 900 U.S. universities and colleges of-
fer co-op education programs. Cooperative 
education is a partnership between a univer-
sity’s academic programs and professional 
employers, who provide off-campus work 
experience.  

Your school should assist you in finding 
work with an organization. Your employer 
should monitor and evaluate your perfor-
mance, pay you and supervise you.

Required for Graduation
At some universities, each student must 
complete a co-op in order to graduate. 
These programs are as diverse as the uni-
versities themselves. For example, everyone 
who earns a bachelor’s degree at Went-
worth Institute of Technology participates 
in at least two semesters of co-op, which 
are built into the curriculum of each of 
Wentworth’s majors. A co-op is scheduled 
after the first three semesters of the bach-
elor’s program when a student has acquired 
enough knowledge and experience to deal 
with meaningful professional work. 

Since Wentworth is an institute of tech-
nology, typical employers are architectural 
and design firms, engineering firms, and 
computer software companies. Wentworth 
students have completed co-ops at the 
Smithsonian Institution, Hong Kong Air-
port Authority, the Gillette Company, GE 
and Fidelity Investments.

Students are not limited to work near 

the university. International students who 
plan careers in their home countries often 
complete their co-op semesters overseas.

Like a Real Job
At Wentworth, each student is assigned a 
co-op advisor and is encouraged to meet 
with their coordinator as often as desired. 
All students are encouraged to attend a 
five-week seminar, nicknamed the “Co-op 
Institute,” to prepare them for their co-op. 
Meetings with advisors can include résumé-
writing, mock interviews and co-op search 
assistance.

Although your university may assist you 
in finding co-op opportunities, you are the 
one responsible for securing a co-op posi-
tion. You will conduct a formal job search, 
interview for positions and earn a paycheck 
just as in the “real world.”

With this practice, students are much 
more astute than their counterparts who 
may have never searched for a job, negotiat-
ed terms, or landed a coveted position. 

Co-op graduates are in high demand in 
the job market. Employers know that a co-
op education integrates classroom theory, 
hands-on lab and studio work and real 
professional experience. Most graduates use 
their employers as professional references, 
and many also receive full-time job offers 
from them.

A co-op education supplements tuition 
and develops marketable skills. Those of us 
who administer the programs see this system 
as much more than that—it’s a great way to 
start your professional life.  

Robbin Beauchamp is the Director of 
Cooperative Education and Career Services at 
Wentworth Institute of Technology located in 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

Cooperative Education 
gives students the unique 
opportunity to practice 
classroom theory in a 
professional setting.

Helps students explore  
career interests

Paid positions help  
subsidize tuition costs

Improves job opportunities 
after graduation

Teaches students valuable  
job-search skills, such 
as resume writing and 

interviewing techniques

Promotes lifelong learning  
by integrating work and 

academic study 

Enhances workplace skills like 
teamwork and critical analysis

Offers students financial 
earnings and work experience, 

encouraging those who  
may not have entered 

university or completed a 
degree program to reconsider

Improves students’  
self-confidence and  

respect for work

Enhances professional 
development

—Xujie Zhao, from China, Computer Networking at Wentworth Institute of Technology

TRY YOUR BEST TO GET A HIGH GPA. CHINESE STUDENTS 
DO NOT HAVE WORK EXPERIENCE WHEN THEY ARE IN HIGH 
SCHOOL, WHILE AMERICAN STUDENTS START WORKING 
WHEN THEY ARE IN SCHOOL. THEREFORE, WHEN YOU 
APPLY FOR CO-OP OR JOBS IN THE FUTURE, A HIGH GPA 
REALLY HELPS YOU TO MAKE UP THE DISADVANTAGE.

STUDENT  
TIP
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AN American MBA is well recognized and highly valued in today’s interna-
tional business environment. Leading American business methods and 
technologies continue to have a strong impact on business worldwide. 

Your decision to attain an MBA in the USA is a wise first step in your career growth 
and development. With an MBA you will have new career opportunities and access to 
higher positions and salaries. 

However, most employers agree that merely having an MBA is not enough; employ-
ers also consider your previous experience and your potential when making hiring deci-
sions. Therefore, if you desire a successful career in the current highly competitive busi-
ness world you should take full advantage of your MBA program.

A pre-MBA program is an excellent way to promote success in an MBA program. 
First, you can improve your English and your performance on the TOEFL and GMAT. 
More importantly, you can develop business, academic and cultural skills that are valu-
able in an MBA program. A pre-MBA program will help you effectively build these 
skills by giving you the most current and accurate knowledge available. 

PRE-MBA
PROGRAMS

Four important 
ways in which 
pre-MBA 
programs differ

1/ PROGRAM LENGTH
Depending on the school 
and the curriculum focus, 
programs will vary from a 
few weeks to a full year.

2/ CURRICULUM
Some programs focus on 
GMAT and TOEFL prepa-
ration. Other programs 
focus on developing skills 
in areas such as presenta-
tions, writing, communi-
cation, and business and 
cultural content. The ideal 
program will focus on 
both test preparation and 
academics. Programs like 
this will ensure students’ 
readiness for the GMAT 
and TOEFL and to enter 
today’s American MBA 
programs with greater 
confidence.

3/  SERVICES
Programs differ greatly 
in the range of services 
they offer. Services may 
include advising, univer-
sity placement, and hous-
ing assistance. When re-
searching programs, find 
out what services each 
school provides. This may 
be an important factor in 
your decision-making. 

4/  TECHNOLOGY
Being well versed in 
technology—especially 
the latest software 
programs—is crucial in 
the modern business 
environment. Many 
pre-MBA programs 
have computer labs 
and courses that help 
students develop 
technology skills.
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PRE-MBA PROGRAMS
Eastern 
Washington 
University
The Graduate Prep-
aration Program 

provides a bridge to academ-
ic and cultural life in the United 
States for students wishing to 
enter graduate programs at East-
ern Washington University. With 
a combination of content cours-
es and English language support 
courses, the students are well 
prepared for full acceptance into 
graduate studies in their majors.

Students generally take two 
quarters to complete the course 
of study. During their first quar-
ter, they study any prerequisites 
in their major field along with the 
English language support class-
es. The support classes consist of 
extensive vocabulary studies us-
ing the Academic Word List (570 
common academic words utilized 
in all majors) and words from 
their majors. The classes also in-
clude intensive writing using APA 
format as well as high level gram-
mar related to common errors 
made by second language learn-
ers, in-depth reading strategies 
and practice and other strategies 
to help them meet with success 
in graduate school. 

During their second quarter, 
the students usually take gradu-
ate level classes that can be in-
cluded in their graduate tran-
script along with the English 
language support classes. The 
support classes are similar to the 
first quarter, but they are more in-
tensive and focus on upper level 
writing skills such as research pa-
pers and literature reviews along 
with the vocabulary, and gram-
mar support.  

This program is unique be-
cause the focus is on preparing 
students for the rigors of gradu-
ate school in the United States 
by concentrating on areas where 

second language students typi-
cally struggle. The teacher works 
closely with each student by 
meeting individually with him or 
her weekly as well as in the group 
classroom setting where class 
sizes are kept small.

Marquette 
University
At Marquette Uni-
versity in Wisconsin 
qualifying under-

graduate finance majors can gain 
hands-on investing experience 
while working with actual endow-
ment funds. Because the Applied 
Investment Management (AIM) 
program emphasizes ethical 
values in addition to real-world 
success, it is one of the few U.S. 
programs chosen by The Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation to re-
cruit fund managers.

Students in the AIM program 
take finance courses focused on 
the core body of knowledge cov-
ered in the Chartered Financial 
Analyst Level I exam during their 
junior year (third year of study) 
at Marquette—preparing them to 
take the test upon graduation. 
Then they spend a summer work-
ing for multinational financial in-
stitutions developing their skills in 
real-world situations.

When they return for their se-
nior (final) year—in addition to 
taking more finance classes—they 
manage a portfolio of real as-
sets. They invest the money in 
global fixed-income and equity 
securities. Part of the class work 
involves evaluating the perfor-
mance of their investments and 
preparing a final report.

Susquehanna 
University
Susquehanna Uni-
versity, a premier 
liberal arts and sci-

ences university in central Penn-

sylvania, is one of the few under-
graduate business programs in 
the world to earn AACSB accredi-
tation. Susquehanna University’s 
Sigmund Weis School of Business 
maintains a highly qualified fac-
ulty, a rigorous curriculum, and 
continuous assessment and im-
provement processes.

Students benefit from the fac-
ulty’s real-world experience in 
the classroom with business plan 
competitions, an investment labo-
ratory with Bloomberg terminals, 
and visits to businesses and non-
profits in New York City, Philadel-
phia and Washington, D.C.

The Bloomberg computer ter-
minals give students experience 
with real-world tools that most 
business undergraduates at other 
institutions don’t encounter. That 
experience provides Susquehan-
na graduates an advantage when 
competing for their first job out 
of college. 

In addition, 90 percent of 
Susquehanna students com-
plete a professional experience, 
such as internships or research, 
while enrolled. Susquehanna’s 
18,000-member, global alumni 
network provides many of these 
professional opportunities to stu-
dents. In fact, alumni from re-
nowned international companies 
visit campus regularly to judge 
student presentations, speak as 
guest lecturers, and seek out pro-
spective interns and employees.

Through the structure of 
Susquehanna’s curriculum and 
the incorporation of real-world 
projects and internships, stu-
dents can begin their career 
upon graduation or pursue an 
MBA. Sigmund Weis School of 
Business students gain leadership 
experience, effective communi-
cation skills and opportunities to 
work in teams— all vital qualities 
for MBA schools.
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MBA
PROGRAMS

I f you are an international stu-
dent or professional seeking 
an MBA you should consider 

the United States. American MBA 
programs are world renowned for giv-
ing students a competitive edge in the 
business world through excellent educa-
tion, diverse specialized programs and 
unparalleled networking opportunities 
and resources.

There are over a thousand MBA 
programs in the U.S. You will find an 
array of options to fit just about any 
need—from specialized degrees to 
unique programs geared toward inter-
national students.

Diversity of MBA programs
One of the reasons thousands of inter-
national students enroll in MBA pro-
grams in the United States is because of 
the diversity of choices and concentra-
tions. Graduate business students can 
focus their master’s degree in finance, 
accounting, entrepreneurship, market-
ing, business management, supply chain 
management, global business and so 
many more. We live in a global market 
and it is growing. Gaining fresh knowl-
edge and expertise in one area of busi-
ness will meet an economic need and 
make you more professionally competi-
tive. Furthermore, an American MBA 
will show that you have international 
knowledge and experience.

Regardless of degree specialty, most 
American business schools will train 
you in the principles of general business 
management. These principles include a 
combination of accounting, economics, 
finance, marketing, ethics and statistics. 

Theory in Practice 
At every level, the American higher 
education system is different. Foun-
dational principles and theories must 
be taught, but they are only mastered 
through practice. MBA programs in 
the United States strongly reflect this 
teaching philosophy. You will exam-
ine real-world case studies and business 
scenarios in order to devise strategies, 
business plans, budgets, etc. These types 
of projects will prepare you for real-life 
business situations and to approach 
them with practical knowledge. 

“In logistics management class, we 
had case studies to discuss: Ford com-
pany, HP, Ralph Lauren, and so on. 

STUDENT  
TIP

I WOULD LIKE TO BECOME AN ACCOUNTANT THAT FOCUSES 
ON INTERNAL CONTROL. DUE TO GLOBALIZATION, YOU 
HAVE TO SPEAK AT LEAST ONE MAJOR LANGUAGE 
FLUENTLY. I CHOSE TO STUDY IN THE USA TO HELP ME 
LEARN ENGLISH FLUENTLY.
—Juri Adrianto, from Indonesia, an MBA student in Information Systems at  
Fairleigh Dickinson University in Teaneck, New Jersey

We assumed that we were managers and 
analyzed the problems and solutions. We 
applied strategies that we learned from the 
textbook to solve problems. This is a very 
good part,” explains Boonpa Ing-Anurak-
sakul, from Thailand, studying Logistics 
Management at Truckee Meadows Com-
munity College in Reno, Nevada. 

The majority of MBA programs will 
have an internship requirement. Internships 
are an excellent way to really explore your 
future career and apply your studies. The 
companies for which you intern are thriving 
businesses and you will be working in a fast-
paced environment. They will have profes-
sional expectations of you. 

While internships provide you with a 
practical learning environment, they are also 
a prime setting for networking. Network-
ing is one of the most powerful tools for 
your career. While you are an intern, take 
advantage of the opportunity to meet and 
network with current professionals. They 
may help you get a job or be your future 
colleagues. 

“An internship is a requirement in my 
curriculum. I believe this is helpful because 
the college encourages students to apply 
the skills outside the classroom and develop 
experience in the real world before gradu-
ating,” says Heejoong Kim, from Korea, 
studying Management and Marketing at 
Loyola University New Orleans. 

An internship will not only give you 
valuable experience, you will find that hav-
ing a reputable American company listed on 
your resume will be invaluable.

“When I graduate with my MBA, I will 
be competing in a very global job mar-
ket. Having experience interacting with 
people from different cultures I believe 
will give me an edge in the professional 
world,” stated Juri Adrianto, from Indone-
sia, an MBA student in Information Sys-
tems at Fairleigh Dickinson University in 
Teaneck, New Jersey. 

University of 
California,  
Berkeley, 
Extension
In less time than 
it takes to com-

plete an MBA program you can 
earn a certificate that combines 
intensive management education 
with opportunities to apply your 
knowledge at a U.S. business. The 
University of California Berkeley 
Extension’s International Diploma 
Programs (IDP) gives you three 
options: a four-month program of 
study; an eight-month program, 
which is comprised of four months 
of study and a four-month intern-
ship; or the year-long Manage-
ment and Business Track which 
incorporates study in two areas of 
business over an eight month pe-
riod, plus a four-month internship.

The International Diploma Pro-
grams coordinate student intern-
ships at a variety of San Francisco 
Bay Area companies, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and government agen-
cies. Most students are placed at 
small to medium-sized companies 
so interns have a better chance of 
building close working relation-
ships giving them a more meaning-
ful internship experience. Student 
interns have recently worked for a 
broad range of companies: adver-
tising, computing, entertainment, 
e-commerce, finance and bank-
ing, information systems, health-
care, hospitality, international trade, 
marketing, public relations, and 
telecommunications. 

An internship-related project is 
integrated into the program. Stu-
dents have helped build a compa-
ny’s client base by establishing con-
tacts internationally, while another 
devised a software technology plan 
for a high-tech music database 
company.

Embry-Riddle  
Aeronautical 
University
At Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical Univer-
sity, the world’s leader 

in aviation and aerospace educa-
tion, the MBA in Aviation Manage-
ment (MBA-AM) teaches students 
the business, managerial, and fiscal 
skills needed in the global aviation/
aerospace industries. Offered by 
the College of Business on the Day-
tona Beach, Florida campus, MBA-
AM students study the operational 
and commercial needs of aviation/
aerospace firms.

The Master of Science in Avia-
tion Finance (MSAF) focuses on the 
unique needs of the aviation and 
aerospace industry: capital for-
mation, financial planning, fund-
ing for critical infrastructure needs, 
and airplane acquisition and fleet 
renewal. Faculty working in con-
junction with leaders from industry 
and government—many of whom 
are alumni—shape the curricula of 
the MBA in Aviation Management 
and Master of Science in Aviation 
Finance programs.

Alumni are employed through-
out the aviation industry, at aero-
space manufacturing firms such 
as Boeing, Airbus and Rolls-Royce, 
with airlines such as Delta, United, 
Etihad, Jet Airways and Korean Air-
lines, and in airports in cities such 
as Atlanta, New York, Singapore, 
Hong Kong and Abu Dhabi. Alumni 
returning to campus share the lat-
est information and needs of the 
international air transport indus-
try while providing internship and 
employment opportunities with air-
lines, airports, and consulting firms 
across the globe.
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MBA
PROGRAMS

I f you are an international stu-
dent or professional seeking 
an MBA you should consider 

the United States. American MBA 
programs are world renowned for giv-
ing students a competitive edge in the 
business world through excellent educa-
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unparalleled networking opportunities 
and resources.
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focus their master’s degree in finance, 
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STUDENT  
TIP

I WOULD LIKE TO BECOME AN ACCOUNTANT THAT FOCUSES 
ON INTERNAL CONTROL. DUE TO GLOBALIZATION, YOU 
HAVE TO SPEAK AT LEAST ONE MAJOR LANGUAGE 
FLUENTLY. I CHOSE TO STUDY IN THE USA TO HELP ME 
LEARN ENGLISH FLUENTLY.
—Juri Adrianto, from Indonesia, an MBA student in Information Systems at  
Fairleigh Dickinson University in Teaneck, New Jersey
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business over an eight month pe-
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The International Diploma Pro-
grams coordinate student intern-
ships at a variety of San Francisco 
Bay Area companies, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and government agen-
cies. Most students are placed at 
small to medium-sized companies 
so interns have a better chance of 
building close working relation-
ships giving them a more meaning-
ful internship experience. Student 
interns have recently worked for a 
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ing, information systems, health-
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An internship-related project is 
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ny’s client base by establishing con-
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devised a software technology plan 
for a high-tech music database 
company.
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tion, the MBA in Aviation Manage-
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skills needed in the global aviation/
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the College of Business on the Day-
tona Beach, Florida campus, MBA-
AM students study the operational 
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The Master of Science in Avia-
tion Finance (MSAF) focuses on the 
unique needs of the aviation and 
aerospace industry: capital for-
mation, financial planning, fund-
ing for critical infrastructure needs, 
and airplane acquisition and fleet 
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junction with leaders from industry 
and government—many of whom 
are alumni—shape the curricula of 
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and Master of Science in Aviation 
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Alumni are employed through-
out the aviation industry, at aero-
space manufacturing firms such 
as Boeing, Airbus and Rolls-Royce, 
with airlines such as Delta, United, 
Etihad, Jet Airways and Korean Air-
lines, and in airports in cities such 
as Atlanta, New York, Singapore, 
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international air transport indus-
try while providing internship and 
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lines, airports, and consulting firms 
across the globe.
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I nternational students travel from all 
over the world to come to the U.S. to 
participate in graduate study. Uni-

versities in the U.S. offer capacity for study 
that many countries are not able to offer their 
citizens, which is why many students pursue 
graduate education abroad. Graduate education 
allows students to garner advanced knowl-
edge of prior studies, with specific interest in 
a discipline. Students seeking careers in many 
fields are required to obtain specialized training 
through earning an advanced degree. A gradu-
ate school experience offers an environment 
rich in academic and social experiences that fos-
ter intellectual and personal development. 

“Graduate education teaches students how 
to research and apply knowledge,” says Brandy 
Randall, Associate Dean of the North Da-
kota State University College of Graduate and 
Interdisciplinary Studies. “In advanced degree 
programs, students are learning how to tackle 
problems that don’t yet exist.”

Institutions across the U.S. offer a variety of 
graduate programs such as Master of Science 
(M.S.), Master of Arts (M.A.), Doctor of Phi-
losophy (Ph.D.) in the arts and sciences, Educa-
tion Doctorate (Ed.D.) and doctorate degree 
programs in professional practice. Programs are 
available in science, technology, engineering, 
math, health, human development, arts, educa-
tion and professional degree programs. 

American graduate education is high qual-
ity, with research laboratories, facilities and 
libraries that are equipped to meet the needs 
of graduate students to ensure success in their 
fields. U.S. institutions focus on the global 
economy, building relationships and network-
ing with international graduate students ben-
efitting both international and domestic stu-
dents, which increases opportunities for careers 
and international collaboration.  

“The professors in my department are ex-
perts in their fields and they invest heavily in 
our growth and development. I have learned 
so much from them and also from my won-
derful colleagues and the many friends I have 
made over the years. They have all enriched my 
life in many ways and inspire me to be a better 
person,” says Courage Mudzongo, a Ph.D. stu-
dent in Developmental Science, who is from 
Harare, Zimbabwe. 

Faculty and students build strong working 
relationships by collaborating in the lab and 
conducting research together. Students often 
feel fortunate to work closely with innovative 
faculty mentors who are recognized and re-
spected internationally for their contributions 
to their fields of study.

Application and  
Admission Standards
Admission to a graduate program is a selective 

By Sonya Goergen

GRADUATE 
EDUCATION

IN THE UNITED STATES
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process intended to identify applicants who are outstanding among recipi-
ents of baccalaureate degrees. Most institutions require applicants to have 
earned a baccalaureate degree from an educational institution of recog-
nized standing. In addition, applicants must have adequate preparation in 
the chosen field of study and must show potential to undertake advanced 
study and research as evidenced by academic performance and experience. 
To attain full standing in a graduate degree program, aim for a high cumu-
lative grade point average (GPA) of at least 3.0, or equivalent. (Each grad-
uate program will have different admissions standards, including GPA.) 
Many universities require additional evidence of academic performance.  

Students must be admitted to a graduate program prior to register-
ing for courses. Prospective students should be prepared to submit the 
following:

  An application (paper or online)
  Transcripts from all institutions attended (take note that many institu-
tions require a WES evaluation)

  Test Scores (TOEFL, IELTS, GRE, GMAT)
  Statement of Purpose (Document describing intent to pursue graduate 
degree.)

  Letters of recommendation 

Opportunities within a Program  
and after Graduation
Many programs offer opportunities to collaborate on research and schol-
arly activity in the form of research and teaching assistantships to qualified 
students. These awards recognize superior teaching and research contribu-
tions of graduate students. Graduate assistantships contribute to profes-
sional development with the primary purpose of helping students suc-
cessfully complete their academic program. Assistantships augment other 
educational experiences and provide financial support to help students 
focus of their educational goals.

After graduation, many international graduate students choose to 
live and work in communities near the university they attended. Ad-
vanced degree holders often choose careers in academia, research, manu-
facturing, industry and business with employers who seek well-educated 
and trained graduates.

Graduate Education at  
North Dakota State University
At North Dakota State University (NDSU), graduate students chart their 
own courses for traditional scholarly inquiry and push the boundaries of 
modern theory and research. As a student-focused, land-grant, research 
university located in the heart of the Upper Midwest, North Dakota State 
University is a leader in academic excellence and competitive research.

NDSU offers 51 doctoral degrees, 84 master’s degrees, an education 
specialist degree and 12 certificate programs. The University offers gradu-
ate programs in eight colleges:

  Agriculture, Food Systems, and Natural Resources
  Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
  Business
  Engineering
  Interdisciplinary Studies
  Human Development and Education
  Health Professions
  Science and Mathematics
Students in North Dakota State University’s Graduate School learn 

from internationally renowned faculty mentors, have access to world-class 
research facilities and participate in numerous public-private business 
partnerships. A growing, vibrant university, North Dakota State Univer-
sity is recognized as a leader among its peers. 

Sonya Goergen is the Marketing Coordinator at North Dakota State 
University in Fargo, North Dakota.

83	master’s	degree	programs

51	 doctoral	degree	programs

13	 certificate	programs	

ndsu.edu/gradschool
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Interdisciplinary Studies. “In advanced degree 
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(M.S.), Master of Arts (M.A.), Doctor of Phi-
losophy (Ph.D.) in the arts and sciences, Educa-
tion Doctorate (Ed.D.) and doctorate degree 
programs in professional practice. Programs are 
available in science, technology, engineering, 
math, health, human development, arts, educa-
tion and professional degree programs. 

American graduate education is high qual-
ity, with research laboratories, facilities and 
libraries that are equipped to meet the needs 
of graduate students to ensure success in their 
fields. U.S. institutions focus on the global 
economy, building relationships and network-
ing with international graduate students ben-
efitting both international and domestic stu-
dents, which increases opportunities for careers 
and international collaboration.  

“The professors in my department are ex-
perts in their fields and they invest heavily in 
our growth and development. I have learned 
so much from them and also from my won-
derful colleagues and the many friends I have 
made over the years. They have all enriched my 
life in many ways and inspire me to be a better 
person,” says Courage Mudzongo, a Ph.D. stu-
dent in Developmental Science, who is from 
Harare, Zimbabwe. 

Faculty and students build strong working 
relationships by collaborating in the lab and 
conducting research together. Students often 
feel fortunate to work closely with innovative 
faculty mentors who are recognized and re-
spected internationally for their contributions 
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T here are many unique answers when posing the question of “How?” How 
does this chair hold me up? How is that I can talk on my cell phone or 
chat on the Internet with someone across the world? How did this wa-

ter in my glass become clean? Although the answer to each of these questions is 
unique, there is one simple explanation for all of these questions: engineering. 

No matter where you are in the world, the evidence of engineering is univer-
sal. Today, engineers are developing solutions and building the latest technologies 
for everything from smart phones to solving the world’s most dire problems. The 
rapid pace of technology and the scarcity of natural resources have made the de-
mand for engineers greater than ever. 

The motivation to pursue an engineering degree may differ from student to 
student. For some, it is the desire to have a successful and profitable career. Oth-
ers want to bring advancement and a better future to their communities. Then, 
there are students who are drawn to the field because they are naturally curious 
about how things work. 

Your motivation may be unique, but your ambition to study engineering in 
the USA is not. Every year, more and more international students come to the 
United States to pursue undergraduate, graduate and doctorate engineering de-
grees. According to the 2014/15 Open Doors Report 184,603 international stu-
dents were enrolled in U.S. engineering programs. It is one of the most popular 
fields of study among international students.

You may choose to study engineering for humanitarian reasons or because 
you desire a financially successful career, but no matter your reasoning, know that 
your talents are in high-demand and you have the ability to change the world.  

At Edmonds 
Community College, 
I chose to major in 

engineering, which I’m 
not sure if I would have 

been able to choose in 
France. The system [in France] 

doesn’t offer the same possibilities and 
resources like there are here in the USA. 
At Edmonds Community College, the 
courses I took were very interesting and 
not just theoretical. The classes are small 
enough that you can get to know your 
teachers and they are always available 
for their students. One of them helped 
me realize that graphic engineering is 
what I want to study, so now I’m 
not going back to France.” 

—Mathilde Idoine from France is  
completing her Associate in Science  
Degree with an Aeronautical 
Engineering track at Edmonds 
Community College  
in Edmonds, Washington

STUDENT  
TIP

THE FUTURE
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Arizona State 
University 
“The higher educa-
tion in the U.S. is the 
best —it is the high-
est level of educa-

tion a student can receive,” stated 
Octavio Heredia, Associate Director 
of Global Outreach at Arizona State 
University’s Ira A. Fulton School of 
Engineering. It is no secret that the 
United States provides one of the 
best higher educational systems in 
the world, but in terms of engineer-
ing programs, it is the access to re-
search that draws many international 
students to the U.S.

“Students are looking for great 
research. They want access to it. 
ASU [Arizona State University] ex-
poses them to research at the very 
beginning,” explains Heredia.

Students at Arizona State Uni-
versity, near Phoenix, do not have to 
wait until their junior or senior years 
to start working with advanced re-
search and developing projects. 
The curriculum has been designed 
so that students will begin to feel 
and think like engineers on day one. 
Foundational courses in theory are 
balanced with classes and projects 
that challenge students to think 
critically and creatively. World-class 
faculty, including members of the 
National Academy of Engineering, 
National Academy of Science, as 
well as a Nobel Laureate, teach and 
motivate students. Many of the pro-
fessors were once international stu-
dents in the United States as well.

The Ira A. Fulton School of Engi-
neering offers 20 engineering de-
gree programs, such as Computer, 
Aerospace, Electrical and Biomedi-
cal. Bachelor of Science in Engineer-
ing, Master of Science in Engineering 
and doctorate degrees are available.

Outside of the classroom, stu-
dents have access to engineering-
tutoring services, personalized 
advising and internships. Students 
intern for companies like Boeing, 
Intel and General Dynamics. There 
are also many unique competition 
opportunities, such as Microsoft’s 
Imagine Cup.

In 2012, Arizona State University 

students’ prize-winning invention 
earned them a spot in Imagine Cup’s 
U.S. finals. Using cameras and touch-
screen technology, the students built 
a device designed to help the visu-
ally impaired take notes in class.

The students’ project is a perfect 
example of what engineering can do: 
help solve some of the world’s great-
est challenges.

Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical 
University
As the world faces 
growing demand for 
more effective and 

efficient infrastructure and environ-
mental sustainability, the field of civil 
engineering will continue to grow 
faster than the general job mar-
ket. At Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University, the Master of Science in 
Civil Engineering (MS CIV) program 
provides its students with educa-
tion and experiences that are essen-
tial for leadership positions in the 
field. Graduates are prepared for ca-
reers in their desired fields, including 
industry and government.

Within the program, offered at 
the Daytona Beach campus, stu-
dents may select technical electives 
to customize their learning experi-
ence in the areas such as Intelligent 
Transportation Systems, Structural 

Engineering, Sustainable Structures, 
Materials and Geotechnical Engi-
neering or interdisciplinary technolo-
gy.  The program encourages cross-
over between civil engineering and 
other academic specialties that are 
relevant to civil engineering prob-
lems and provide valuable educa-
tional experiences.

On the Daytona Beach campus, 
there are numerous laboratories in 
the area of structures, materials, 
transportation, and environmen-
tal engineering. The impressive civil 
engineering faculty are constantly 
involved in externally funded re-
search across the discipline. Current-
ly, Dr. Brown is investigating bridges 
in aggressive environments, while 
Dr. Chen is studying the safety is-
sues in transportation system. Other 
examples of the exciting research 
being done by faculty is Dr. Gurjar’s 
research in using mining screenings 
as sand substitute in PCC and in self-
consolidating concrete.

The MS CIV degree is a 30-cred-
it program offered as a general MS 
Civil Engineering degree with a the-
sis or non-thesis option. 

By earning this advanced de-
gree in civil engineering, Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University 
graduates give themselves an edge 
in the job market and help them-
selves move on the fast track to 
management positions.
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Students at Arizona State Uni-
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wait until their junior or senior years 
to start working with advanced re-
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gree programs, such as Computer, 
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tutoring services, personalized 
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intern for companies like Boeing, 
Intel and General Dynamics. There 
are also many unique competition 
opportunities, such as Microsoft’s 
Imagine Cup.

In 2012, Arizona State University 

students’ prize-winning invention 
earned them a spot in Imagine Cup’s 
U.S. finals. Using cameras and touch-
screen technology, the students built 
a device designed to help the visu-
ally impaired take notes in class.

The students’ project is a perfect 
example of what engineering can do: 
help solve some of the world’s great-
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Aeronautical 
University
As the world faces 
growing demand for 
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efficient infrastructure and environ-
mental sustainability, the field of civil 
engineering will continue to grow 
faster than the general job mar-
ket. At Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University, the Master of Science in 
Civil Engineering (MS CIV) program 
provides its students with educa-
tion and experiences that are essen-
tial for leadership positions in the 
field. Graduates are prepared for ca-
reers in their desired fields, including 
industry and government.

Within the program, offered at 
the Daytona Beach campus, stu-
dents may select technical electives 
to customize their learning experi-
ence in the areas such as Intelligent 
Transportation Systems, Structural 

Engineering, Sustainable Structures, 
Materials and Geotechnical Engi-
neering or interdisciplinary technolo-
gy.  The program encourages cross-
over between civil engineering and 
other academic specialties that are 
relevant to civil engineering prob-
lems and provide valuable educa-
tional experiences.

On the Daytona Beach campus, 
there are numerous laboratories in 
the area of structures, materials, 
transportation, and environmen-
tal engineering. The impressive civil 
engineering faculty are constantly 
involved in externally funded re-
search across the discipline. Current-
ly, Dr. Brown is investigating bridges 
in aggressive environments, while 
Dr. Chen is studying the safety is-
sues in transportation system. Other 
examples of the exciting research 
being done by faculty is Dr. Gurjar’s 
research in using mining screenings 
as sand substitute in PCC and in self-
consolidating concrete.

The MS CIV degree is a 30-cred-
it program offered as a general MS 
Civil Engineering degree with a the-
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W hen the electrical engi-
neers of the late ’70s and 
early ’80s introduced the 

world’s first mobile phones, they nev-
er would have imagined the world 
we live in today. Mobile phones now 
have features like mobile payment 
systems and video conferencing, all 
running on a multi-core processor in 
your pocket. 

Today’s economy has become an 
intertwined, international market-
place where ideas are the driving 
force rather than basic goods. Tech-
nological advancements continue to 
change the way people live their lives 
all over the world and employers are 
looking to capitalize on this. Because 
of this, individuals who possess a 
combination of technical training 
and a certain level of creativity are in 
high-demand. 

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor, employment growth 
will be driven by the increasing reli-
ance on information technology and 
the continuing importance of main-
taining system and network security. 
In order to fill high-tech positions, 
employers are seeking well-educated 
and qualified individuals who un-
derstand the latest developments in 
technology.

Today’s students will decide how 
technology will shape our future.

Technology Education  
in the USA
U.S. universities and colleges offer 
a greater variety of programs with a 
specialized focus in areas such as se-
curity, user interface design and geo-
spatial technology. Program course-
work incorporates both theoretical 
and hands-on practical training.

A new trend in technology edu-
cation is a heightened focus on “soft 
skills.” Soft skills are the interper-
sonal skills required to be effective 
in a professional setting. These in-
clude oral and written communica-
tion skills, project management, and 
teamwork. These skills will make you 
a more dynamic employee and in-
crease your chances of success.

What to Look  
for in a Program
It is important that a program’s cur-

riculum reflects the latest in tech-
nology. Therefore, the university or 
college must strive to update its cur-
riculum so that it is relevant. There’s 
nothing worse than spending a year 
focused on a specific platform, only 
to read a news article announcing 
that platform’s pending demise. 

The school should also provide 
the equipment needed to study 
your area of interest. For example, it 
wouldn’t make sense to study net-
work engineering at a school that did 
not provide the equipment needed 
for practical training. 

Students in certain specialized 
degree programs may also have ac-
cess to high-end, industrial tools 
and equipment. There’s nothing 
more exciting than getting a chance 
to work with a piece of equipment 
that you’ve read about and otherwise 
couldn’t afford. In addition to mod-
ern equipment, network connection 
speeds are equally important. Fast 
connectivity is now a high prior-
ity because distributed computing 
has become more common. Many 
American colleges and universities 
even offer gigabit Internet connec-
tions. This gives students the ability 
to develop new and creative uses for 
networked communications, with-
out being encumbered by a limited 
Internet connection. 

Seek schools that employ faculty 
with industry experience. It is also 
important that the program seeks 
the advice of technology profession-
als when shaping future curriculum. 
A school that regularly reaches out 
and works with the surrounding 
community will be the first to know 
about emerging technologies. 

Degrees and Certificates
You can qualify for many careers 
in technology with a Certificate or 
Associate of Applied Science de-
gree. These degrees can be earned 
at technical or community col-
leges, private specialized train-
ing schools, and for-profit training 
companies. In addition, you could 
continue with a bachelor’s or mas-
ter’s degree if you are interested in 
a management, research or security 
position in technology.   

Innovation is the cornerstone of technology. 
Ten years ago, we were content to merely send 
a text message or maybe play a game of Snake 
on a two-color screen; today, we have mobile 
devices that can process more than the aver-
age desktop computer from that same era. 
Looking forward, we can only imagine what ad-
vances will come. 

The definition of mobile development is 
evolving to not only include traditional mobile 
devices, but also tablets, gaming consoles, tele-
visions, automobiles, and any other consumer 
device that has an operating system. 

With the rate that mobile technology is ad-
vancing, it can be a difficult decision choosing 
the platforms and languages on which to focus. 
From one year to the next, existing program-
ming languages advance and new ones are 
introduced, bringing new methods or features. 
Finding the right program of study is the first 
step to building the skills you will need in order 
to keep the pace and innovate within this field. 

Getting an education in software develop-
ment in the United States can take many differ-
ent forms. While earning a degree exclusively 
from a four-year university is always an option, 
there are many different paths available. Due 
to their smaller size and emphasis on practical 
job training, community colleges and technical 
schools have the ability adapt to development 
trends quickly. These alternatives may suit your 
needs better. 

In most mobile development programs, you 
can expect to start with standard program-
ming courses. In these classes, you will learn 
the fundamentals of object-oriented program-
ing (generally Java or C#), Unix, and basic web 
development. 

As you advance through the program, 
classes will become more specific to mobile. 
Typically, courses will include mobile device 
user interface design, advanced development 
either in iOS or Android, as well as business 
and project management of mobile application 
development. 

Finally, towards the end of the program, 
you will have to create and complete a prac-
tical overview project, often referred to as a 
“capstone” course. In a mobile development 
capstone course, you must utilize what you’ve 
learned throughout the program in order to 
build and market your own functioning mobile 
application. Upon completing your program, 
you can expect career opportunities as a mo-
bile software developer, a mobile web develop-
er, or a mobile solutions specialist.    

Brian Turley is a Solutions Engineer at Ookla.

MOBILE 
DEVELOPMENTSTUDYING 

TECHNOLOGY 
TECHNOLOGY 
FIELDS OF STUDY
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING: 
Combines the best of 
engineering and technology 
in areas such as robotics, 
simulation, and real-time 
systems. 

COMPUTER SCIENCE: 
Incorporates advanced work 
with software, programming 
languages, graphics, operating 
systems, and user interfaces. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
(IT): Installing and 
configuring software and 
hardware, data management, 
networking, engineering 
computer hardware, database 
and software design, and 
the management and 
administration of entire 
systems. 

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT: 
Writing business application 
programs to instruct a 
computer to perform a variety 
of tasks. It involves analysis 
of the expected output, 
information flow, and writing 
and testing of the code. 

WEB DEVELOPMENT: 
Developing server-based 
applications using standard 
web protocols. It typically 
involves a combination of IT 
and software developer skills, 
alongside an ability to design a 
functional user interface.

AT A U.S. UNIVERSITY
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DIGITAL MEDIA
Wherever you are, digital media 
is playing an increasingly bigger 
role in the marketplace and in our 
daily lives. And with outsourcing 
on the rise, you can work for a 
prestigious international compa-
ny from just about anywhere.

Digital Media Workers  
Are in Demand
Career skills in demand include 
digital video, animation, audio, 
web design, graphic design, vid-
eo and interactive multimedia, to 
name a few. Digital workers can 
find jobs in consulting, education, 
the arts, the media—new and 
traditional-marketing communi-
cations and training.

So, if digital media is a good 
career choice for you, where do 
you start? Coming to the USA to 
study digital media arts makes 
perfect sense. Here, you can ac-
cess the latest technology, learn 
from award-winning instructors 
and get hands-on experience in 
the industry.

Students Learn to  
Excel in the Classroom
At many U.S. community colleg-
es, students can earn associate 
degrees and vocational certifi-
cates in television production, 
broadcast journalism, television 
scriptwriting, graphic design, 
3D animation/modeling, digi-
tal music production and digital 
media arts.

A digital music production 
certificate program offers in-
struction in various means of 
computer assisted digital audio 
production including sequenc-
ing, digital recording, recording 
studio techniques, mixdown and 
synchronization to video. It also 
covers the business of music as 
well as technologies for web au-
dio design.

Completion of an associ-
ate degree prepares students to 
move into a four-year institution 
or into a professional art school. 
An associate degree also pro-
vides for entry into jobs in a vari-
ety of areas: advertising agency, 
printing business, design studio, 
web production, freelance de-
signer or related fields. 

Southern Illinois 
University 
The Department 
Computer Science 
at Southern Illinois 
University is 

focused on the design, analysis, 
and use of computer hardware and 
software. As an academic discipline, 
it does not focus on just one 
technology, programming language, 
or computer architecture. Rather, 
it seeks to ground the student in 
fundamental concepts that are 
applicable to many environments.

The Computer Science program 
offers an undergraduate major 
leading to the bachelor of science 
and bachelor of arts degrees, 
an undergraduate minor, and a 
graduate program leading to master 
of science and doctor of philosophy 
degrees. In support of these degree 
programs, the department offers 
courses covering all the major areas 
of computer science.  

The rich diversity in the 
student body enhances programs 
by providing heterogeneous 
perspectives that complement the 
research, teaching, and service, 
as well as propels the frontiers of 
knowledge. The faculty’s varied 
backgrounds and experiences 
mirror the community at large. 
By training the next generation of 
leaders and scholars in the field of 
Computer Science, we promote 
opportunities propagated well 
beyond Illinois. 

The curriculum offered by the 
Department of Computer Science in 
the College of Science at Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale 
prepares its graduates for positions 
in the computer industry, as well as 
for advanced studies and research.

Computer science related jobs, 
such as software engineering, stand 
on top of the best-job ranking 
lists as reported in Money magazine 
year after year. Southern Illinois 
University graduates find careers 
in computer science available from 
a variety of employers and in all 
regions. Many of our graduates are 
involved in software development 
and are recruited by prestigious 
companies such as Boeing, 
Caterpillar, SBC Communications, 

Dell, Google, Ebay, Microsoft, State 
Farm, and Yahoo. Graduates gain 
employment as software engineers, 
systems analysts, programmers, and 
systems administrators. 

Santa Monica 
College
Introduction to 
Mobile Robotics 
students at Santa 
Monica College 

in California learn how to use 
hardware including computers 
and other controllers, motors, 
artificial muscles, arms, grippers, 
ultrasonic sensors, whiskers, and 
cameras. They also become skilled 
in software to program and operate 
mobile robots. The robots can 
recognize objects and speech, talk 
back, and interact with changing 
environments.

Nowadays the life sciences 
require considerable knowledge 
of new technology. Through data 
analyses and laboratory reports 
the Genetics and Molecular Biology 
students examine the structure, 
function, and transmission of 
genes. The course utilizes Internet 
databases for bioinformatics to 
show relationships between DNA 
and protein sequences.

In another course, Fundamentals 
of Microbiology, Santa Monica 
students explore clinical 
applications of microbiology, 
including recent molecular 
biological and serological 
techniques. They practice aseptic 
transfer techniques, methods 
of microscopy, and analytical 
techniques for identifying microbial 
organisms in the laboratory.

Santa Monica College is known 
for preparing students to work 
in the entertainment industry. 
At the College’s Academy of 
Entertainment & Technology 
students in a 3D Character 
Animation class work with 
Autodesk Maya to master the 
fundamentals of 3D character 
animation: techniques, such as 
posing, timing, weight, anticipation, 
squash and stretch, overlapping 
action, and staging. The class also 
introduces them to the basics of 
performance animation.
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S tudents from around the world 
are coming to the United States 
in greater numbers than ever to 

study—and to study the sciences. When 
students come to the U.S. to study science 
they find the cutting edge of their dis-
cipline, with current knowledge gained 
through research. 

They also find diverse and numerous 
fields of study from which to choose.

Science in the USA includes programs 
for chemists, astronomers, physicists, neu-
roscientists, geneticists, biologists, geolo-
gists, hydrologists, seismologists, clima-
tologists, oceanographers, nurses—just to 
name a few of the thousands of areas to 
study. And students will find a growing 
number of multi-disciplinary programs 
that combine subjects to customize a 
course of study.

“In the U.S., professors at the forefront 
of current science are also teaching in the 
classroom,” says Jeff Thompson, dean of 
the College of Science at the University of 
Nevada, Reno (UNR). UNR is ranked in 
the top tier of best national universities in 
nearly every science discipline. 

“Students would gain more at a univer-
sity where that [research] occurs, rather 
than schools without research where they 
have professors who may not have been 
involved in their discipline since they first 
became professors.”

In general, students may find a much 
more mature research complex in place in 
U.S. university programs. Other countries 
may have an academic system that is quite 
rigorous, but perhaps limited in the types 
of research equipment, resources and infra-
structure to operate the equipment.

“International students coming to 
study in the U.S. benefit from access to 
some of the finest professors and research 
laboratories in the world, ” says Allan 
Goodman, President of the Institute of In-
ternational Education.

International students in the USA have 
access to a wealth of technical skills and 
problem-solving abilities that will prepare 
them for professional science careers either 
at home or in the United States. Twenty 
percent of all jobs now require some back-
ground in science, technology, engineer-
ing or math (STEM), according to a June 
2013 study by the Brookings Institution.

“To me, the U.S. is the core of scientific 
research of the world, so it is the best place 
to get a good education,” says Francisco Su-

arez Poch, a Chilean student at UNR.  
Poch earned his undergraduate de-

gree in Chile and decided to come to the 
U.S. to earn his doctorate in hydrogeol-
ogy at the University of Nevada, Reno’s 
renowned Interdisciplinary Hydrogeology 
program.

“One of the nice things about study in 
the U.S. is that you can be close to many 
research groups working in similar things 
so you can get very nice feedback. Some-
times this is hard if you are outside the 
U.S. or Europe,” explains Poch. Living and 
studying in the USA also gave him the op-

Berkeley, the Ohio State University and 
SUNY University at Buffalo are also all 
in the top 20 of universities that host 
international students.  

“Physics programs and chemistry 
programs attract international students, 
especially graduate students, but also 
undergrads,” said Roberto Mancini, a 
professor at the University of Nevada 
Reno’s Physics Department. 

“We always have undergrads work-
ing in the lab, and it provides them 
a path to graduate programs and ad-
vanced training.”

Mancini researches high-energy 
density plasma at the University of Ne-
vada, Reno’s Nevada Terawatt Facility, 
which houses one of the two most power-
ful university-based pulse-power genera-
tors nationwide—the 2-terawatt Zebra 
accelerator. He is studying ultra-high tem-
perature and non-equilibrium plasmas to 
mimic what happens to matter in accretion 
disks around black holes. He has guided 
international students through doctoral 
programs, some of them now working 
in prestigious labs such as Los Alamos 
Laboratory in the United States. He also 
teaches the latest in plasma spectroscopy, 
using an interactive, real-time web-based 
classroom that reaches students from Japan 
to Germany.

Just recently a Hungarian student 
studying and working with researchers at 
the Nevada Terawatt Facility graduated 
and returned to Hungary. He went im-
mediately to work as a scientist in the new 
Extreme Light Infrastructure, a laser facil-
ity that aims to host some the most intense 
research lasers worldwide. 

International students will not only 
find outstanding research opportunities in 

portunity to meet a lot of new people and 
do much more than just studying. 

While studying in the United States he 
collaborated with his research professors 
to develop a solar-pond membrane-distil-
lation desalinization process to clean lake 
ecosystems endangered by low water and 
high salinity. He presented some of his so-
lar-pond research at the annual Fall AGU 
(American Geophysical Union) confer-
ence in San Francisco, attended by 16,000 
geophysicists from around the world. 

He has since returned to Santiago and 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 
where he is an assistant professor teaching 
in the Department of Hydraulic and Envi-
ronmental Engineering.

Francisco’s story is not uncommon. 
There are hundreds, if not thousands, 

of science students involved with high-lev-
el research around the USA. Universities 
that host the most international students 
are also top research institutions, such 
as the University of Southern Califor-
nia, which hosts the most international 
students. The University of California, 

ELS, New Jersey

Wentworth Institute of 
Technology, Massachusetts
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University of 
Nevada, Reno
At first glance, one 
wouldn’t think Doug 
Smith, the founder 
and lead scientist of 

the Yellowstone Wolf Project, and 
Kevin McArthur, former President of 
the Goldcorp Mining Company and 
current owner of one of the newest 
mining companies in Nevada, Tahoe 
Resources, have anything in common. 
But they do. 

They are both University of Ne-
vada, Reno College of Science gradu-
ates, and they are both successful 
business leaders. They made an effec-
tive transition from academia to the 
world of business, albeit with quite a 
different focus.

College of Science Dean, Jeff 
Thompson, has continually been in-
spired to see the connection between 
the disciplines of business and sci-
ence play out in the corporate world. 
He wants today’s science students to 
fully understand the possible career 
interplay a foundation in science can 
provide in the world of business.

“Most of the students we graduate 
from the College of Science work in 
the for-profit world,” says Thompson. 

“We do a great job of training 
them in academia, and we emphasize 
how to succeed in the business world. 
What sets us apart from many insti-
tutions is our focus on training stu-
dents to think on their own through 
research—both at the undergraduate 
level and the graduate level—working 
with professors who are at the top of 
their fields.”

Thompson points out many exam-
ples of College of Science alumni who 
have successfully navigated the busi-
ness world’s waters: 

  Opal Adams turned her geology 
degree into a successful venture as 
vice president of Enviroscientists, 
Inc.

  Bill Honjas and Satish Pullammanap-
pallil founded the seismic data pro-
cessing software company Optim 
in 1997 and have expanded it into a 
successful international geothermal 
exploration company 

  Alan Krause a Mackay School of 
Mines graduate is president and 
CEO of the company that is building 
the massive new Panama Canal
The College of Science offers more 

than 50 degrees in 18 different majors, 

everything from Atmospheric Scienc-
es to Biology, Chemistry, Ecology, Ge-
ography, Geology, Mathematics, Neu-
roscience and Physics. The College 
is renowned around the world for its 
Mackay School of Earth Sciences and 
Engineering programs and its Nevada 
Terawatt Facility with its research into 
high-density energy plasmas. UNR is 
also forging a successful path in neu-
roscience. The program also offers a 
successful path to medical school. A 
number of state-of-the art labs sup-
port research and education through-
out the college. Degrees are offered 
at the bachelor’s, master’s and doc-
toral levels.

The College of Science has an ex-
tensive research enterprise—the fac-
ulty generate more than $26 million in 
extramural research funding annually. 
The Carnegie Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Teaching classifies the 
University of Nevada, Reno as a com-
prehensive, doctoral-granting univer-
sity with high research activity.

A few of the research centers 
include 

  Center for Transformative Environ-
mental Monitoring Programs 
  Great Basin Center for Geothermal 
Energy 
  Nevada Bureau of Mines and 
Geology 
  Nevada Seismological Laboratory 
  Nevada Terawatt Facility 

The Colleges Department of Chem-
istry Shared Instrumentation Labora-
tory is a free resource to the entire 
campus, making lab equipment avail-
able to all students as well as custom 
research instruments, computational 
facilities and workspace.

In addition to the labs, the north-
ern Nevada region, with its high-des-
ert environment, diverse geological 
attributes such as the Sierra Nevada 
mountains, Lake Tahoe and a num-
ber of other rivers and high elevation 
lakes makes field research a vital part 
of the programs at the University of 
Nevada, Reno.

the U.S., they also see things from a dif-
ferent perspective. Here, students have 
access to different climates to study, dif-
ferent animals and plants to study and a 
broader view of the different methods of 
science practiced in a variety of labora-
tories. Earth scientists, for example, have 
the opportunity to study different soil 
types, ecosystems or unique geographic 
features.

“Another distinguishing factor for 
students to consider when deciding 
where to study in the United States is 
whether independent thinking is en-
couraged,” says Thompson. 

“A success meter in the U.S. is if 
students get to think independently, 
to analyze and to come to their own 
conclusions rather than the professor 
leading the student through present-
ing a problem as a set of facts. What the 
U.S. is good at is open-minded educa-
tion; we teach students to think—with 
the emphasis that they learn to think 
independently.”

Perhaps noted American astrono-
mer, astrophysicist and author Carl 
Sagan said it best, “Science is a way of 
thinking much more than it is a body of 
knowledge.”

As an academic advisor for interna-
tional students, Jim Carr is impressed by 
the caliber of students who come from 
other countries:

“The students are extremely well edu-
cated; they are very bright and are acing 
(getting A grades in) their classes. They 
come here to receive up-to-date train-
ing in their area of interest, but even 
when students come to the U.S. for an 
education similar to what they can get 
back home they are looking to broaden 
their horizons, to interact with other 
students and learn about a new culture 
while getting their education. For sci-
ence students, they can learn new re-
search techniques, learn how to use the 
latest technologies and tools for their 
discipline and be exposed to a variety of 
viewpoints and approaches.”

Students who come to the U.S. can 
have the benefit of top-flight researchers 
and will find a culture of scientific curi-
osity, discovery and a bold quest for new 
knowledge.   

Mike Wolterbeek is a Communications 
Officer at the University of Nevada, Reno.
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Why Redlands?

45+
undergraduate programs

Average class size

of students live on  
campus all four years

18 to 22

70%

including Global Business, 
Engineering 3-2, Computer 
Science, Music, Biology and 

Psychology

90% of classes have fewer  
than 30 students

Undergraduate enrollment

2,700
students from 45 states and 18 countries

About an hour’s 
drive from  

Los Angeles, 
beaches and  
desert resorts

•   A beautiful, residential campus with faculty  
dedicated to teaching undergraduates

•   Ranked #12 in the Western United States by  
U.S. News & World Report

•   Scholarships available for international students

•   More than 120 clubs and organizations and  
21 varsity sports

•   An Office of International Students and Scholars  
that provides a dedicated orientation and support  
for international students

Belinda Sandoval, Director of Admissions | intladmissions@redlands.edu | +1 (909) 748-8074

Redlands.edu/international

California
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C reated by ETS, the TOEFL® test 
provides the best measure of your 
ability to use and understand the 

English language as it’s read, written, heard 
and spoken.

As the language of business, technology, 
science and global education, English has 
the ability to open doors for skilled com-
municators. Spoken in over 100 different 
countries, the number of nonnative English 
speakers now outnumbers that of native 
speakers with an estimated one billion stu-
dents learning English at any given time.

The expanding role of English around 
the world has led to an increasing num-
ber of nonnative English communicators 
studying abroad in English-speaking coun-
tries or at one of the growing number of 
English-taught programs worldwide. As the 
number of English users continues to grow 
worldwide, it is important for students to 
demonstrate their proficiency in all four 
language skills: reading, writing, listening 
and speaking.

When future employers are deciding on 
a candidate, studying abroad or having stud-
ied at an English-taught program can make 
a student stand out. Gaining an internation-
al perspective is an invaluable experience 
that makes students more marketable, helps 
them grow as a person and expands their 
network of peers. One study showed that 
97 percent of students who studied abroad 
found a job within 12 months of gradua-
tion, compared to only 49 percent of total 
college graduates.

But before students can begin filling out 
applications and packing their bags, it is im-
portant to demonstrate that they have the 
language skills necessary to communicate in 
an English-speaking classroom. That’s why it 
is critical for students to select and take the 
appropriate English-language assessment.

The TOEFL® test measures the ability of 
nonnative English speakers to use and un-
derstand English as it’s read, written, heard 
and spoken in the university classroom. If 
you want to study at an English-speaking 
university or program, the TOEFL test can 
open doors to more than 9,000 universi-
ties, agencies and other institutions in over 
130 countries, including the United States, 
United Kingdom and Canada.

Created by ETS, the TOEFL test ap-
plies decades of experience and the latest re-
search and innovations for developing valid, 

TESTING SECTION The TOEFL tests English-language skills for university admissions

THE

TOEFL®
TEST
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TESTING SECTION The TOEFL tests English-language skills for university admissions

THE

TOEFL®
TEST

9,000+
universities, agencies and 
other institutions
rely on TOEFL test scores to help make  
admissions decisions. Wherever you want to 
study, the TOEFL test can help you get there.

90%
of TOEFL test takers 
get into their 1st- or 2nd-choice university.

Even more reasons why you  
should take the TOEFL test: 

You can be anything and  
study anywhere with the 
TOEFL® test.  
The TOEFL® test is the most widely respected  
English-language test in the world —  
making it easier to reach your destination.

Copyright © 2016 by Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved. ETS, the ETS logo, TOEFL and 
TOEFL IBT are registered trademarks of Educational Testing Service (ETS). 33642

SPECIAL OFFER
Get 5 free TOEFL iBT® practice tests!

Visit ets.org/toefl/studyusaoffer for details.
While supplies last.



reliable and fair tests that support educational purposes. It 
also offers a wide range of official preparation materials and 
resources to help students prepare for success.  

Students can be anything and study anywhere with the 
TOEFL test. To learn more about the TOEFL test, visit 
http://www.toeflgoanywhere.org/. 

TOEFL iBT® Test Format
This chart shows the range of questions and the timing for 
each section. 

*Source: Survey of 263 admissions officers at U.S. universities, 
of whom 212 accept both the TOEFL® test and the IELTS™ test, 
with 152 stating a preference.

Copyright © 2016 by Educational Testing Service. This is an 
advertisement. All rights reserved. ETS, the ETS logo, TOEFL 
and TOEFL IBT are registered trademarks of Educational 
Testing Service (ETS). All other trademarks are property of their 
respective owners. 

TEST  NUMBER  SCORE
SECTION  OF QUESTIONS  TIMING  SCALES

Reading  3-4 passages,  60-80  0-30
  12-14 questions  minutes
  each

Listening  4-6 lectures,  60-90  0-30
  6 questions each,  minutes
  2-3 conversations, 
  5 questions each

BREAK   10 minutes 

Speaking  6 tasks:  20 minutes  0-30
  2 independent
  and 4 integrated

Writing  1 integrated task  20 minutes  0-30
  1 independent task  30 minutes

TOTAL     0-120

STEP 1/ Learn how to do well on the 
TOEFL iBT® test

By scoring well on the TOEFL iBT® test, you can be 
eligible for admission to virtually any school in the 
United States. For helpful tips, visit www.ets.org/
toefl/susa. You can also find helpful videos on the 
TOEFL® TV Channel on YouTube® which includes 
tips created by English-language teachers and 
students like you. www.youtube.com/toefltv

STEP 2/ Take a practice test
TOEFL® Practice Online offers real 

TOEFL iBT® tests and an actual TOEFL iBT testing 
experience for all four skills (Reading, Listening, 
Speaking and Writing). Take a practice test to 
preview your performance level and get instant 
scores and feedback on your performance. Practice 
now at www.toeflgoanywhere.org/toefl-practice.

STEP 3/ Build up your weaker skills
Use the targeted practice sets 

TOEFL 
iBT® 

Study 
Tips

in The Official Guide to the TOEFL® Test, available 
in eBook and paper book formats at www.ets.org/
toefl/guide/susa. Then take another complete 
practice test from TOEFL® Practice Online to confirm 
you are ready for test day.

STEP 4/ Use good test-taking strategies 
on test day

Follow directions carefully in each section to avoid 
wasting time. Select Help to review directions only 
when absolutely necessary because the clock will 
not stop while the Help function is being used. 

Do not become overwhelmed or panic. 
Concentrate fully on the current test question and 
not on other questions you may have answered. This 
is a good test-taking strategy that helps you focus 
and can be learned through practice. 

Avoid spending too much time on any one 
question. If you have given the question some 
thought and you still do not know the answer, 
eliminate as many choices as possible, then select 
the best choice. 

Remember to pace yourself so you have enough 
time to answer every question. Be aware of the time 
limit for each section and budget your time to avoid 
having to rush at the end of the test.

Want tips to help you plan for your study-
abroad journey? If so, join the TOEFL® social 
pages. You can connect with other test-
takers from around the world! All of the 
TOEFL social pages offer news, study tips, fun 
facts and more. www.toeflgoanywhere.org/
toefl-advice-from-other-students

Visit www.ets.org/toefl/susa today! 
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WASHINGTON, D.C.

NEW YORK CITY

PHILADELPHIA

An invitation to live and learn in Boston! 
At Tufts, we believe the best way to learn a language 
is to use it, to live it. If you are a high school or 
university age student, business professional, or 
adult seeking one of the most innovative, dynamic 
programs available today, we invite you to learn more 
about Tufts and see what Boston has to offer!

Our English classes are taught by dedicated 
instructors who use their imagination and experience 
to maximize each student’s learning potential. Class 
time is complemented by a host of “real-world” 
activities that help you to “live” the language as 
you learn it. The Tufts English Language Programs 
are innovative in the way they combine classroom 
material with real-life experience.

For more information, please contact us at  
ESL@tufts.edu or you may visit our website:

 go.tufts.edu/esl 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PROGRAMS
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TESTING SECTION

Want to study in the USA?  
You can with IELTS!
IELTS - the International English Language 
Testing System is the world’s most popular 
high-stakes English language proficiency 
test for higher education and global migra-
tion. Each year, hundreds of thousands of 
U.S.-bound students register to take IELTS 
in order to apply to colleges and universities 
across the United States. 

IELTS opens doors to international 
education and work abroad. IELTS scores 
are accepted by over 9,000 organizations 
worldwide, including universities, employ-
ers, immigration authorities and profession-
al bodies. 

Last year more than 2.7 million IELTS 
tests were taken in over 140 countries. 
Search where you can take an IELTS test at 
www.takeielts.org.

IELTS offers:
  Worldwide availability with more than 
1,100 testing locations in over 140 
countries
  Test dates up to 4 times per month
  Testing in less than 3 hours
  Results to be sent to up to five institu-
tions or organizations free of charge
  Choice of more than 3,000 U.S. institu-
tions and programs to apply to, includ-
ing all the Ivy League schools
  IELTS Academic is designed for test 
takers wishing to study at undergradu-
ate and postgraduate levels and for those 
seeking professional registration. It in-
cludes a face-to-face speaking test with a 
certified IELTS examiner—the nearest 
you can get to a real-life conversation 
with your teachers at your chosen school.

What can I do now? 
Most importantly, you need to plan: you will 
need to think about when you need to take 
IELTS, and then decide how much prepa-
ration will be necessary. We recommend 
English language courses of all types to help 
you improve your level of English as much as 
possible. But every English test has a specific 
format and it is advisable to review the for-
mat of the test, the timings of each section, 
and practice as much as possible, in addition 
to taking an IELTS preparation course. 

British Council, a proud co-own-
er of IELTS, can help you by providing 
the following preparation materials at 
http://takeielts.org/prepare: 

THE TEST THAT SETS 
THE STANDARDS

IELTS
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IELTS puts people first
•  Up to 48 fixed and reliable test dates  

per year

• Results in 13 calendar days

• Professional staff

•  Comfortable, quiet and welcoming  
testing environments 

Book a test now at www.takeielts.org

British Council is a proud co-owner of IELTS. 

USA
accepts
IELTS



  FREE! Practice tests to help you assess 
your approximate English level, and de-
cide how much you need to study

  FREE! Practice activities with video and 
audio

  Information on practice books and other 
study materials

  Tips and ideas to help you on test day
Visit http: takeielts.org/usa now and 

plan for your future!

The keys to planning to study 
in the USA
From the moment you decide to study in 
the USA, you will be faced with numerous 
choices. First, take the time to ask yourself 
each of the key questions below. Here is a 
simple, step-by-step checklist that will help 
you to plan your personal journey.

WHAT?   What do you wish to study? 
Have you considered all options, such as 
liberal arts, sciences, business, engineering, 
or a specific trade or technical area? 
Determining your major or field of study 
is a good way to start identifying potential 
institutions.

WHERE?   Have you also considered the 
location of the institution and what this 
area offers? What do you expect from your 
choice of education institution?

SIZE?   What is your preferred campus 
environment? Would you prefer an 
institution with tens of thousands of 
students, sometimes on a single campus? 
Or are you more content with a smaller 
institution that has fewer than 1,000 
students? Choose the campus environment 
which feels most comfortable to you.

COST?   What is the total annual cost for 
attending the institution of your choice? 
Have you considered all expenses, including 
tuition, accommodation, living expenses, 
books, and other personal fees and costs? 
Do you need financial assistance to study 
in the USA and, if so, have you considered 
those institutions that can offer scholarships 
or financial aid specifically for international 
students?

Remember that although the choice may 
seem difficult, by considering each factor 
carefully you will reach a good decision that 
can have a positive impact on the next few 
years of your life.  

By    
British Council is a proud co-owner of IELTS.

Unlike most other tests for admission to higher education, IELTS 
test takers are interviewed in person by an examiner trained to 
put you at ease. Here are some tips for success in your IELTS 
Speaking Test:

1/ Avoid short Yes/No answers. Expand your replies.

2/ Make sure you speak confidently and clearly. This will make 
your responses easier to understand and comprehend.

3/ Use a variety of words to express opinion e.g. In my opinion, … 
I think … I feel …

4/ Do not memorize an answer. The questions change and you 
will find it difficult to answer naturally and fluently.

5/ You are marked on pronunciation. One thing which can help is 
correct intonation. Try not to be too monotonous.

6/ Don’t be scared to ask the examiner to repeat the question. 
You can say, “Could you repeat the question, please?”

THE IELTS SPEAKING TEST
TIPS FOR SUCCESS!

TEST
FORMAT

Listening
4 Sections
40 Items

30 Minutes

Speaking
11 to 14 Minutes

Academic  
Writing

2 Tasks 
(150 and  

250 words)
60 Minutes

General  
Training  
Writing

2 Tasks
(150 and  

250 words)
60 Minutes

Academic  
Reading
3 Sections
40 Items

60 Minutes

GENERAL  
TRAINING  
READING

3 Sections
40 Items

60 Minutes

T here are over 5,300 colleges and 
universities in the USA. Each 
of these schools have different 

requirements for international students. 
One of the most common questions 
from international students is, do I need 
to take the TOEFL (Test of English as 
a Foreign Language) or IELTS (In-
ternational English Language Testing 
System) to get into a school in the USA. 
The answer to that question strongly 
depends on the program to which you 
are applying.

English Language Programs 
(ESL or IEP)
Generally, TOEFL and IELTS are not 
required for English language programs 
where you intend to learn English. For 
example, ELS Language Centers do not 
require the TOEFL or IELTS for accep-
tance. In addition, DePaul University’s 
English Language Academy does not 
require the TOEFL or IELTS exam for 

admissions, but the TOEFL exam is used 
as a placement test once registered for the 
course.

Community Colleges
Most community colleges and two year de-
gree programs do not require the TOEFL 
or IELTS exam. In Washington state, Green 
River College, Shoreline Community Col-
lege, and Edmonds Community College 
do not require the TOEFL or IELTS exam. 
Again, it’s important to check with the spe-
cific community college at which you are 
planning to study at as each programs will 
have it’s own requirements.

Undergraduate and  
Graduate Programs
Many universities require the TOEFL or 
IELTS exam as proof of English language 
proficiency. However, there are many 
schools that do not require these exams 
because of a program called CAP (Con-
ditional Admissions Program). Certain 
universities will offer admission to eligible 

DO I NEED TO TAKE THE

TOEFL 
OR

IELTS?

international students with a condi-
tion that they must improve their Eng-
lish language skills by attending the 
university’s intensive English language 
program.The University of Washington 
Bothell, University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock, and University of Delaware do 
not require the TOEFL or IELTS exam 
as part of this conditional admissions 
program.

Verify with each program, com-
munity college and university their 
requirement for the TOEFL or IELTS 
test. But, if you don’t have a TOEFL 
or IELTS score, don’t panic, there are 
still other options that will allow you to 
study in the USA! 

Brianna Burrows is a freelance marketing 
specialist and alumna of Northeastern 
University. She specializes in event 
management, social media management, 
and content branding. She can be reached at 
briannaburrows@gmail.com. 
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  FREE! Practice tests to help you assess 
your approximate English level, and de-
cide how much you need to study
  FREE! Practice activities with video and 
audio
  Information on practice books and other 
study materials
  Tips and ideas to help you on test day
Visit http: takeielts.org/usa now and 

plan for your future!

The keys to planning to study 
in the USA
From the moment you decide to study in 
the USA, you will be faced with numerous 
choices. First, take the time to ask yourself 
each of the key questions below. Here is a 
simple, step-by-step checklist that will help 
you to plan your personal journey.

WHAT?   What do you wish to study? 
Have you considered all options, such as 
liberal arts, sciences, business, engineering, 
or a specific trade or technical area? 
Determining your major or field of study 
is a good way to start identifying potential 
institutions.

WHERE?   Have you also considered the 
location of the institution and what this 
area offers? What do you expect from your 
choice of education institution?

SIZE?   What is your preferred campus 
environment? Would you prefer an 
institution with tens of thousands of 
students, sometimes on a single campus? 
Or are you more content with a smaller 
institution that has fewer than 1,000 
students? Choose the campus environment 
which feels most comfortable to you.

COST?   What is the total annual cost for 
attending the institution of your choice? 
Have you considered all expenses, including 
tuition, accommodation, living expenses, 
books, and other personal fees and costs? 
Do you need financial assistance to study 
in the USA and, if so, have you considered 
those institutions that can offer scholarships 
or financial aid specifically for international 
students?

Remember that although the choice may 
seem difficult, by considering each factor 
carefully you will reach a good decision that 
can have a positive impact on the next few 
years of your life.  

By    
British Council is a proud co-owner of IELTS.

Unlike most other tests for admission to higher education, IELTS 
test takers are interviewed in person by an examiner trained to 
put you at ease. Here are some tips for success in your IELTS 
Speaking Test:

1/ Avoid short Yes/No answers. Expand your replies.

2/ Make sure you speak confidently and clearly. This will make 
your responses easier to understand and comprehend.

3/ Use a variety of words to express opinion e.g. In my opinion, … 
I think … I feel …

4/ Do not memorize an answer. The questions change and you 
will find it difficult to answer naturally and fluently.

5/ You are marked on pronunciation. One thing which can help is 
correct intonation. Try not to be too monotonous.

6/ Don’t be scared to ask the examiner to repeat the question. 
You can say, “Could you repeat the question, please?”

THE IELTS SPEAKING TEST
TIPS FOR SUCCESS!

TEST
FORMAT

Listening
4 Sections
40 Items

30 Minutes

Speaking
11 to 14 Minutes

Academic  
Writing

2 Tasks 
(150 and  

250 words)
60 Minutes

General  
Training  
Writing

2 Tasks
(150 and  

250 words)
60 Minutes

Academic  
Reading
3 Sections
40 Items

60 Minutes

GENERAL  
TRAINING  
READING

3 Sections
40 Items

60 Minutes

T here are over 5,300 colleges and 
universities in the USA. Each 
of these schools have different 

requirements for international students. 
One of the most common questions 
from international students is, do I need 
to take the TOEFL (Test of English as 
a Foreign Language) or IELTS (In-
ternational English Language Testing 
System) to get into a school in the USA. 
The answer to that question strongly 
depends on the program to which you 
are applying.

English Language Programs 
(ESL or IEP)
Generally, TOEFL and IELTS are not 
required for English language programs 
where you intend to learn English. For 
example, ELS Language Centers do not 
require the TOEFL or IELTS for accep-
tance. In addition, DePaul University’s 
English Language Academy does not 
require the TOEFL or IELTS exam for 

admissions, but the TOEFL exam is used 
as a placement test once registered for the 
course.

Community Colleges
Most community colleges and two year de-
gree programs do not require the TOEFL 
or IELTS exam. In Washington state, Green 
River College, Shoreline Community Col-
lege, and Edmonds Community College 
do not require the TOEFL or IELTS exam. 
Again, it’s important to check with the spe-
cific community college at which you are 
planning to study at as each programs will 
have it’s own requirements.

Undergraduate and  
Graduate Programs
Many universities require the TOEFL or 
IELTS exam as proof of English language 
proficiency. However, there are many 
schools that do not require these exams 
because of a program called CAP (Con-
ditional Admissions Program). Certain 
universities will offer admission to eligible 

DO I NEED TO TAKE THE

TOEFL 
OR

IELTS?

international students with a condi-
tion that they must improve their Eng-
lish language skills by attending the 
university’s intensive English language 
program.The University of Washington 
Bothell, University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock, and University of Delaware do 
not require the TOEFL or IELTS exam 
as part of this conditional admissions 
program.

Verify with each program, com-
munity college and university their 
requirement for the TOEFL or IELTS 
test. But, if you don’t have a TOEFL 
or IELTS score, don’t panic, there are 
still other options that will allow you to 
study in the USA! 

Brianna Burrows is a freelance marketing 
specialist and alumna of Northeastern 
University. She specializes in event 
management, social media management, 
and content branding. She can be reached at 
briannaburrows@gmail.com. 
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TESTING SECTION Take a GRE® test if you’re interested in applying to graduate or business school

THE

GRE®
TESTS

Who should take a GRE® test:
Each year, prospective graduate and business 
school applicants from around the world 
take a GRE® test. Applicants come from vary-
ing educational and cultural backgrounds, 
and the tests provide a common measure for 
comparing candidates’ qualifications. For 
more than 60 years, GRE scores have been 
used by admission or fellowship panels to 
supplement undergraduate records, recom-
mendation letters and other qualifications 
for graduate-level study. 

How to register:
Visit the GRE website at www.ets.org/gre 
to register for a GRE test and for the most 
up-to-date information about GRE tests and 
services. 

GRE® revised General Test
The GRE® revised General Test is the most 
widely accepted graduate-level admissions 
test worldwide. You can use your GRE test 
scores to apply to graduate and business 
schools around the world—giving you more 
opportunities for your future.

The GRE revised General Test content 
reflects the kind of thinking you’ll do and the 
skills you need to succeed in today’s demand-
ing graduate and business school programs. 
Specifically, the test measures your verbal rea-
soning, quantitative reasoning, critical think-
ing and analytical writing skills — skills that 
have been developed over a long period of 
time and are not related to a specific field of 
study. The GRE revised General Test features 
a test-taker friendly design that gives you the 
flexibility to use your own test-taking strate-
gies and the ScoreSelect® option, which lets 
you decide which scores to send to schools. 

When and Where  
the Test is Offered
The test is administered at more than 1000 
Educational Testing Service (ETS)-autho-
rized test centers in more than 160 countries. 
In most regions of the world, the computer-
delivered test is available on a continuous ba-
sis throughout the year. In Mainland China, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Korea, the com-
puter-delivered test is available one to three 
times per month. In areas of the world where 
computer-delivered testing is not available, 
the test is administered in a paper-delivered 
format up to three times a year in October, 
November and February. 

THE COMPUTER-DELIVERED GRE® REVISED 
GENERAL TEST STRUCTURE
	 	 ALLOTTED 
MEASURE	 NUMBER	OF	QUESTIONS	 TIME

ANALYTICAL WRITING
(One section with two One “Analyze an Issue” task and 30 minutes
separately timed tasks) one “Analyze an Argument” task per task

VERBAL REASONING
(Two sections) 20 questions 30 minutes  
 per section per section

QUANTITATIVE 
REASONING 20 questions 35 minutes  
(Two sections) per section  per section

UNSCORED*  Varies Varies 
(Position varies)

RESEARCH**  Varies Varies 
(At the end of the test)

*An unidentified unscored section that does not count toward a score may be included and may appear in any order after the 
Analytical Writing section. Questions in the unscored section are being tried out either for possible use in future tests or to 
ensure that scores on new editions of the test are comparable to scores from earlier editions.
** An identified research section may be included in place of the unscored section. The research section will always appear at 
the end of the test. Questions in this section are included for ETS research purposes and will not count toward your score. 
The Analytical Writing section will always be first, while the other sections may appear in any order. 

Test Content
The GRE revised General Test is composed 
of three measures — Analytical Writing, Ver-
bal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning. 

The Analytical Writing section mea-
sures the ability to articulate and support 
complex ideas, examine claims and accom-
panying evidence, sustain a focused and co-
herent discussion, and control the elements 
of standard written English. The Analytical 
Writing section requires you to provide fo-
cused responses based on the tasks presented, 
so you can accurately demonstrate your abil-
ity to directly respond to a task. 

The Verbal Reasoning section mea-
sures your ability to analyze and evaluate 
written material and synthesize information 
obtained from it; understand the meanings 
of words, sentences and entire texts; and 
understand relationships among words and 
concepts.  

The Quantitative Reasoning sec-
tion measures your ability to understand, 
interpret and analyze quantitative informa-
tion; solve problems using mathematical 
models; and apply basic mathematical skills 
and elementary mathematical concepts of 
arithmetic, algebra, geometry, probability 
and statistics. 

The Computer-delivered  
GRE revised General Test
Test Design Features
The advanced adaptive design of the comput-
er-delivered GRE revised General Test allows 
you to freely move forward and backward 
throughout an entire section. Specific fea-
tures include: 

  Preview and review capabilities within a 
section
  “Mark” and “Review” features to tag ques-
tions, so you can skip them and return 
later if you have time remaining in the 
section
   The ability to change/edit answers within 
a section
  An on-screen calculator for the Quantita-
tive Reasoning section

The Paper-delivered GRE  
revised General Test
Test Design Features

  You will enter your answers into the test 
book, rather than a separate answer sheet.
  You will be provided with an ETS calcula-
tor to use during the Quantitative Rea-
soning section; you may not use your own 
calculator.

Test Preparation
Free official test preparation tools are avail-
able to make it easy for you to start practicing 
for the GRE revised General Test. 

   If you are preparing for the computer- 
delivered test, download the free  
POWERPREP® II software, the only 
comprehensive test prep that’s as close to 
taking the computer-delivered test as you 
can get. 
   If you are preparing for the paper-deliv-
ered test, download The Practice Book for 
the Paper-delivered GRE® revised General 
Test, which offers a simulated test-taking 
experience of the paper-delivered GRE 
revised General Test.
Check out all the FREE and low-cost of-

ficial test preparation tools available at www.
ets.org/gre/prepare. 

Stay Informed and Connected 
For additional information about 
the GRE revised General Test, visit 
www.TakeTheGRE.com and get the official 
news and important reminders you need, 
when you need them. To connect with other 
test takers worldwide, visit the official GRE® 
revised General Test page on Facebook®. 
This page gives you an opportunity to share 
advice, cheer on other prospective test takers 

and get clear information about the GRE re-
vised General Test. 

Test Registration
You can register for the computer-delivered 
GRE revised General Test online at www.
ets.org/mygre (using a credit card), by 
phone or by mail. You can register for the 
paper-delivered GRE revised General Test 
online at www.ets.org/mygre (using a credit 
card) or by mail. The fee to take the GRE 
revised General Test is US$205 worldwide. 
Note that test fees are subject to change. For 
the most up-to-date pricing, visit the GRE 
website at www.ets.org/gre. 

Score Reporting
The following scores are reported for the 
GRE revised General Test:

  A Verbal Reasoning score on a 130–170 
score scale, in 1-point increments
  A Quantitative Reasoning score 
on a 130–170 score scale, in 1-point 
increments
  An Analytical Writing score on a 0–6 
score scale, in half-point increments

If you don’t answer any questions on the 
Verbal Reasoning, Quantitative Reasoning 
or Analytical Writing meaure, you will re-
ceive a No Score (NS) on that measure. 
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TESTING SECTION Take a GRE® test if you’re interested in applying to graduate or business school

THE

GRE®
TESTS

Who should take a GRE® test:
Each year, prospective graduate and business 
school applicants from around the world 
take a GRE® test. Applicants come from vary-
ing educational and cultural backgrounds, 
and the tests provide a common measure for 
comparing candidates’ qualifications. For 
more than 60 years, GRE scores have been 
used by admission or fellowship panels to 
supplement undergraduate records, recom-
mendation letters and other qualifications 
for graduate-level study. 

How to register:
Visit the GRE website at www.ets.org/gre 
to register for a GRE test and for the most 
up-to-date information about GRE tests and 
services. 

GRE® revised General Test
The GRE® revised General Test is the most 
widely accepted graduate-level admissions 
test worldwide. You can use your GRE test 
scores to apply to graduate and business 
schools around the world—giving you more 
opportunities for your future.

The GRE revised General Test content 
reflects the kind of thinking you’ll do and the 
skills you need to succeed in today’s demand-
ing graduate and business school programs. 
Specifically, the test measures your verbal rea-
soning, quantitative reasoning, critical think-
ing and analytical writing skills — skills that 
have been developed over a long period of 
time and are not related to a specific field of 
study. The GRE revised General Test features 
a test-taker friendly design that gives you the 
flexibility to use your own test-taking strate-
gies and the ScoreSelect® option, which lets 
you decide which scores to send to schools. 

When and Where  
the Test is Offered
The test is administered at more than 1000 
Educational Testing Service (ETS)-autho-
rized test centers in more than 160 countries. 
In most regions of the world, the computer-
delivered test is available on a continuous ba-
sis throughout the year. In Mainland China, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Korea, the com-
puter-delivered test is available one to three 
times per month. In areas of the world where 
computer-delivered testing is not available, 
the test is administered in a paper-delivered 
format up to three times a year in October, 
November and February. 

THE COMPUTER-DELIVERED GRE® REVISED 
GENERAL TEST STRUCTURE
	 	 ALLOTTED 
MEASURE	 NUMBER	OF	QUESTIONS	 TIME

ANALYTICAL WRITING
(One section with two One “Analyze an Issue” task and 30 minutes
separately timed tasks) one “Analyze an Argument” task per task

VERBAL REASONING
(Two sections) 20 questions 30 minutes  
 per section per section

QUANTITATIVE 
REASONING 20 questions 35 minutes  
(Two sections) per section  per section

UNSCORED*  Varies Varies 
(Position varies)

RESEARCH**  Varies Varies 
(At the end of the test)

*An unidentified unscored section that does not count toward a score may be included and may appear in any order after the 
Analytical Writing section. Questions in the unscored section are being tried out either for possible use in future tests or to 
ensure that scores on new editions of the test are comparable to scores from earlier editions.
** An identified research section may be included in place of the unscored section. The research section will always appear at 
the end of the test. Questions in this section are included for ETS research purposes and will not count toward your score. 
The Analytical Writing section will always be first, while the other sections may appear in any order. 

Test Content
The GRE revised General Test is composed 
of three measures — Analytical Writing, Ver-
bal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning. 

The Analytical Writing section mea-
sures the ability to articulate and support 
complex ideas, examine claims and accom-
panying evidence, sustain a focused and co-
herent discussion, and control the elements 
of standard written English. The Analytical 
Writing section requires you to provide fo-
cused responses based on the tasks presented, 
so you can accurately demonstrate your abil-
ity to directly respond to a task. 

The Verbal Reasoning section mea-
sures your ability to analyze and evaluate 
written material and synthesize information 
obtained from it; understand the meanings 
of words, sentences and entire texts; and 
understand relationships among words and 
concepts.  

The Quantitative Reasoning sec-
tion measures your ability to understand, 
interpret and analyze quantitative informa-
tion; solve problems using mathematical 
models; and apply basic mathematical skills 
and elementary mathematical concepts of 
arithmetic, algebra, geometry, probability 
and statistics. 

The Computer-delivered  
GRE revised General Test
Test Design Features
The advanced adaptive design of the comput-
er-delivered GRE revised General Test allows 
you to freely move forward and backward 
throughout an entire section. Specific fea-
tures include: 

  Preview and review capabilities within a 
section
  “Mark” and “Review” features to tag ques-
tions, so you can skip them and return 
later if you have time remaining in the 
section
   The ability to change/edit answers within 
a section
  An on-screen calculator for the Quantita-
tive Reasoning section

The Paper-delivered GRE  
revised General Test
Test Design Features

  You will enter your answers into the test 
book, rather than a separate answer sheet.
  You will be provided with an ETS calcula-
tor to use during the Quantitative Rea-
soning section; you may not use your own 
calculator.

Test Preparation
Free official test preparation tools are avail-
able to make it easy for you to start practicing 
for the GRE revised General Test. 

   If you are preparing for the computer- 
delivered test, download the free  
POWERPREP® II software, the only 
comprehensive test prep that’s as close to 
taking the computer-delivered test as you 
can get. 
   If you are preparing for the paper-deliv-
ered test, download The Practice Book for 
the Paper-delivered GRE® revised General 
Test, which offers a simulated test-taking 
experience of the paper-delivered GRE 
revised General Test.
Check out all the FREE and low-cost of-

ficial test preparation tools available at www.
ets.org/gre/prepare. 

Stay Informed and Connected 
For additional information about 
the GRE revised General Test, visit 
www.TakeTheGRE.com and get the official 
news and important reminders you need, 
when you need them. To connect with other 
test takers worldwide, visit the official GRE® 
revised General Test page on Facebook®. 
This page gives you an opportunity to share 
advice, cheer on other prospective test takers 

and get clear information about the GRE re-
vised General Test. 

Test Registration
You can register for the computer-delivered 
GRE revised General Test online at www.
ets.org/mygre (using a credit card), by 
phone or by mail. You can register for the 
paper-delivered GRE revised General Test 
online at www.ets.org/mygre (using a credit 
card) or by mail. The fee to take the GRE 
revised General Test is US$205 worldwide. 
Note that test fees are subject to change. For 
the most up-to-date pricing, visit the GRE 
website at www.ets.org/gre. 

Score Reporting
The following scores are reported for the 
GRE revised General Test:

  A Verbal Reasoning score on a 130–170 
score scale, in 1-point increments
  A Quantitative Reasoning score 
on a 130–170 score scale, in 1-point 
increments
  An Analytical Writing score on a 0–6 
score scale, in half-point increments

If you don’t answer any questions on the 
Verbal Reasoning, Quantitative Reasoning 
or Analytical Writing meaure, you will re-
ceive a No Score (NS) on that measure. 
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  ALLOTTED 
MEASURE	 NUMBER	OF	QUESTIONS	 TIME

ANALYTICAL WRITING One “Analyze an Issue” task and 30 minutes 
(Two sections) one “Analyze an Argument” task 30 minutes

VERBAL REASONING Approximately 25 questions 35 minutes  
(Two sections) per section  per section

QUANTITATIVE 
REASONING Approximately 25 questions 40 minutes  
(Two sections)  per section  per section

THE PAPER-DELIVERED GRE® REVISED 
GENERAL TEST STRUCTURE

You can use your  
GRE® test 

scores to apply 
to graduate and 
business schools 
around the world

The Analytical Writing sections will always be first, while the other four sections may appear in any order. 

If you take the computer-delivered GRE 
revised General Test, official scores will be 
available approximately 10–15 days after 
your test date. If you take the paper-delivered 
GRE revised General Test, official scores 
will be available within six weeks after your 
test date. You can view your scores online 
free-of-charge when they are available at 
www.ets.org/mygre. 

Sending Your Scores
The ScoreSelect® option lets you decide which 
GRE test scores to send to the schools you 
designate. As part of your four free score 
reports, you can send scores from your most 
recent test administration or from all admin-
istrations of the General Test taken in the last 
five years. After test day, you can send scores 
from your Most Recent, All or Any specific 
test administration(s) for a fee when order-
ing Additional Score Reports online. Just 
remember, scores for a test administration 
must be reported in their entirety.

The ScoreSelect option helps you ap-
proach test day with more confidence, know-
ing you can send the scores you feel reflect 
your personal best. The ScoreSelect option is 
available for both the GRE revised General 
Test and GRE Subject Tests, and can be used 
by anyone with reportable scores from the 
last five years. For additional information on 
the ScoreSelect option, visit the GRE website 
at www.ets.org/gre/scoreselect.

GRE® Subject Tests
The GRE® Subject Tests can help you stand 
out from other applicants by emphasizing 
your knowledge and skill level in a specific 
area. Subject tests, which measure undergrad-
uate achievement, are available in the follow-
ing fields of study: 

  Biochemistry, Cell and  
Molecular Biology
  Biology

  Chemistry
  Literature in English
  Mathematics
  Physics
  Psychology

Each Subject Test assumes an undergrad-
uate major or extensive background in the 
discipline. The tests are given at ETS-autho-
rized paper-delivered testing centers world-
wide up to three times per year, in October, 
November and April. Additional informa-
tion about the content of the tests is available 
at www.ets.org/gre/subject. 

Test Preparation
Free official test preparation materials are 
available to anyone who registers for a 
Subject Test or who visits the GRE web-
site at www.ets.org/gre/subject/prepare. 
Each Subject Test practice book contains a 
full-length test and answer key, test-taking 
strategies and information to help you un-
derstand the score(s) you earned. The ap-
propriate practice book is sent to individu-
als who register for a Subject Test, or you 
can download this material free of charge at 
www.ets.org/gre/subject/prepare. 

Test Registration
You can register for a GRE Subject Test on-
line at www.ets.org/mygre (using a credit 
card) or by mail. The fee to take a GRE Sub-
ject Test is US$150 worldwide. Note that 
test fees are subject to change. For the most 
up-to-date pricing, visit the GRE website at 
www.ets.org/gre/subject. 

Score Reporting
Every Subject Test yields a total score on a 

200–990 score scale, in 10-point increments. 
Some Subject Tests yield subscores on a 20–
99 score scale, in one-point increments. Sub-
ject Test scores are available within six weeks 
after your test administration. You can view 
your scores online free-of-charge when they 
are available at www.ets.org/mygre.

ScoreSelect® Option
The ScoreSelect option previously described is 
also available if you take a GRE Subject Test. 

Help Schools Find You 
GRE® Search Service
The FREE GRE® Search Service can help 
match you with the right participating 
schools and fellowship sponsors, based on 
background information that you provide. 
If a graduate or business school sees your 
recruitment profile and considers it a match, 
they can reach out and contact you directly 
about their program. It’s an effective way to 
learn about schools and programs you may 
not have considered. You will be given the 
option of being included in the Search  
Service when you register for a GRE test. 
You can also sign up for the Search  
Service online any time. To learn more,  
visit www.ets.org/gre/stusearch. 

For further information about the 
GRE tests and services, please visit 
www.ets.org/gre.   

Courtesy of Educational Testing Service. Copyright© 2016 by 

Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved. ETS, the ETS 

logo, GRE, POWERPREP and SCORESELECT are registered 

trademarks of Educational Testing Service (ETS) in the United 

States and other countries. Facebook is a registered trademark of 

Facebook, Inc.
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Only with the  
GRE® revised 
General Test

TakeTheGRE.com
For graduate school. For business school. For your future.

Copyright © 2016 by Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved. ETS, the ETS logo, GRE and SCORESELECT are registered trademarks of Educational Testing Service (ETS)
in the United States and other countries. MEASURING THE POWER OF LEARNING is a trademark of ETS. 33195

Take the test that is 
accepted by thousands 

of graduate and business 
schools worldwide.
You can use GRE® scores to  

apply to master’s, MBA, specialized 
master’s in business and Ph.D. 
programs around the world.  

So you can take the test now, even 
if you are still deciding what to do.

Use the test-taker 
friendly design to  

do your best. 
You can preview questions,  
skip and go back to more 

challenging questions,  
and even change your answers, 

all within a section.   
The test-taker friendly design 

helps you feel good on test day.

Send only your  
best scores.

GRE tests all provide the 
ScoreSelect® option, which means 
you can take a GRE test once now,  

or again in the future, and only 
send the GRE test scores from 

whichever test date(s) you want 
schools to see. Best of all, you 

always have five years to decide 
how to use any of your scores.



TESTING SECTION The GMAT is for students who want to apply to graduate school for a business degree

What is it?
The GMAT® (Graduate Management Ad-
mission Test®) exam is a standardized as-
sessment used around the world to measure 
academic potential for graduate study in 
business and management. Accepted by 
more global business schools than any other 
test, the GMAT exam is considered the 
gold standard for graduate business admis-
sions. When it comes to your success, there 
is no comparison. No other exam puts you 
on the path to higher salaries, greater op-
portunities, and more career options. The 
GMAT lets you shine a light on the skills 
that matter most in the business school 
classroom and in your career. 

Who should take it?
Quality graduate business programs world-
wide rely on the GMAT exam as part of 
their admissions process, so if you’re serious 
about going to business school and get-
ting into the program of your choice, the 
GMAT should be your first step. For the 
past 60 years, business leaders worldwide 
have started their MBA journey with the 
GMAT. Nearly 10 million students have 
taken it and been successful. You can too. 

How do I register?
The GMAT exam is available at more than 
600 test centers in 114 countries world-
wide. Visit mba.com/register to schedule 
your GMAT exam and to find a test center 
in your area. Although the exam is admin-
istered year round, test takers must register 
at least 24 hours in advance. Appointments 
near program deadlines and on weekends 
tend to fill quickly. The test fee is US$250, 
and you will incur taxes when you schedule 
an exam in certain countries. Use the con-
tact information listed below for any ques-
tions related to your registration. 

AMERICAS REGION
Please Note: Email services are offered 
Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. CT. Emails 
sent outside of these hours will receive a 
response the following business day. Tele-
phone services are available Monday-Friday 
at the following numbers and times:
Email: GMATCandidateServicesAmeri-
cas@pearson.com
Telephone (toll-free): +1 (800) 717-
GMAT (4628), 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. CT
Telephone: +1 (952) 681-3680, 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. CT

GMAT®

(Graduate Management Admission Test®)
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NUMBER OF 
QUESTIONS

41 
QUESTIONS

• reading 
comprehension
• critical 
reasoning
• sentence 
correction

Your ability 
to read and 
understand 
written 
material, 
evaluate 
arguments, and 
correct written 
material.

Your ability 
to analyze 
data and draw 
conclusions 
using basic 
math skills.

Your ability 
to think 
critically and 
communicate 
your ideas.

Your ability 
to evaluate 
information 
presented 
in multiple 
formats from 
multiple 
sources.

• data 
sufficiency
• problem 
solving

•  analysis of 
an argument

• multi-source 
reasoning
• graphics 
interpretation
• two-part 
analysis
• table 
analysis

75 MINUTES

0-60

37 
QUESTIONS

75 MINUTES

0-60

1 
ESSAY

30 MINUTES

0-6

12
QUESTIONS

30 MINUTES

1-8

The GMAT Exam at-a-Glance
4 sections, 3 hours, 30 minutes total time

VERBAL QUANTITATIVE AWA
INTEGRATED 
REASONING

QUESTION 
TYPE

TIMING

WHAT IS 
MEASURED

SCORE 
RANGE

TOTAL SCORE 200-800

Fax: +1 (952) 681-3681

ASIA-PACIFIC REGION
Please Note: Email services are avail-
able Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. AEST. 
Response time for email sent outside of 
these times may be up to 48 hours. Tele-
phone services are available Monday-Friday 
at the following numbers and times:
Email: GMATCandidateServicesA-
PAC@pearson.com
Telephone: +852-3077-4926, 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. AEST
India: +91 120-439-7830, 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Indian Standard Time
Fax: 60 321 784 925 

CHINA
Please Note: Email services are avail-
able Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
China Standard Time. Response time for 
email sent outside of these times may be up 
to 48 hours. Telephone services are available 
Monday-Friday at the following numbers 
and times:
Email: gmatservice@neea.edu.cn
Phone: +86-10-82345675, Monday – 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. China Standard 
Time
Fax: +86-10-61957800

EUROPE AND MIDDLE EAST (EME) 
REGION
Please Note: Email services are avail-
able Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. GMT. 
Response time for email sent outside of these 
times may be up to three business days. Tele-
phone services are available Monday-Friday 
at the following numbers and times:
Email: GMATCandidateServicesE-
MEA@pearson.com
Telephone: +44 (0) 161 855 7219, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. GMT
Fax: +44 (0) 161 855 7301

What does the GMAT  
exam cover? 
The GMAT exam is an assessment of higher 
order reasoning skills that matter most to 
schools and businesses. The exam measures 
Quantitative, Verbal, Analytical Writing and 
Integrated Reasoning skills. 

    The Quantitative section measures 
your ability to reason quantitatively 
and solve quantitative problems. Basic 
knowledge of arithmetic, algebra, and 
geometry is required, but the Quantita-
tive section is a test of reasoning and not 

the underlying math skills. 

  The Verbal section measures your 
ability to read and comprehend written 
material, to reason and evaluate argu-
ments, and to correct written material to 
convey meaning effectively in standard 
written English. 

  The Analytical Writing assess-
ment measures your ability to think 
critically and communicate your ideas 
through writing.

  The Integrated Reasoning sec-
tion measures your ability to interpret 
and analyze data from different sources 
and presented in different formats to 
solve problems. The Integrated Rea-
soning section helps you stand out by 
showcasing the skills that you need to 

succeed in our technologically advanced, 
data-rich world. 

The GMAT exam is a standardized 
computer-based exam administered in 
English. The Quantitative and Verbal sec-
tions are computer adaptive, which means 
questions are chosen for you based on how 
you answered previous questions. Your 
score is based on the difficulty of the ques-
tions answered and the number of correct 
responses. 

What should I expect  
on test day?
To arrive fully prepared on the day of your 
exam and perform your best, you should 
understand the GMAT format and pacing, 
practice sample questions, and review one 
section at a time. 
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The GMAT 
measures the real-
life business skills 

that you’ll use  
in the classroom  
and throughout 

your career. 

  Question Formats: The GMAT 
exam includes question formats that you 
may not have seen before. Data Sufficien-
cy questions, for example, ask you how 
much data you need to solve a problem 
rather than determining the solution. 
You should work through some sample 
questions before you sit for the test to 
make sure you thoroughly understand 
how the question formats work. This will 
help you focus on answering the ques-
tions efficiently during your test session.

  Pacing: The GMAT exam is timed, 
so knowing how to pace yourself so that 
you can finish each section is important. 
If you don’t finish you will still receive 
scores, as long as you have worked on 
every section. But not finishing can sub-
stantially affect your score. 

On average, you have about one and 
three-quarter minutes to respond to each 
Verbal question and about two minutes 
to respond to each Quantitative question. 
You’ll have about two and a half minutes to 
answer each Integrated Reasoning question, 
most of which have more than one answer 
statement requiring a response. 

Although the “Help” function will be 
accessible at any time during the test, any 
time spent reviewing the “Help” screens will 
count against the allotted time for that par-
ticular test section. 

The exam requires minimal computer 
skills, such as using a keyboard and mouse. 
In addition, the Integrated Reasoning sec-
tion will require basic computer navigation 
skills, such as clicking on tabs to reveal data 
sheets, and using drop-down menus. 

When you take the GMAT exam, be 
prepared to read each question carefully 
and choose the best answer. If you do not 
know the answer, try to eliminate answers 
you know are incorrect and then guess from 
the remaining choices. You may not skip 
questions or change answers once they have 
been confirmed, but you do have to answer 
each question to move on. 

For more information, a video available 
at mba.com/testday, shows the exam check-
in procedure and what a typical test center 
looks like. 

On the day of the exam, test takers can 
preview their unofficial scores before decid-
ing whether to report or cancel them. This 
score reporting feature is available to all 
test takers at all 600 test centers around the 
world that administer the GMAT exam. As 

a test taker, you are given the option of re-
porting or canceling your scores immediate-
ly after taking the test and before leaving the 
test center. Under the new process, you will 
see your unofficial scores—Integrated Rea-
soning, Quantitative, Verbal, and Total—and 
will be given two minutes to decide whether 
to accept them. If you do not make a choice, 
your scores will be canceled.

In addition, if you decide to cancel your 
scores at the test center, you will be able to 
reinstate them within 60 days of the test 
date for a $100 fee. After that, scores will 
not be retrievable.

How should I prepare  
for the GMAT?
Preparing for and doing well on the GMAT 
exam is like any goal. If you start with a 
solid study plan and execute it, you’ll suc-
ceed. Smart test takers get the most out of 
practice tests and preparation resources, un-
derstand how they learn, and stay positive 
throughout the process. Your study plan 
will help you stay on track week to week, 
which will translate into progress as you 
work through the material. 

To help you familiarize yourself with the 
question formats and the pacing required, 
the Graduate Management Admission 
Council® (GMAC®) provides free GMAT-
Prep® software (mba.com/gmatprep), which 
provides a first-hand look at what the exam 
is really like. GMATPrep® features two 
timed, full-length computer adaptive tests 
with questions that have been retired from 
the actual GMAT exam. The software also 
includes answers and explanations, as well as 
a comprehensive math review and real-time 
scoring of the multiple choice questions. 

You can enhance your free GMATPrep® 
software download with the GMATPrep® 
Exam Pack 1, which features two more full-
length practice exams and custom feedback 
on your performance. 

A number of other resources are avail-
able on mba.com (mba.com/prepare). Our 
Preparation Timeline, for example, offers a 
step-by-step approach to your best GMAT, 
and includes links to study tips, prep prod-
ucts, and advice from admissions profes-
sionals for improving your weak areas and 
enhancing your strengths. 

Official GMAT study materials are 
available in the mba.com store (mba.com/
store), including: The Official Guide for 
GMAT® Review, 2016; The Official Guide 
for GMAT® Quantitative Review, 2016; The 
Official Guide for GMAT® Verbal Review, 
2016; the IR Prep Tool, the GMATPrep® 
Software Study Collection, and much more. 

Your GMAT scores
GMAT scores are the best predictor of 
your success. The Total score is reported 
on a scale of 200-800 and is based on your 
performance on the Quantitative and Ver-
bal Reasoning sections. Unofficial score 
reports are available immediately following 
the exam at the test center. Official reports 
include scores on all four sections and are 
available within 20 days of the exam. Your 
GMAT score is valid for five years.

How do schools use scores?
The GMAT exam is a trusted part of the 
admissions process of 6,000+ business and 
management programs worldwide because 
it measures the real-life business skills that 
you’ll use in the classroom and throughout 
your career. Although your GMAT score is 
just one of several criteria schools use to eval-
uate applicants, they are reliable measures of 
certain developed skills that have been found 
to be important in the study of management 
at the graduate level. Unlike undergraduate 
grade point averages and curricula—which 
can vary in meaning across institutions—
GMAT scores provide admissions profes-
sionals with a consistent, standardized evalu-
ation tool for all applicants.  

Content provided by the Graduate Management 
Admission Council® (GMAC®), makers of the GMAT® 
exam. © 2016 Graduate Management Admission 
Council (GMAC). All rights reserved. GMAC®, 
GMAT®, GMATPrep®, Graduate Management 
Admission Council®, and Graduate Management 
Admission Test® are registered trademarks of the 
Graduate Management Admission Council in the 
United States and other countries.
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WHY BUSINESS SCHOOL?
Gain a competitive edge in the job market, 
command a higher salary, and enjoy new 
and challenging opportunities. 

WHY THE GMAT® EXAM?
Take the exam that will give you access to 
6,100 programs around the world.

THE GMAT EXAM.

Nearly 10 MILLION STUDENTS WORLDWIDE have taken 
the GMAT exam. Now it’s time to start your journey.

YOU’VE STAYED  
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WORKED HARD TO 
GET WHERE YOU ARE. 

START YOUR JOURNEY. 
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E ach year, thousands of U.S. fami-
lies open their homes and hearts 
to visitors from all over the world. 

In a homestay, students can observe, learn 
and experience a new lifestyle and culture, 
while practicing English skills in a home 
environment. 

Successful homestay experiences can 
help to ease homesickness for international 
students. Often students feel that they have 
found a second family who loves and cares 
for them. Many praise their homestay expe-
riences because of the opportunity it gives 
them to improve their English skills, be im-
mersed in American culture and increase 
their social skills. This experience can help 
students make a smooth transition into 
an American university or enable them to 
reach a future career goal. 

Daily Living Experience
What makes homestays special is the daily 
experience of living with hosts who are ea-
ger to share their way of life. Hosts involve 
their guests in day-to-day activities and of-
ten introduce the students to their relatives, 
friends and neighbors. Homestay hosts also 
include their international student guests in 
social gatherings such as summertime bar-
becues, holiday celebrations, or trips to local 
tourist attractions.

Homestay hosts will reflect the diversity 
of the region in which they live. They may 
be single parents, retired couples, widows, 
widowers, or young families. They will come 
from different socioeconomic and ethnic 
backgrounds. What they will have in com-
mon is a desire to share their homes and 
their time with international students. 

Usually, international visitors enjoy stay-
ing with hosts who have family members of 
similar ages or with similar interests. The 
homestay coordinator will consider a stu-
dent’s needs, interests and requests before 
matching the student with a homestay host.

Schools and homestay organizations 
can arrange short-term, semester or year-
long stays. There are also programs in which 
students will live in the dormitory or resi-
dence halls during the week and then spend 
weekends and holidays with their assigned 
families.

Adjusting to the Household
Living in a homestay will always require an 
adjustment period. Most homestay hosts 
will give the student a list of simple house 
rules to help everyone live happily together. 
They may give guidelines about Internet us-

age, laundry, television viewing, meal times, 
keeping the bedroom and bathroom clean, 
and money matters.

For universities offering homestays, it’s 
important to set standards for approving 
hosts who will participate in the program. 
For example, at the University of Delaware, 
all homestay hosts living more than one 
mile from campus must provide transporta-
tion to and from campus every day of the 
week. Hosts must also provide each student 
with a private, furnished room which has a 
desk, a bed, clean linens, a bureau, a closet 
or wardrobe, and sufficient lighting. Stu-
dents will have access to a shared or private 
bathroom as well. Homestay hosts are ex-

are perfect. Occasionally, problems arise 
that cannot be solved. In these cases, the 
student can ask for another homestay or ex-
plore other housing options. The homestay 
coordinator will work closely with the stu-
dent to ensure that the next homestay will 
be a good match. 

Benefitting from Your 
Homestay
If you choose to live in a homestay, your 
hosts will be interested in your country 
and family. They may also enjoy celebrat-
ing your country’s traditions as well, such 
as the Chinese New Year. Be sure to bring 
photographs of your town, school, friends 
and family. You might even enjoy cooking a 
meal from your country together with your 
hosts. If you wish, you may also bring small 
gifts that are typical of your country.

There is no better way to gain special in-
sight into U.S. culture, while simultaneously 
improving English language skills, than by 
participating in a homestay. It’s not only 
important to get high scores in English test-
ing, but to also learn how to get along with 
people from all over the world.

Homestays provide students with a well-
rounded education and great social skills. 
These attributes will put you on the top of 
the list for employment when you return 
to your home country! If you are willing to 
learn and have an attitude of openness and 
flexibility, you will have one of the most 
exciting and rewarding experiences living in 
the USA.

University of Delaware English 
Language Institute
At the University of Delaware English 
Language Institute (ELI), there are over 
200 homestays in the program. Many of 
these homestay hosts have been hous-
ing students for numerous years. We often 
hear that hosts have developed such close 
relationships with their students that they 
later decide to travel to the students’ home 
countries to meet their families, attend their 
weddings, and visit their “international 
grandchildren.” 

Stacey Leonard (homestaydelaware@gmail.
com) is Homestay Director for the English 
Language Institute at the University of 
Delaware (www.udel.edu/eli).

Many praise their homestay 
experiences because of the 
opportunity it gives them to 
improve their English skills, be 
immersed in American culture 
and increase their social 
skills. This experience can 
help students make a smooth 
transition into an American 
university or enable them to 
reach a future career goal.

pected to make the students feel welcome 
in the home and provide an English-only 
speaking environment to help students im-
prove their English skills.

The homestay coordinators carefully 
screen homestay host applicants to make 
sure they have a desire and passion for hos-
pitality and an interest in other cultures. 
The coordinators will interview the appli-
cants and visit them in their homes to deter-
mine the suitability of the living space and 
meet the family members. Annual meetings, 
phone calls, and emails keep the hosts up to 
date in order to maintain high standards of 
operation within the homestays.

Unfortunately, not all homestay matches 

LIVING WITH AN AMERICAN FAMILY
HOMESTAY

By Stacey Leonard
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E ach year, thousands of U.S. fami-
lies open their homes and hearts 
to visitors from all over the world. 

In a homestay, students can observe, learn 
and experience a new lifestyle and culture, 
while practicing English skills in a home 
environment. 

Successful homestay experiences can 
help to ease homesickness for international 
students. Often students feel that they have 
found a second family who loves and cares 
for them. Many praise their homestay expe-
riences because of the opportunity it gives 
them to improve their English skills, be im-
mersed in American culture and increase 
their social skills. This experience can help 
students make a smooth transition into 
an American university or enable them to 
reach a future career goal. 

Daily Living Experience
What makes homestays special is the daily 
experience of living with hosts who are ea-
ger to share their way of life. Hosts involve 
their guests in day-to-day activities and of-
ten introduce the students to their relatives, 
friends and neighbors. Homestay hosts also 
include their international student guests in 
social gatherings such as summertime bar-
becues, holiday celebrations, or trips to local 
tourist attractions.

Homestay hosts will reflect the diversity 
of the region in which they live. They may 
be single parents, retired couples, widows, 
widowers, or young families. They will come 
from different socioeconomic and ethnic 
backgrounds. What they will have in com-
mon is a desire to share their homes and 
their time with international students. 

Usually, international visitors enjoy stay-
ing with hosts who have family members of 
similar ages or with similar interests. The 
homestay coordinator will consider a stu-
dent’s needs, interests and requests before 
matching the student with a homestay host.

Schools and homestay organizations 
can arrange short-term, semester or year-
long stays. There are also programs in which 
students will live in the dormitory or resi-
dence halls during the week and then spend 
weekends and holidays with their assigned 
families.

Adjusting to the Household
Living in a homestay will always require an 
adjustment period. Most homestay hosts 
will give the student a list of simple house 
rules to help everyone live happily together. 
They may give guidelines about Internet us-

age, laundry, television viewing, meal times, 
keeping the bedroom and bathroom clean, 
and money matters.

For universities offering homestays, it’s 
important to set standards for approving 
hosts who will participate in the program. 
For example, at the University of Delaware, 
all homestay hosts living more than one 
mile from campus must provide transporta-
tion to and from campus every day of the 
week. Hosts must also provide each student 
with a private, furnished room which has a 
desk, a bed, clean linens, a bureau, a closet 
or wardrobe, and sufficient lighting. Stu-
dents will have access to a shared or private 
bathroom as well. Homestay hosts are ex-

are perfect. Occasionally, problems arise 
that cannot be solved. In these cases, the 
student can ask for another homestay or ex-
plore other housing options. The homestay 
coordinator will work closely with the stu-
dent to ensure that the next homestay will 
be a good match. 

Benefitting from Your 
Homestay
If you choose to live in a homestay, your 
hosts will be interested in your country 
and family. They may also enjoy celebrat-
ing your country’s traditions as well, such 
as the Chinese New Year. Be sure to bring 
photographs of your town, school, friends 
and family. You might even enjoy cooking a 
meal from your country together with your 
hosts. If you wish, you may also bring small 
gifts that are typical of your country.

There is no better way to gain special in-
sight into U.S. culture, while simultaneously 
improving English language skills, than by 
participating in a homestay. It’s not only 
important to get high scores in English test-
ing, but to also learn how to get along with 
people from all over the world.

Homestays provide students with a well-
rounded education and great social skills. 
These attributes will put you on the top of 
the list for employment when you return 
to your home country! If you are willing to 
learn and have an attitude of openness and 
flexibility, you will have one of the most 
exciting and rewarding experiences living in 
the USA.

University of Delaware English 
Language Institute
At the University of Delaware English 
Language Institute (ELI), there are over 
200 homestays in the program. Many of 
these homestay hosts have been hous-
ing students for numerous years. We often 
hear that hosts have developed such close 
relationships with their students that they 
later decide to travel to the students’ home 
countries to meet their families, attend their 
weddings, and visit their “international 
grandchildren.” 

Stacey Leonard (homestaydelaware@gmail.
com) is Homestay Director for the English 
Language Institute at the University of 
Delaware (www.udel.edu/eli).

Many praise their homestay 
experiences because of the 
opportunity it gives them to 
improve their English skills, be 
immersed in American culture 
and increase their social 
skills. This experience can 
help students make a smooth 
transition into an American 
university or enable them to 
reach a future career goal.

pected to make the students feel welcome 
in the home and provide an English-only 
speaking environment to help students im-
prove their English skills.

The homestay coordinators carefully 
screen homestay host applicants to make 
sure they have a desire and passion for hos-
pitality and an interest in other cultures. 
The coordinators will interview the appli-
cants and visit them in their homes to deter-
mine the suitability of the living space and 
meet the family members. Annual meetings, 
phone calls, and emails keep the hosts up to 
date in order to maintain high standards of 
operation within the homestays.

Unfortunately, not all homestay matches 
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IN THE USA STUDYUSA.COM

YOU!

DOWNLOAD OUR 
FREE APP!

FIND THE 
BEST U.S.
SCHOOL 
FOR
Sort, search and compare programs  
by price, location, and area of study
Create your free student account to:

  SAVE PROGRAMS 
Save and manage your favorite schools

  CONTACT PROGRAMS 
Contact schools and request more 
information

   APPLY TO PROGRAMS 
Apply to schools directly from your account



PLANNING  
 PACKING

After you decide 
what to study and 

where, you need to 
think about what 

to bring to the 
USA. Have a good 

trip, and enjoy your 
adventure in  

the USA!

TOWELS  
& BEDDING  
bring from 
home or buy  
in the U.S.
+ Towels
+ Sheets
+ PillowELECTRONICS

+ Adapters 
+ Computer
+ Flash drive

+ Camera
+ Translation 

calculator

TOILETRIES
+ Toothbrush
+ Toothpaste
+ Shampoo

+ Comb/brush
+ Soap

+ Deodorant 
+ Any special items or 

medication that you can 
only get in your country

MISCELLANEOUS
+ Lightweight, non-

perishable food items, 
such as spices

+ Photos of friends 
and family

+ Any sentimental 
item that reminds you 

of home

PAPER STUFF
+ Passport
+ F-1 Visa

+ Certificate of Eligibility:  
I-20 form or DS-2019

+ Credit card
+ American currency

+ Copy of your  
prescription and medical 

documents, including your  
immunization record

CLOTHES
+ Shoes—casual, athletic, 

plus one dress pair
+ Jeans/pants/shorts
+ Shirts—short and  

long-sleeved
+ Pajamas

+ Socks & underwear
+ Bathing suit

+ Jacket

and



Succeed.
Study English. Explore.

ELS offers you a variety of pathways to acquiring the 
English skills so vital for academic and career success 
today – filled with discovery and adventure, new friends 
and new cultures, learning and achievement.

When you choose ELS, you are investing in your future. We offer 80+ center 
locations, many of which are on university campuses. Our Centers are fully 
equipped with state-of-the-art Language Technology Centers and excellent, 
qualified teachers. We offer comprehensive university admission services, test 
preparation, and highly respected English programs. And with a network of 
650+ partner universities, whatever your English language goals, you can trust 
ELS to help you reach them.
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PREPARE FOR SUCCESS.
BEGIN YOUR JOURNEY HERE.

ELS INTERNATIONAL PATHWAYS®

AUSTRALIA | CANADA | CHINA | INDIA | MALAYSIA | USA ELS.edu   •   UniversityGuideOnline.org
ELS.edu/Study2  



	Located nearby the coastline of Orange County (OC) one 
of the safest and most desirable communities in Southern 
California. OC is home to Disneyland and California´s most 
popular beaches.

	High transfer rates. Ranked #1 in Orange County and #3 
overall in the total number of transfer students to the University 
of California (UC) and California State University (CSU) 
systems combined.

	Largest community college in Orange County, enrolling 
22,000 students; 1,100 international students from more  
than 70 countries.

	Offers 130 academic and vocational programs at an 
affordable tuition rate, including Architecture, Business, Culinary 
Arts, Engineering, and Film

 State of the art facilities, top notch academic instruction, 
active campus life, and successful graduates. 

 For more information please contact:

Orange Coast College
International Center
 2701 Fairview Road Costa Mesa, CA 92626

APPLY NOW!
orangecoastcollege.edu/international
Email: occinternational@cccd.edu
Phone: (714) 432-5940  Fax: (714) 432-5191

Instagram #gocoastFacebook: Orange Coast
College - International Center

ORANGE COAST COLLEGE
"Named top large Community College in Southern California"  -   edsmart.org 2015


